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Command Guidance 


by Robert K. Brown 


Neal Knox: NBA's 
Revolutionary or Opportunist? 


P ower. That’s what it’s all about. A 
vicious, no-holds-barred struggle for 
control of the National Rifle 
Association: A battle over who is anointed 
to lead to NR A and defend our Second 
Amendment Rights. 

Neal Knox and his fellow conspirators 
are determined to depose Executive Vice 
President Wayne LaPierre, Institute for 
Legislative Action Director Tanya Metaksa, 
NR A Board President 
Marion P. Hammer and 
NRA Secretary, Major Jim 
Land USMC (Ret.) — no 
matter what the cost to the 
NRA or to our Second 
Amendment rights.' 

Knox and his support¬ 
ers, using a smokescreen of 
allegations of financial 
mismanagement (which I 
will address later), suffered 
defeat in their efforts at the 
February Board of Director’s meeting. But 
they have every intention of launching 
another attack on NRA leadership at the 
NRA Board of Directors meeting in Seattle 
in May, when Knox hopes to be able to rally 
additional supporters to his agenda. 

Did I Help Create A Monster? 

There is nothing complicated about the 
mess at NRA. It’s all about power, and who 
has it It’s about democracy and its survival. 

Twenty years ago at its annual meeting 
in Cincinnati, Ohio, the National Rifle 
Association was shaken by a revolution — 
where the control of the gun lobby found its 
rightful place — in the hands of the NRA’s 
voting members. That turning point for the 
NRA has come to be identified by a single 
word: “Cincinnati.” 

At the center of that revolution was a 


man named Neal Knox, then a gun maga¬ 
zine editor and legislative gadfly. 

Today, the reform movement, which 
saved the NRA from oblivion, is dangerous¬ 
ly close to being extinguished by a small 
group of Board members seeking to consol¬ 
idate power in what can only be likened to a 
Soviet-style Politburo. The forces of this 
dark counter-revolution are being led by the 
same Neal Knox, now the association’s 
First Vice President. 

The issues that drove 
the revolution in Cincinnati 
all centered on democracy. 

Before Cincinnati, a 
voting member’s only 
power was to vote for an 
“official slate” for the 
board. But like “elections” 
in the Soviet Union, the 
NRA voting was a sham. 
Every year, voting mem¬ 
bers were presented with 
the official slate — names hand-picked by a 
Nominating Committee of the Board of 
Directors, usually 25 names to fill 25 slots. 
There was no way for ordinary NRA voting 
members to put up their own candidates. 

Those who controlled the Nominating 
Committee could punish independent-mind¬ 
ed Board members by turning them into non¬ 
persons: They would simply vanish from the 
NRA Board in the next election cycle. 

Cincinnati changed all that. 

Among the most important reforms was 
voting. The power of the Nominating 
Committee to choose candidates was diluted. 
The members could create their own board, 
nominating from their own ranks by petition. 
This stopped the packing of the board. 

At the time of Cincinnati, Neal Knox 

Continued on page 55 
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S&GEOND GET HOME FROM SlMETVK): SEE HON THE 
THEY#®, START FEELING TERRIBLE PENTAGON HAS HANDIER THE 

CRISIS, FEEL EVEN YfORSE 


GWS: GOVERNMENT 
WAFFLE SYNDROME 

Regarding your series 
on Gulf War Syndrome, it 
is patently obvious that 
our GIs who served in the 
Persian Gulf have serious 
medical problems related 
to that service. 

It’s also obvious that 
the DoD really dropped the ball in getting 
going on finding out why, and what can be 
done to help them. Lack of government 
response may be partly “fog of war” syn¬ 
drome, but I think most of the bureaucratic 
inertia stems from the fact DoD tends to 
regard anyone with a medical problem that 
doesn’t demonstrate great loss of blood as a 
malingerer. It’s a good thing our troops who 
fought there didn’t have the same attitude 
when they were called to serve. 

Ted Joseph 
Longmont, Colo. 


SHAME ON US 

I think the way you portray the FBI, 
ATF, and other federal agencies gives a 
very bad stereotype. You never seem to 
talk about the good things that these agen¬ 
cies have done for the people of this coun¬ 
try. Sure there are a few bad agents, but 
that does not mean that you have [to] por¬ 
tray them all the time and leave the good 
agents out of the spotlight. For example, 
while those psychos from Mt. Carmel 
were getting away with killing ATF 
agents, an ATF agent was recovering 
valuable evidence from the World Trade 
Center Bombing. All of you should be 
ashamed of yourselves for getting mad at 
the government because your [sic] not 
allowed to keep cop-killing bullets and 
miniguns at home. 

A Proud American 

via E-Mail 

There's an old saw in journalism that 
when dog bites man, it's not news, but when 
man bites dog that is news. It is precisely the 
American tradition of rule by constitutional 
law, and the traditionally highest standards 
of American law enforcement, that lead us 
to expose the politicization, corruption , dis¬ 
honesty, and incompetence when we find it. 
That's what journalists are supposed to do. 
We do this totally in support of the good 
guys of the American law-enforcement com¬ 
munity. If you think otherwise, you must be 
a new reader. 


That ATF agent recovering evidence 
from the World Trade Center bombing — do 
you mean the one caught switching ATF evi¬ 
dence tags to material located and brought 
from the building by the FBI? 

“Cop killer"[sic] bullets had never been 
used to kill a cop, and what irritates the 
shooting community is not being denied 
their use, but this palpable dishonesty in the 
generation of new restrictive laws that have 
no effect on the fight against crime. As for 
keeping “miniguns" at home, that term 
refers to an aircraft weapon, which can be 
kept at home if the appropriate tax and reg¬ 
istration provisions are met. We welcome 
your opinions, but they'd carry more weight 
if you 'd do your homework. Reading SOF is 
a good start. 


SHAME ON THEM 

I want to thank James H. Jeffries III for 
his in-depth article concerning what we 
should do when confronted by this federal 
pack of wolves. In short, it says, lay your 
hand on one of the King’s men, and suffer 
as if it were an assault on the King him¬ 
self. Secondly, it says, have faith in a sys¬ 
tem, managed by the King, to stem the tide 
of increasing police encroachment into the 
lives of American citizens. Thirdly, it says, 
suffer with dignity when under direct 
attack by traitors and thieves carrying the 
King’s badge. 

Sure. Sure. The politicians will throw 
us a few yellow scum to clean their ugly 
souls and demonstrate they care about the 
American citizen, but expect nothing else. 
Police power unrestrained by the U.S. 
Constitution will continue to grow until it 
meets a physical power equal or mightier 


in force, and as for faith in our system of 
government, I think Gerry Spence, anoth¬ 
er well-respected attorney, said it best, 
“...although government still gives lip ser¬ 
vice to our constitutional rights, trials 
have largely become public trappings to 
reinforce the myth that in America we are 
still free.” 

I am not a young man anymore, so my 
ability to act effectively against the oncom¬ 
ing government, Nazi horde is small, but I 
can tell you what I have done. I folded my 
Stars and Stripes and put it away. It will 
never be honored again in this house until it 
cleans itself of this disease, and if it does not 
cleanse itself, then to the furnace with it. It 
may be little I can do against them, but I 
will never serve them. That I swear! 

Mark Schuckert 

Twin Falls, Idaho 

In reference to the King: Our 
Constitution made the CITIZEN king. Don't 
let anybody BS you into abdicating your 
position by getting you discouraged. If ene¬ 
mies of liberty can make you believe they 
have won — then they have. As for the Stars 
and Strips cleansing itself it won't. You 
must do it. That's why you have a vote. As 
long as you have a vote and don't use it to 
defend what's good and right in our repub¬ 
lic, you 're giving up without a fight. 

As for Jim Jeffries' article, I cant read 
into it what you have at all. It says, in effect, 
these are your constitutional rights — 
demand them and the protection they grant 
you. Your constitutional rights are like mus¬ 
cle: use it or lose it. And your vote is the shov¬ 
el left to you by our founding fathers so you 
can clean house when necessary. Use it first. 
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RAGNAR'S ACTION 

ENCYCLOPEDIA OF 

PRACTICAL KNOWLEDGE 

AND PROVEN TECHNIQUES 

A OO-TT-YOURSELF GUIDE TO: 


BENCH-TESTED 

CIRCUITS 


FIGHTING 

FIREARMS 


FIGHTING WITH FIREARMS 
Combat Handgun, Shotgun, and 
Rifle Skills for the Real World 
with Andy Stanford 

Andy Stanford has spent years analyzing 
combat shooting methods and distilling them into 
a system of skitts designed for the real world. In 
this video, he cuts through the hype and 
misinformation of firearm training and reveals the 
critical elements of fighting with handguns, 
_ shotguns and rifles. Color, approx. 90 min., 
- VHS only. $29.95 


■m 


ADVANCED ULTIMATE SNIPER 


State-of-the-Art Tactics, Techniques, and Equipment for Military and Police Snipers 
with Maj. John I. Plaster, USAR (Ret) 

Premier sniping authority John Plaster redefines “ultimate” in this long-awaited sequel to his landmark book and video The Ultimate Sniper. 
Beginning at the prestigious Gunsite Training Center, Plaster gives you an inside look at the state of the art in sniper weapons and equipment 
with graphic demonstrations of laser range finders, suppressed weapons, ultra-long-range .50-caliber sniper rifles and the latest generation of 
night vision technology. He then takes you to the rugged Rocky Mountains and the tundra of the frozen north for advanced lessons in sniper 
tactics and freldcraft, including methods of evading after the shot, the selection and operation of various types of hides and never-before-seen 
techniques of winter sniping and cold-weather warfare. This graduate course in sniper warfare is the most advanced instruction ever captured 
on video and is must viewing for every serious student of the sniper’s craft. Color, approx. 120 min.,VHS {U.S. format) only. $59.95 


THE REVENGE ENCYCLOPEDIA 
This is the mother of all revenge books! You’d 
have to buy more than 25 books to get all the 
wit and wisdom contained in this compilation 
from the best of Paladin’s revenge books. 
Don’t be footed by cheap imitators that claim to 
know how to get even. Paladin Is still your 
revenge source when you need to even the 
score with nosy neighbors, bungling 
bureaucrats, snarly clerks or other pests. For 
entertainment purposes only. 8 1/2x11, 
softcover, 120 pp. $15.00 


ULTIMATE SNIPER: THE VIDEO 
with John Piaster and Carlos Hathcock 
Leam the art of sniping from two masters. Maj. 
John Plaster instructs you in all areas of 
sniping field craft, marksmanship and tactics, 
and famed USMC sniper Carlos Hathcock re¬ 
counts some of the field-tested tactics he used 
to rack up 93 confirmed kills in Vietnam. 
Covers optics, weapons, shooting drills, cam- 
mo, stalking, hides, countersniping, range and 
wind estimation and more. Color, approx. 90 
min., VHS only. $1455 


DO-IT-YOURSELF MEDICINE 
How to Find and Use the Most Effective 
Antibiotics, Painkillers, Anesthetics, and 
Other Miracle Drugs... Without Costly 
Doctors' Prescriptions or Hospitals 
by Ragnar Benson 

Ragnar gives you precise ^islnicttoiiS far 
securing and using the very \Mar, crugi and 
supplies from animal health centers, foreign 
pharmacies, mail order suppliers, rreSary dis¬ 
pensaries and other unusual sources. 51/2x8 
1/2. softcover, photos, &us„ 128 pp. $20.00 


THE WHOLE SPY CATALOG 
by Lee Lapin 

TTw Whole Spy Catalog shows you exactly 
how to hire an ex-KGB agent, order a photo 
of anyplace on earth anytime during the Iasi 
20 years, get an instant background check 
on anyone, open a door from 100 feet away, 
subscribe to an in-house FBI newsletter, 
order and Install the latest i.ibe!rBrifa 
surveillance gear and many more inchc to 
trace, track, surveil pd nnypnn 

or anything, 8 1/2 x n. ptwiM, 

(Bus., 448 pp. 


Revenge 

Encyclopedia 


SnipeR 


BENCH-TESTED CIRCUITS FOR 
SURVEILLANCE AND 
COUNTERSURVEILLANCE 
TECHNICIANS 
by Tom Larsen 

If you’re hungry for updated, practical 
electronic circuits, this is a beggar’s banquet 
Not only do these ingenious circuits - some 
never published - really work, but they’re 
simple, inexpensive and fun. Includes dear 
explanations and schematics plus real-life 
appfications. 5 1/2x8 1/2, softcover, photos, 
aius., 128 pp. $ 20.00 


HANDGUN STOPPING POWER 
The Video 

Based on the best-selling book Handgun 
Stopping Power, this dynamic video cuts 
through the theory and conjecture and 
reveals what handgun bullets really do 
when fired into human targets. From interviews 
with gunfight survivors to ballistic testing of the 
latest bullet designs, this video is the most 
graphic look ever taken at this hotly debated 
topic. Color, approx. 90 min., VHS only. 

$37.95 


ACQUIRING NEW ID 
How to Easily Use the Latest Computer 
Technology to Drop Out, Start Over, 
and Get On with Your Life 
by Ragnar Benson 

Forget about using the old "dead-baby’s birth- 
certificate’’ ruse to get new ID. Everyone’s on to 
ttiat trick. What you need is the know-how to 
make your own documents on a home com¬ 
puter. And by fotowing the simple instructions in 
here, you can. 5 1/2x8 1/2, softcover, photos, 
iflus., 152 pp. $20.00 


SOG 

The Secret Wars of America's 
Commandos in Vietnam 
by John L Plaster 

Read some of the most thrilling true 
combat stories ever written. SOG 
commandos won ten Medals of Honor and 
dozens of other awards for bravery in 
battle while performing some of the most 
daring, dangerous missions of tee Vietnam 
War. The author served three one-year 
tours with SOG, 6 1/8x9 1/4, hardcover, 
photos, 368 pp. $25.00 


STREET STOPPERS 
The Latest Handgun Stopping 
Power Street Results 
by Evan Marshall and Ed Sanow 
This long-awaited sequel to Handgun 
Stopping Power gives the very latest results 
of hundreds of actual shootings involving 
every major handgun caliber, indurfing the hot 
new .40 S&W. Also covers exotic ammo street 
results, tee controversial Strasbourg Tests on 
live goats, the Fuller Index for predicting 
stopping power and much more. 8 1/2 x 11, 
softcover, photos, 392 pp. $3955 


DESTROY, TRAP, LOCK 
Secrets of Limb Destruction, 
Trapping, and Joint Locking 
with Datu Kelly S. Worden 
if you're serious about self-defense, this 
tape is for you. Datu Kelly Worden teaches 
you how to apply joint locks the easy and 
brutally effective way: by first destroying 
and trapping your attacker’s Hmbs.Why 
fight fair if you don’t have to? For informa - 
' tron purposes only. Color, approx. 103 min., 
VHS only. $34.95 


RAGNAR'S ACTION 
ENCYCLOPEDIA OF 
PRACTICAL KNOWLEDGE 
AND PROVEN TECHNIQUES 
by Ragnar Benson 

Learn how to build weapons and 
explosives, trap anything that moves, drop 
out of the rat race, protect your privacy, 
elude the bad guys, defend yourself, 
change identities, land a job and live well - 
as well as a little bit about everything else 
that might be important. 8 1/2 x 11, 
softcover, photos, illus., 456 pp. $45.00 


n tiAfiuijunn 

OTPINll 


OTHER FASCINATING TITLES 


Cartos Hathcock: 

Marine Sniper (video) $14.95 

Red Cell (video).$14.95 

Ambush! Navy SEALs in 
Deadly Action (video) $14.95 
Super Privacy: The Complete 
Guide to Personal Privacy 
and Financial Freedom 
in Tomorrow's Cashless 

Society.$15.00 

SWAT Battle Tactics.. $ 17.00 
Tactical Marksman... $ 35.00 

Tactical Pistol.. $25.00 

Tactical Shotgun..... $25.00 


MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE — DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 

Paladin Press • P.O. Box 1307 • Boulder, CO 80306 • (303) 443-7250 
FAX (303) 442-8741 • E-MAIL pala@rmii.com 
Videotapes are nonretumable. Defective (dpi:!* will be rep!di ed 


Visit our Web site at http://www.paladin-press.com 


Do-It-Yourself 

Submachine Gun ... $20.00 
How to Get Anything 

on Anybody.$30.00 

Get Even 2.$19.95 

Bail Enforcer...$ 16.95 

Practical Martial Arts 
for Special Forces .. $ 15.00 
U.S. Marines Close Quarter 
Combat Manual..... $ 15.00 
Fugitive: How to Run, 

Hide, and Survive... $ 12.00 
Black Medicine I..... $ 13.95 


PALADIN PRESS® 

P.O. BOX 1307-7ES 
BOULDER, CO 80306 


PLEASE SEND ME THE FOLLOWING TITLES: 


CREDIT CARD ORDERS CALL TOLL FREE 
1-800-392-2400 USA and Canada 

Call 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. Send $2.00 for a 
72-page CATALOG of over 650 titles (free with order). 


RESPONSE CODE: 7ES 


□ VISA □ MASTERCARD 
□ discover □check/MONEYORDER 


PLEASE INCLUDE POSTAGE & HANDLING $ 5.00 
Please allow 2-4 waeks for delivery 


DESTROY 


TRAP 


LUCK 
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CmZENS IN THE SEVERAL STATES 


FSOIJMER I 

IJOggy 


I only got to the first 
letter in the March 1997 
issue, before I felt com¬ 
pelled to add my two- 
cents on the subject of 
concealed carry. 

Article IV, Section 2 
of the Constitution states; 

“The citizens of each 
state shall be entitled to all privileges and 
immunities of citizens in the several states.” 

Now I’ve asked the same question as J. 
Degenhardt concerning CCWs, and while I 
make no claim to being a scholar or author¬ 
ity on constitutional law, it seems to me that 
Article IV, Section 2, spells it out pretty 
plainly, but has been disregarded by all offi¬ 
cials concerned, the same as other things set 
forth in the Constitution they’ve disregard¬ 
ed, in the name of “public safety.” It has 
become the national occupation for citizens 
to let government do their thinking for them 
rather than do for themselves, so now we 
are watching our rights being eroded almost 
faster than one can keep up with. 

For Freedom, 


Larry E. Bigham 
Loma, Mont. 


We*re not lawyers either, nor do we lay 
claim to great scholarship — but we do 
make our living working with the English 


language, and the language of the 
Constitution is very clear and its meaning 
obvious. If you study the men who penned 
the Constitution, there can be no doubt they 
were men who meant just what they said. We 
agree with you. And we think the men who 
wrote Article IV, Section 2, would, too. 


STAND UP TO BE COUNTED 



I sent money and 
words of encouragement 
to A1 Woodbridge and 
received a nice card from 
his wife. However I did 
not send it anonymously. I 
sent a personal check with 
name address and phone 


I was referred to you by Mr. John Plaster 
at the Special Operations Association 
Reunion in Las Vegas last September. I am 
trying to get information on one of my bud¬ 
dies whom I served with in SOG. His name 
is/was George W. Bacon HI. 

George and I were discharged from the 
Army in April 1969 and we both attended 
the University of Massachusetts in 1969. In 
February 1970, George went to work for the 
CIA. Aside from a brief conversation with 
George a week before Saigon fell, I have 
lost all contact with him. 

John Plaster seemed quite sure George 
was killed by Cuban operatives in Angola in 
1976, and suggested you may have further 
details. Any information you may have 
about George (articles from SOF, books, 


number. 
If you believe in what you 
are doing then sign your 
name. Let the government 
know you’re not afraid. A 
submissive posture invites 
attack. 

Steve McNeill 
Nampa, Idaho 

HE IS FALLEN 

I served with MAC-V 
SOG back in May 1968 to 
April 1969 (FOB2/CCC 
Kontum, RVN). 




Hand hold or camera mount this 
versatile night vision surveillance 
pocketscope. Includes everything 
you need to operate. Optional 
accessories facilitate mounting to 
still and video cameras. Shown 
above with 35mm camera, which is 
not included. 


Born in the U.S.A. 

American Eagle™ 
beats the competition! 
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other magazine articles, etc.) would be 
greatly appreciated. 

Enjoy your magazine — keep up the 
good work. 

De Opresso Liber 

Joe Pamar 

Gardner, Mass. 

While working in Angola as a volunteer ; 
Bacon was last seen by former English 
paratrooper Michael T. Sharpley as Bacon 
was mining a bridge in the advance of a 
large force of Cubans. George Bacon was 
never seen alive again and presumed killed. 
His story was reported in the Fall 1976 
SOF, and we re forwarding you a copy 
from our archives. 

George Bacon was a freedom fighter in 
the truest and best sense of the word. 


WHERE DOES THE MONEY GO 

My name is Andrew. I’m 14 years old. 
I am very interested in your magazine. 
Recently I asked my mom for permission 
to purchase your magazine but she refused 
to let me. She said that the money I was 
paying for “this bunch of trash” was going 
to go to some militia or anti-government 
terrorists, etc. 

I was wondering if you could help me by 
giving me information on how the money I 
pay for the magazine is spent. This would 
help me greatly. 

Andrew L. 

via E-mail 

Well Andy, first of all, listen to what 
your Mom says: With the possible excep¬ 
tion of a Marine drill sergeant, nobody s 
ever going to have your best interests at 
heart as completely as your Mom. But we 
get the impression your Mom hasn't read 
SOF; if she'd like a sample copy to decide 
with, she can call and ask for the “Flak” 
editor, and we'd be happy to send her one. 
Our publication is not written for a youth¬ 
ful audience, but many schools subscribe 
to SOF. 

We have never supported an anti- 
American-government organization, we 
have never supported a terrorist organiza¬ 
tion and never will, either philosophically 
or financially. Income from magazine sales 
and advertising goes to pay the help, pay 
taxes, and run the business. The only group 
SOF has ever supported with money is 
Refugee Relief International, a non-profit 
associate organization that has collected 
and shipped tons of free medical supplies to 
victims of wars and tyranny, and sent myri¬ 
ad medical teams to give medical aid. 

As for groups calling themselves “mili¬ 
tias” they vary from sincere patriots to peo¬ 
ple we wouldn't trust with a sharp stick. 
SOF has a political perspective editorially 
(pro-Constitution, pro-veteran, pro-law 
enforcement, pro-liberty, pro-gun, anti¬ 
communist, anti-tyranny, anti-terrorist) but 
has no relationship to any anti-government 
group or “militia.'' 5? 


£/ears From A Grateful Heart 


• Cast in durable 
high grade 
casting stone 

• Bronzetone 
finishing work 
done by highly 
skilled art staff 

• Made in the 
U.S.A. 


Satisfaction 
Guaranteed 
If you wish to return your 
purchase, do so within 30 days 
$>f your receipt of purchase for 
\t, or refund. 



Inscriptions: 

Honoring all 
who sacrificed for 
our freedom. 

Greater love has 
no one than this. 
That one lay 
down his life for 
his friends. 

John 15:13 


Size: 

14"H x 8 1/2’'W x 10”D 


free in the US: 1-800-849-5565 or fax order any tyrie; 1-517-845-5200 


Please enter my order for: Tears From A Grateful Heart By Scott Stearman 


Namei_ 

Address_ 

City/State 

Telephone#(_ 


Zip 


J 


□Check □ Money Order 
Charge my order 
□Visa QMC □ Discover 
□Full one time payment 
□Two installments of $125.00 plus a one time 
charge for shipping and sale tax if in MI 


Qty 

lUnit Price 

Total 


250.00 


Michigan add 
sale tax 6% 
Shipping / handling 
in the U.S.12.95 

Total 





Card expires 


My signature authorizes the charge to my account 

Mail to: Timothy’s Place • P.O. Box 58 • Chesaning, MI 48616 


Allow 4-6 weeks 
for delivery 


SWITCHBLADE - AUTOMATIC KNIFE COLLECTORS! 


"The Automatic Knife Resource Guide and Newsletter 11 


,/ 


B eS0Ur a nd^ e 


Resources for ALL automatic knives! 

Rare and scarce antiques! 
Americanlftalian! German! 
High-tech production models! 
Exotic handcrafted customs! 

Now in our FIFTH YEAR! 


► A MUST for ALL switchblade fans! 

> Packed with FIRST-CLASS photos!^ 

► Maintenance & repair tips! 

» Free classified ads! 

> The LATEST trends! 

» Informative articles and features! 




TO ORDER YOURS,‘send $10. for a single issue or $30. 

[$38. Foreign] for a one-year (4 issue) subscription to: 

THE NEWSLETTER 
2269 Chestnut St,Suite 212-A 
For 24hr. information call: 41 5-664-2105 San Francisco, CA 94123. USA 
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Bulletin Board 


BEWARE "MERC WORK" ZAIRE 


CANADIAN CHIEFS CONTEST GUN LAW 




Mr. Eeben Barlow, chairman of the South African security firm 
Executive Outcomes (Pty.) Ltd., tells SOF that media reports of 
their having personnel in Zaire are totally false — that EO does not 
have and never has had any personnel in Zaire. Barlow said, how¬ 
ever, there are at least some South Africans in Zaire as we go to 
press, and they uncovered two shady characters “recruiting” for 
Zaire who were “mistakenly” (according to them) using Executive 
Outcomes’ name. 

Not only does Executive Outcomes have no personnel in Zaire 
at this time, Barlow said, but they are not at this time hiring any 
personnel except those with prior service in the South African 
Defence Force, the S.A. Police Service or the ANC’s Armed Wing 
MK. If you are approached by anyone claiming to work for 
Executive Outcomes who claims to be recruiting for service in 
Zaire, or if you do not have prior South African service and anyone 
claiming to work for Executive Outcomes tries to recruit you, you 
are probably dealing with a fraud, a scam — or worse. 

According to Barlow, media reports of EO in Zaire result only 
from disinformation put out by various African intelligence ser¬ 
vices, or the misrepresentations of scam artists, and are without 
basis in fact. 

POC for the real Executive Outcomes is P.O. Box 75255, 
Lynnwood Ridge, Pretoria 0040, Republic of South Africa; fax: 27- 
12-348-1158. 


Ovide Mercredi, grand chief of the Assembly of First Nations, 
has told the Canadian House of Commons justice committee that 
unless native hunters are exempted, they will go to court to chal¬ 
lenge the draconian new Canadian gun-control law. The new law, 
which was enacted over the strong protests of the prairie provinces, 
requires registration of all Firearms, including rifles and shotguns, 
and according to Mercredi breaks treaty rights guaranteed under 
the Canadian constitution. 

Mercredi voiced no objections to restricting handguns and auto¬ 
matic weapons, but said he wanted Indians excluded from laws 
governing the registration, storage, and transportation of rifles and 
shotguns used for hunting. In a sharp exchange with Gordon Kirby 
of the governing Liberal party, Mercredi said, “Don’t play that 
game with me about criminal law and the firearms act. The fact of 
the matter is we never agreed as a people that you could make laws 
for us. That’s why we have treaties with you.” 

The controversial new Canadian law also faces a challenge in 
the Alberta Court of Appeal from the government of Alberta, which 
has sued, saying the law is unconstitutional because it deals with 


BUY GUNS. CUT GRUNTS 


The beltway buzz is that in order for DoD to pay for new 
weapons, the U.S. armed forces are going to have to cut troop 
strength. The Pentagon’s Quadrennial Defense Review (QDR), 
due 15 May, is meant to be a plan to reinvent U.S. strategy and 
force structure for the 21st century, while allowing for a shrinking 
annual defense budget. With the skyrocketing costs of the high- 
tech weaponry demanded by tomorrow’s battlefield being a con¬ 
stant, one area where the purse strings will probably be tightened 
is in troop strength. 

Streamlining infrastructure was supposed to have saved $20 bil¬ 
lion a year, but the Pentagon has only been able to identi¬ 
fy $9 billion a year in possible savings from such cuts in 
support structure. Cutting force structure, therefore, might 
save money not only through cutting personnel but also 
through reduced training costs, and in reduced costs for 
buying and maintaining equipment. 

Current studies call for cuts of 195,000 active-duty 
Army troops (from 495,000 to 300,000), cutting four Navy 
aircraft carriers, and reducing the inventory of warships 
and bombers. The cuts are supposed to be offset by the cre¬ 
ation of new highly mobile units, called New Maneuver 
Groups, that would rely on high-tech information tech¬ 
nologies to know the enemy’s location and call in sea, air 
or space-based weapons when required. 

Sound familiar? 

Some have called for mission shrinkage to parallel any 
force cuts. 


PLAIN BROWN WRAPPER 

Due to problems with the “protective” brown craft 
mailer sticking to and damaging SOF covers, we have had 
to discontinue that service. Some subscribers have written 
to say they have subsequently received their copy of SOF 
damaged in the mails. That unfortunate possibility should 
be taken up with your local postmaster. 


By and for Veterans: The DAV Vietnam Veterans National Memorial at 
Angel Fire, New Mexico — a 30-minute drive east from Taos — is one of 
America s best-kept military-historical secrets. Funded by the national 
Disabled American Veterans with local inspiration and design (ca. 1968), 
it houses donated and captured artifacts and multimedia presentations 
(including an interactive computerized archive) at the Visitor’s Center. 
The nearby Chapel gives evocative tribute to Americans who fell in that 
war. This Memorial Day, 26 May 1997, troopers will march a majestic 
30x50-foot American flag two miles to the memorial, to hear an address 
by former Capt. Diane Carlson Evans, Army Nurse Corps. Contact the 
Vietnam Veterans Memorial, Box 608, Dept. SOF, Angel Fire, NM 87710; 
phone: 505-377-6900. Regarding area tourism, contact the Angel Fire 
Chamber of Commerce; phone: 800-446-8117. 
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property and civil rights that fall under 
provincial, not federal, jurisdiction. 


MAOIST INSURGENCY SINCE 
VIETNAM 

Frank Cass Publishers of England 
announces the publication of Maoist 
Insurgency Since Vietnam by SOF Senior 
Foreign Correspondent Dr. Tom Marks. 
Selected by Choice as an outstanding acade¬ 
mic book of 1996, Maoist Insurgency Since 
Vietnam combines unparalleled academic 
research with Marks’ own eyewitness 
accounts to weld theory to practice for a 
well-rounded understanding of contempo¬ 
rary revolutionaries. Marks’ in-the-trenches 
reporting lends an edge to his analysis of the 
events, and his overview of the phenomenon 
of “people’s war.” Recommended: $19.50 
paper, $39.50 cloth, plus $4 shipping. 
Available in the United States from ISBS, 
5804 N.W. Hassala St., Portland, OR 97213- 
3644; phone: 503-287-3093; fax: 503-280- 
8832. UK orders to Frank Cass, Newbury 
House, 900 Eastern Ave., Newbury Park, 
Ilford, Essex 1G2 7HH, England. 


THE SUN AND THE ART OF WAR 

The Pentagon is working on plans to mollify the crippling 
effects of a Solar Maximum expected to begin around March 2000, 
which could have a disastrous effect on military surveillance, nav¬ 
igation and communications, as it is expected it will have sufficient 
force to disrupt, degrade or block radios, radars, and spy satellites. 


This solar flare activity is cyclical and typically “mushrooms” 
every 11 years. During the Civil War, unusual solar activity induced 
sufficient current in telegraph lines that transmissions could be sent 
with no outside power source. During the last cycle, our military 
and commo satellites were robust enough to physically withstand 
the enhanced electromagnetic radiation (such as X-rays), extreme 
ultraviolet and radio waves, charged particle beams and other emis- 





The SUB-9 is a semi-automatic rifle for 
the 9 mm Luger cartridge. By changing 
the grip assembly the SUB-9 will accept 
most double column high capacity 
handgun magazines. 

By rotating the barrel the SUB-9 can 
instantly be reduced to a size of 16 x 7 
inches.The reapplication of the barrel 
to shooting position can be achieved in 
less than a second. 


First the P-11 Pistol. Now the SUB-9 Rifle 

— -— m G> 




The P-11 is a semi-automatic, locked 
breech pistol in 9 mm Luger. Double 
Action Oily, it is still the smallest and 
lightest full capacity 9 mm ever made. 

Many accessories are now available: 
Belt dip, Tritium sights, trigger shoe, grip 
and magazine extensions. 


KEL-TEC CNC INC 
PO BCX 3427 
oocm FL 32924-3427 

Phone 407-631-0068 
Fax 407-631-1169 
E aimkeltec@aol.com 
Web: www.kel-tec.com 
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STEINER MILITARY/ MARINE 


Battle Tested & Ready For Action. 

They've stood up to some of the toughest conditions in 
the world. That's what makes these rugged, lightweight 
Steiner binoculars the free world's leading military 
binoculars. So whatever action you have in f 7\, 
mind-whatever environment you challenge- ( : '0; ^W 
Steiner stands ready with optics that deliver • 
sharp, crisp images with German precision. I jffh 

The Steiner 8x30 Military/Marine. Once focused , it's 
sharp from 20 yards out for fast recognition of your 
target. Also available in 6x 30, 7x 35, 7x 50, 

9x 40 and 10 x 50 models. 

Pioneer Research 

216 Haddon Ave., Westmont. NJ 08108 
(609)854-2424, (800)257-7742, Fax: (609)858-8695 

Steiner Optlk Canada, Inc. 

52 Chatham St., West, Suite 300, 

Windsor, Ontario N9A 5M6 Canada (519)258-7263 




if pioneer 


Get a new perspective on the world of small arms 
with SMALL ARMS WORLD REPORT 

—the journal from the INSTITUTE FOR RESEARCH 
ON SMALL ARMS IN INTERNATIONAL SECURITY 

Write for more information or send US $5 
(refundable with membership) for sample 
copy of SMALL ARMS WORLD REPORT to: 

IjRSAIS 

6320 Olde Towne Ct., Dept. A 
Alexandria, VA 22307 
(703) 765-9771 
FAX: (703) 765-9773 

IRSAIS accepts American Express 


IheievelOLJN’TENSITY 

QnlkBATTLEFIELD 

I * 


sions from the sun. However, these space 
environmental effects are on the same 
wavelengths and frequencies used by U.S. 
military communications, radar and space 
systems — which means such systems 
could be useless during periods of intense 
solar activity — and at no point in history 
have we been so dependent on so many 
assets vulnerable to being crippled by such 
extraordinary solar activity. 

It is considered likely that in the upcom¬ 
ing Solar Maximum, satellite commo 
(voice, data, and imagery) will be degraded 
and at some times wiped out when 
increased drag on low-earth orbit satellites 
causes them to miss intended targets and 
missions. Satellite navigational systems 
such as GPS are expected to be degraded to 
the point they produce errors from 10 to 100 
meters during the best of times, and fail 
completely during the worst periods. 
Ground-based radar systems are expected to 
be useless at times due to background noise, 
or even worse, provide bogus information. 
This translates to false-target and unreliable 
launch-detection information for early 
warning radar systems. 

The Air Force has hired NASA to devel¬ 
op and install an X-ray imager on a weather 
satellite being built for NOAA, to measure 
and predict the worst periods, so that com¬ 
munications can be re-routed. NASA is 
already developing a spacecraft called 
Advanced Composition Explorer that will 
watch for solar storm activity from an orbit 
1.5 million kilometers from earth, starting 
in 1997. This is intended to provide warning 
of solar storm activity an hour before its 
effects are felt on earth. With warning, it is 
hoped satellites can be reoriented to protect 
them from particle bombardment, and vari¬ 
ous systems can be shut down to avoid 
Solar Maximum effects. 


REFUGEE RELIEF INTERNATIONAL 

Refugee Relief International (RRI), a 
registered non-profit agency, sends high- 
risk volunteer medical missions (toting 
medical supplies donated by loyal SOF 
readers and others) into the forgotten back¬ 
waters of the world such as in S.E. and S.W. 
Asia and Latin America. They go there to 
help the little guys and their families, suf¬ 
fering from the horrors and privations of 
war and the ensuing diseases and associated 
medical problems. SOF and RRI even 
smuggled fire-fighting and EMT gear into 
beleaguered Sarajevans. A medical team 
just got back from Burma and Cambodia. 

Simply put, these endeavors require 
money and medical supplies. RRI will 
gratefully accept your tax-deductible dona¬ 
tions of money or any medical supply or 
equipment that does not have to be refrig¬ 
erated or locked up — even volunteers 
who are medically qualified for hazardous 
relief missions. 

For more info, contact Alex Me Coll at 
phone: 303-449-3750; fax 303-444-5617; 
or by mail at P.O. Box 693, Boulder, CO 
80306. You 'll be glad you did. ^ 
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New, Eye-Opening, Documented 
FREE REPORT Proves... 

Now, You Can Destroy Any Attacker Using 
Never-Before-Seen “Killing” Techniques 

Creator of Official US. Navy SEAL Combat System Releases Brutal New 
Gun & Knife. Sections Of His Instructor Qualification Fighting Series 


C an you disarm a man holding a knife to 
your throat? What if a car-jacker sticks a 
gun through your window — and your 
wife, girlfriend, or child is sitting beside you? 

In an often brutal yet professionally direct ap¬ 
proach, Jeny Peterson’s new video series shows 
you how to destroy these attackers, while taking 
you to the ultimate level of fighting. 

The culmination of a 2-year transformation 
from actual SCARS military archive techniques, 
his Instructor Qualification Series offers you the 
opportunity to learn what until now was taught to 
military Special Operations forces (SEALS, Rang¬ 
ers, Green Ber&s, etc.). 

It’s been called “the most brutally effective 
fighting system ever seen.” 

Before explaining more about this system, 
here’s how Jerry Peterson, the creator of this sys¬ 
tem, became the first — and only — civilian ever 
to standardize, license and teach a hand-to-weapon 
fighting system to the United States military. 

In 1989, Naval Special Warfare Command 
(NSWC), the group which controls all SEAL ac¬ 
tivity, was looking for ways to standardize hand- 
to-weapon combat techniques. After an exhaus¬ 
tive review, they had rejected every single mar¬ 
tial art form in the world. 

They found each completely unworkable in 
combat-oriented fighting situations where SEALS 
were in full gear, carrying 100# packs, and often 
knee-deep in water. 

Amazing Scientific System 
Then a SEAL NSWC officer (with black belts 
in 3 martial arts) saw Jerry Peterson’s scientific 
fighting system. What he stumbled on wasn’t mar¬ 
tial arts. In fact it was unlike anything he’d ever 
seen before. 

The SEAL officer watched in disbelief as a 
class of inexperienced students threw real punches 
for virtually 1 full hour, never repeating the same 
sequences. In one session he witnessed more fight¬ 
ing than most martial arts students see in a year. 

Later, two top brass at NSWC saw the officer 
demonstrating moves he’d learned. But intrigue 
turned to doubt when they learned the originator 
was an ex-Army enlisted man. 

Still they met with Jerry, as much out of admi¬ 
ration for his Vietnam record as anything (he spent 
15 months as lead point for Charlie Company, the 
173rd Airborne —one of the most decorated units 
of the war). As Vietnam vets, the SEAL officers 
figured Jerry at least would understand their needs. 

Easily Defeats Decorated SEAL 
But they were totally unprepared for what hap¬ 
pened. To prove his system, Jerry Peterson and a 
highly-decorated SEAL Officer (and at 240, 100 
pounds heavier than Jerry) went toe-totoe — but 
at half speed. To the Officer’s amazement he was 
instantly disabled and dropped to his knees. 

Only then did he realize — had he not been 
talked out of going full speed by others who knew 
the awesome power of Jerry Peterson’s system, 
his false confidence in his martial arts training and 
in his sheer size advantage would have left him 
with an arm broken as easily as a match stick! 

In 5 short minutes these SEAL officers — men 
who had seen everything in the way of brutal fight¬ 


ing, and who had virtually unlimited budgets to 
develop the SEALS into the world’s best — were 
blown away by Jeny Peterson’s Autokinematic m 
fighting system. 

Officially Required SEAL Training 

Following a pilot program at Command head¬ 
quarters all SEALS began receiving this training. 
Still, hardheaded, cocky, non-believing SEALS, 
many with extensive martial arts backgrounds, con¬ 
stantly tested Jeny: 

□ SEALS are the most proficient combat swim¬ 
mers in the world. Yet 40-year-old Jerry (who 
wasn’t a particularly good swimmer) “drowned” 
SEAL after SEAL in training. His scientific prin¬ 
ciples apply on any terrain. 

□ SEALS are trained to run 20 miles in soft sand. 
But Jeny (who really wasn’t in great shape) had 
them gasping just 5 minutes into his first work¬ 
outs while he participated effortlessly. He used 
breathing techniques others had never seen (tech¬ 
niques he can teach you in minutes). 

□ In Europe Jerry challenged a deployed SEAL pla¬ 
toon to pin him against a wall. All thought it a joke. 
Yet he escaped — from the grasp of 14 of the most 
proficient fighting men in the world (then showed it 
was no trick — simply physics, and easily learned). 

Today SEALS use all these scientific techniques 
and many more. Since 1989, Navy SEALS go 
through a minimum of 40 and up to 600 rigorous 
hours of Jerry Peterson’s training prior to deploy¬ 
ment (often in intense, 24-hour a day sessions). 

Top Government Officials Amazed 

His system was demonstrated to Navy Admi¬ 
rals, a 4-Star General, and Congressional leaders 
— as well as the Secretary of the Navy and the 
U.S. Secretary of Defense! 

Jerry was even called in prior to Desert Storm 
to brief the military on using Neural Offensive 
Linguistics™ (a cornerstone of his system, it de¬ 
fines a mind set which eliminates all defensive 
thinking, allowing anyone, even you, to make in¬ 
stantaneously correct decisions in the midst of any 
hostile environment). 

Devastating Power Gives You 
An Unfair Advantage 

In his HCS video course Jerry Peterson intro¬ 
duced you to his revolutionary system. 

Now, with the publication of Jerry Peterson’s 
SCAR-HCS Hand-To-Weapon fighting system, 
Jerry leads you into the never-before-seen world 
of brutal, no-holds-barred gun, knife and club fight¬ 
ing — material you’ve never seen (unless you were 
in elite Special Operation forces). 

You’ll leam the same hand-to-weapon tech¬ 
niques, the same mental approaches, the same ’kill’ 
sets Jerry developed for over 200 SEAL SCARS 
instructors. (These SCARS instructors now teach 
this system to all branches of the military Spec Op 
forces — Army, Navy and Air Force). 

You’ll know how to defeat, seriously disable 
and, when necessary, Jail anyone threatening your 
life or the life of a loved one or friend! 

Guaranteed To Work In Your Most 
Nightmarish Hostile Situation 

Everything in his system was proven in the most 
intense war lab of the past 30 years — Vietnam! 


But this isn’t a 
course to impress 
friends at your Karate 
studio. The Instructor 
Qualification Series is 
Jerry Peterson’s com¬ 
plete professional 
fighting system. 

And professional 
fighting has but one 
objective: to defeat an 
attacker incredibly 
fast. In 29 years 
Jerry’s longest fight 
lasted but 5 seconds! 

This system is only for those who need a pow¬ 
erful yet amazingly simple system (simple because 
it's based on quickly-mastered scientific principles 
not a difficult art form) to protect them in life- 
threatening situations. 

No Navy SEAL has ever lost in hand-to-hand 
combat when correctly applying Jerry’s system! 
And they never will (nor will you) because ... his 
system is undefeatable! 

This Totally Integrated System Enables 
You To Destroy Any Attacker — 
With Absolutely No Fear Or Hesitation! 

Cheap imitators advertise fighter after fighter 
after fighter — a hodgepodge of unrelated, nonsci- 
entific moves. Now they even fig, hoping to con you 
into believing SEALS would lose to these guys. But 
they know. No one beats a Peterson-trained SEAL. 

These ’wanna-bes’ teach one move if an attacker 
swings a fist at you, another if he’s got a knife. 

But Jerry Peterson’s scientific system teaches 
you why you MUST use the exact same techniques 
— with a weapon or without! What everyone else 
teaches is wrong. Just ask the SEALS! 

The imitators claim they’ve trained Navy 
SEALS. But Jerry Peterson is the sole creator of 
the official hand-to-hand and hand-to-weapon com¬ 
bat fighting system used by the SEALS today. 

He’s the only civilian with a Naval Special 
Warfare course number ( SCARS-CFC # K-431- 
0096) plus a new $2.5 million military facility 
predicated solely on his SCARS training. 

The Navy SEAL ‘wanna-be’ trainers? They’ve 
got nothing — no official status, no course number. 

Free Special Report Reveals 
GUN And KNIFE Fighting Secrets 

Jerry Peterson’s system is brutal. It has to be. 
Yet it’s surprisingly easy to leam. It requires NO 
athletic ability, NO speed, NO conditioning. 

And because his videos offer an unprecedented 
3 camera angles (including a new overhead shot), 
you can leam this scientific system in just days; 
specific techniques often in just minutes. 

Jerry has created a Free special report reveal¬ 
ing the amazing details about his scientific weap¬ 
ons fighting system — the system which has made 
the Navy SEALS an undefeatable fighting force. 

It’s easy to get your free copy. Just call 

1 - 800 - 600-1420 

24-hours for a Free recorded message to get your 
F ree report. International, call 602-921 -8533. 

O Copyright 1896 Charllon & Co, Inc. 



Official SEAL SCARS-CFC 
Creator Jerry Peterson 
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Suck Wiuie Watch 


Deeds , Not Words 


The president is very good with words. 

Bill Clinton was a smart kid; educated well in Arkansas and in 
Oxford, England; inspired by JFK. Nowadays, Clinton lectures to 
America live through TV cameras, recording his place in U.S. his¬ 
tory. His State of the Union address in February lasted exactly 1 
hour. Washington elite and guests listened politely. 

As commander in chief (CIC) he was obliged to talk defense, too. 

America must be an “unrelenting force for peace.” Our troops 
have done “a remarkable job” in Bosnia-Herzegovina. More praise: 
“America must do right by them [military],... They are the world’s 
finest.” Forces must be kept “strong and ready.” 

Nice words — to be matched by good deeds'! That’s what 
really counts. Consider this: Having performed well in one year 
of Balkan peacekeeping, the services’ reward is the opportunity 
to do another 18 months. 

His selection for secretary of defense was quickly confirmed by 
the Senate. William Cohen, retired Republican senator from Maine (a 
place where plain speech is the currency), has to keep the CIC honest. 

Perceptions Of Clinton 

Cohen must listen to the assessments and fears of the generals 
and admirals who have smelled the smoke and seen the body 
bags. And former SecDef William Perry won’t be an easy act to 
follow. He was respected; Pentagon types apparently felt he did 



The Arkansas Vietnam Veterans’ Memorial (right) was autho¬ 
rized by the state legislature in 1983, during the governorship of 
Bill Clinton, and completed in ’87. It occupies a solemn place on 
the lawn of the Capitol building in Little Rock. 


his best — considering Perry’s boss. 

Many veterans, especially of Vietnam, swear Clinton really dis¬ 
likes the U.S. military and his wife has a left-wing elitist’s hatred 
of American military men. It’s no surprise, and is unfortunate, that 
significant numbers of troops, in all branches, do not like or respect 
their commander in chief. (In contrast, many Americans left mili¬ 
tary service in the ’80s with good will toward Ronnie Rayguns, 
their CIC.) Then there’s law enforcement — another prominent 
segment of the “American gun culture.” 

The Fraternal Order of Police leadership’s politicized endorse- 
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ment of incumbent Clinton wasn’t even worth the ink in the news¬ 
papers, several law officers — municipal up to fed — griped to 
SOF at last year’s Las Vegas convention. 

Give Slick a saxophone, but not a pellet gun. He’d shoot his eye out. 

He did do a superb job of another form of ’60s E&E: staying in 
school, avoiding the draft — like many other young men. He even¬ 
tually became a vigorous southem-Democrat apparatchik , then a 
charismatic governor who emphasized public education. 

Vietnam has followed him: Gov. Clinton’s name is on the 
Arkansas Vietnam Veterans’ Memorial at the state capital in Little 
Rock — the Clintons’ stepping stone to Washington. Governor to 
president — just like Reagan and Carter. Only Clinton blundered 
badly over something his predecessors knew better of: A rookie lib¬ 
eral president immediately pushes for military acceptance of openly 
homosexual recruits. Georgia Senator Sam Nunn and allies outma- 
neuver and embarrass the president; discreet cheers (male and 
female) sound at places like Norfolk, Fort Benning, and the local 
VFW. If ever a CIC got off on the wrong foot, Slick Willie did.' 

His budgets favor post-Cold War rebuilding; money is tight. The 
military is stretched. Army Times newspaper has reported at length 
on “creeping hollowness.” Yet Clinton shows Anglophile eagerness 
to commit U.S. war-fighting assets to noble-sounding nation-build¬ 
ing missions that, like Somalia, sometimes fail. 

Item: Army Special Forces at Waco — May ’95 SOF. Here at 
home, observers and activists are alarmed: The line between civil¬ 
ian law enforcement and military has blurred. Meanwhile, the 
Clinton administration diplomatically beckons to China — where 
the peoplearmy is used against the people. 

The returning CIC still has a lot to learn. (Good citizens that we 
are, maybe we’ll donate a subscription to SOF.) 

M16s, MREs and MRCs 

Cohen and Clinton have clashed before over broken promises in 
military policy. 

Item: Clinton has pushed to secure congressional ratification of 


Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC) while curiously ignoring 
apparent Russian efforts to circumvent the proposed ban — 
February op-ed essay, Wall Street Journal 

Times are changing. The former doctrine of a U.S. military 
capable of two Desert Storm-sized regional conflicts simultaneous¬ 
ly — two major regional contingencies (MRCs) requiring a stag¬ 
gering number of troops, bullets, MREs, Tomahawks, F-16s — has 
become “1+1+1”: a Desert Storm + a Desert Shield + a Bosnia op. 
It is a hopeful goal for thinly stretched forces. 

Coming soon: the Quadrennial Defense Review, a major 
Pentagon dissertation on future defense needs and capabilities. 
Facts, figures, projections, dollar signs, contingencies, stamped Top 
Secret for actual closed-door use; illustrate, package, ship to the 
Oval Office and Congress. 

Let Cohen, a poet, explain to a president who truly is horrified 
by violence that DoD’s function is defending this nation, not sup¬ 
porting an armed Peace Corps. 

A Tired Cop 

To his credit (and true to his nature) Clinton this year lent a 
sympathetic ear to complaints by Gulf War veterans suffering from 
mysterious ailments and Pentagon foot-dragging, and took action. 
With the right mix of advisers, even a jazz musician/career politi¬ 
cian can intellectually grasp some military necessities. Taking care 
of the troops is an important one. 

Cohen is not an isolationist, but dislikes regular use of the DoD 
as global cop. In this White House’s weltpolitik , DoD takes a lot of 
“911 calls.” 

“Mr. Clinton has been correctly criticized,” the authoritative 
Defense News opined in December, “for a waffling foreign policy 
that has eroded the U.S. image in other world capitals.” It extolled 
Cohen’s competence in defense issues and speculated on future 
head-butting with an equally competent and respected personage, 
(new) Secretary of State Madeleine Albright. 

The SecDef has a big rucksack to carry. ^ 
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by Col. Michael E. Haas, USAF (Ret.) 


I Was There 


"\Guardian Angel" 



i o as you were trained, and don’t 

' 1 ysirtio.” Two simple rules that 

J-X will keep )mMt people alive in 
most combat imsl of the time. 

As most veterans will tell you, though, 
sometimes it lakes a big dose of good luck 
as well. And finally, there’s a third, extreme 
category of survival: Beyond training and 
keeping cool, beyond even luck, it is one in 
which your guardian angel, abused and 
thoroughly irritated with your irrational 
behavior, slid saves you from your deter¬ 
mined altcmpls so kill yourself. 

On 21 April I was definitely in the 
third category, as I was doing everything 
humanly possible to join the crew of an 
a-Mull helicopter Hight from which no one 
returned uli vc. 

In 1969. ihe u Robin Hoods” of the 173rd 
A&Saldr Helicopter Comply were stationed 
at L£j Kk\ Republic of South Vietnam. 
Located some 60 miles northwest of 
Satgoti, Lai Klie was a former Japanese air- 
ikld Lind now headquarters of the ‘‘Big Red 
One” I st Inftintry Division. As a captain and 


courtesy 


assistant flighL-plalooii commander with the 
2nd Platoon's “slice” helicopters, 1 was 
about to replace the soon-to-depart platoon 
commander. my roommate Captain Arnold 
Sanford. The replacement would take place 
all right, bm not in a way anyone could pos¬ 
sibly foresee. 

Being based within flying minutes of the 
notorious Weu Zones C and D, as well as the 
Hobo Wood*, kept the Robin Hoods and the 
1st Man try grunts busy chasing bad guys 
through the Iron Triangle most every day of 
the week; basic UH-1 “Huey” assault stuff. 
We weren't exactly up to our knees in 
grenade pins, but Charlie rated our efforts 
high enough to warrant rocketing and mor¬ 
taring our base during one stretch that last¬ 
ed 133 slruighl days. By the spring of ’69 
everybody had their routines down pat. By 
day wedu&ed Godless Communists around 
the countryside, even catching the slow 
ones on occasion and punishing them for 
scaring us !*u badly. At night we “Running 
Dogs of the Imperialist Wall Street 
Bankers” got our payback, in the form of 


82mm mortar rounds and nasty ] 22mm 
rockets. Then some clever "Big Red Ope Lh 
proposed a change in tactics [hat imnniKeri a 
nasty surprise on the Yki Cong in our 
neighborhood. In the end be had it half 
right: It would indeed be a nasty surprise. 

The proposed “surprise package'' would 
be a night helicopter assault flown by the 
Robin Hoods, with the 2nd plalooifu slicks 
flying the grunts into an unlit and otherwise 
unsecured landing zone in War Zone C. To 
further ensure surprise, each slick was lo fly 
as part of a totally blacked-out V formal inn, 
with the pilots of each helo flying (bn nation 
only by the reddish glow* coining from ihe 
cockpit lights of the uirerufl 10 ili> quahtf- 
front. The 1st Infantry command & control 
helo would fly overhead, liming Ihc assault 
and ensuring free airspace for the flight. 

There was only one problem: Vietnam- 
era assault helicopter pitots had virtually no 
training in night-assault Hying: nor were 
night-vision goggles available then. In fny 
six months in-country I had, up until dieu, 
exactly one night assault, and thaL with b 
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near-full moon. This operation would have 
virtually no moon. And as the mission was 
laid on for the night of the 23rd, the same day 
it was first briefed to the Robin Hoods, there 
would be no rehearsals or even a refresher 
night formation flight. Protests from a hand¬ 
ful of the aircraft commanders were silenced 
with the “orders are orders” routine. 

The morning of the 23rd found me at our 
battalion headquarters at Phu Loi, a 30- 
minute flight southeast of Lai Khe. Sanford 
had sent me there to handle some routine 
administrative matters that would take a cou¬ 
ple of days. Later that afternoon 1 was sur¬ 
prised to receive a call from him, telling me 
to return at once to Lai Khe to fly as his co¬ 
pilot on the night assault. Then, inexplicably, 
he reversed himself in mid-conversation and 
told me to stay at Phu Loi to finish my work. 

I wasn’t having any of that! 
Extremely anxious to get night-flight 
assault experience as flight leader, I 
wasn’t about to miss this rare opportu¬ 
nity just to push papers. In making my 
“final decision” clear to Sanford, a 
major argument ensued with my boss. 
A former NCO, Sanford quickly made 
it equally clear to me (in no uncertain 
terms) that roommate or not, he was 
still the boss. Further, that my “border¬ 
line insubordination” was putting me 
way over on the wrong side of the bor¬ 
der; end of subject. I stayed at Phu Loi. 

Sometime later I was awakened by 
someone shaking my shoulder, and report¬ 
ing the results of the 1st Division’s “nasty 
surprise.” An hour earlier, a 1st Division 
UH-1 Charlie-model gunship had collided 
with one of the blacked-out Robin Hoods in 
the flight. A huge fireball lit the night sky 
before the shattered pieces from both air¬ 
craft tumbled to earth. 

The Robin Hood that took the blow was 
Sanford's lead ship, the exact one that I had 
fought so bitterly to get on only hours earli¬ 
er. Sanford, the pilot who replaced me, 
CW2 Roger Martin Auld, Jr., and 15 others 
died in the catastrophe. 

The next morning I returned to Lai Khe 
to find that what was now my platoon still 
was in a deep state of shock. Of the five of 
us that shared our plywood hooch, one was 
killed and one wounded; my replacement 
would be rated by the VA as 100% disabled 
with Post-Traumatic Delayed Stress 
Syndrome; and his replacement also would 
struggle with the condition. 

Other than myself, that left only former 
CW2 Lee Kohl, an excellent pilot with the 
charming if disconcerting habit at the time 
of donning his khaki uniform at night and, 
with the help of wine-sponsored genius, 
practicing his “Medal of Honor acceptance 
speech.” What he got instead was a Purple 
Heart, escaping death by millimeters after 
an AK-47 round slammed into his flight hel¬ 
met, merely grazing his forehead before 
exiting out the other side. 

For some, the “longest war in American 
history” ended in a violent spasm of pain. 

For others, it is still being waged. ^ 
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Combat Weaponcraft 


Text & Photos by Jeff Hoffman 


Sniping in A Winter Wonderiand 


L aw-enforcement snipers in extremely 
cold weather face unique obstacles 
that are not immediately apparent. 
Excellent shooting ability and decision¬ 
making and the best field craft can be use¬ 
less if the sniper is not prepared for the 
obstacles present in an extreme cold envi¬ 
ronment. If you ever have to exercise your 
sniping skills in a place like Montana in the 
winter the short notes presented here can 
mean the difference between a successful 
operation and complete disaster. 

Once deployed, a sniper can enter his 
“shooting bubble” and tune out discomfort. 
But discomfort is not the issue. Extreme cold 
presents obstacles that can easily make it 
physically impossible for you to perform. The 
counter to this mission threat is preparation. 
You must have the ability during cold weath¬ 
er to perform on call, not “Well, let me think 
about it and get my stuff together.” Situations 
don’t wait for you. Use your gear in extreme 
weather training to evaluate it. Do not sched¬ 
ule your training for good shooting days. 

Shoot with the weather that is present 
whenever you train, and be sure to sched¬ 
ule training in months when the weather is 
extreme. Trial and error will allow you to 
get used to your equipment, discover its 
faults, and correct them. And document 
your training. 

While I don’t believe that being a good 
hunter automatically qualifies one to be a 
sniper, I am a firm believer that it is benefi¬ 


cial to spend at least a few days each year 
practicing your field craft while hunting in 
the cold temperature extremes you are like¬ 
ly to experience in a field situation. Among 
the specific things you will notice is the 
effect on your rifle. If your breath ever 
touches your scope in -10 degree weather, it 
will immediately frost it over. If this occurs 
while you are getting into position for a nec¬ 
essary shot you may have blown it right 
there. It is very easy to do this even when 
you are aware of it. 

Two suggestions: One, have pop-off lens 
caps installed on your scope. Keep them on. 
Caps, such as those made by Butler Creek, 
protect the scope from other debris and 
scratches. You don’t want to be constantly 
adjusting to changes in your equipment. 
Secondly, have tissue easily available to wipe 
away the frost if it occurs. This is no time to 
be concerned about fancy lens wipes or clean¬ 
ers. Regular tissue will work fine. Keep sev¬ 
eral wads in outside pockets. 

Eyeglasses are worse than scopes as far 
as fogging or frosting. The truth is many 
snipers wear glasses. In extremely cold 
weather, fogging of your eyeglasses is 
almost unavoidable, especially when it is so 
cold you need to wear a face-mask type knit 
cap. Two solutions: One, the tissue men¬ 
tioned earlier. These will also be handy for 
your binoculars and spotting scope. Another 
very good option is contact lenses. I normal¬ 
ly do not wear contacts but I wear them in 


these situations. Specifically, the disposable 
daily-wear lenses are now available at low 
cost. Keep extra sets in your gear in case you 
lose one putting them in. Keep a spare set of 
regular glasses in case your eyes get irritated 
during the operation. 

Along this same line, once your rifle is 
cold during an operation, keep it cold. If 
you get into a vehicle to warm up and bring 
your rifle with you, it will immediately col¬ 
lect condensation on all metal and glass 
including the lenses. The condensation will 
then frost over. 

Extreme cold weather will congeal any 
excess lube on your rifle. This can slow and 
limit the impact of the firing pin. Avoid 
excess lubricant especially on your firing- 
pin spring and assembly. I suggest a light 
film of lightweight oil instead of any grease 
during extremely cold weather. If you are 
knowledgeable and authorized, you can dis¬ 
assemble the bolt and handle this yourself. 
Otherwise, advise your armorer of your 
concern and have him do it. 

Metal conducts temperatures very well. 
If any bare skin, such as your trigger finger, 
remains against metal very long, your fin¬ 
gers will got cold, stiff, insensitive and use¬ 
less. You and your commander need to be 
aware of this. A sniper’s situation is different 
from the rest of the team: You need to be on 
scene, often exposed to the elements, con¬ 
stantly ready for hours. The rest of the team 
can more easily rotate to warm up or even 



II ~ J 


Once deployed, a sniper can enter his “shooting bubble” and tune 
out discomfort. But discomfort is not the issue: A sniper must be 
undetected and physically able to perform a unique job. 
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Manufacturers 
% end Dealers 
fl’om all over 
' the ■OOcirld 
displaying 
unusual and 
/ hard-to-firitl 
- iterns. 


May 23*25,1997 

Memorial Day Weekend at Knob Creek 6un Range 


Machine Gun snoot Live Fire: s m 
Demo s, Submachine Gun 

F|jT 

fiDmuetjimns.More... , - 


All photos © Jim Bonis 1996 

For the last ten years Machine Guri News has been defivering informative articles 
on everything from rare to modern automatic weaponry. And now, Machine Gun News 
is celebrating their 10th anniversary with the biggest machine gun event ever! 

This is a must-attend affair for Manufacturers, Dealers, and ail Gun Enthusiasts. 
Three action-packed days and nights of activities. Join us at Knob Creek for the ultimate 
full-auto phenomenon of 1997. 

Military Gun Show!!! 

AH the latest firearms , rarest collectables , and accessories. 

Machine Gun News Shows Inc.- PO Box 20459 • Hot Springs AR 71903 • (50t) 525 7514 • FAX {501) 525-7519 
Brought to you by Machine Gun News Shows Inc. 


U.S.M.C. 2025 

A performance knife for the future! 


Features & Specs: 

•12-1/8" overall. 

•7“ tempered high carbon steel blade. 

•A "ring' guard provides extra control and hand protection. ^ #UC977 

•Fiber reinforced ABS handle is impact, heat cold, and acid resistant. 

•The blade is 1/2 serrated for extra cutting power and features a low visibility grey coated finish. 
•Includes a black polypropylene sheath with a nylon belt loop and quick-release notch. 

For A Dealer Near You, Contact 

United Cutlery Brands 

Dept. SOF • 1425 United Blvd. • Seviervllle, TN 37876 

Phone: (423) 428 2532 Fax: (423) 428-2267 

Dealer & Distributor Inquiries Welcomel pi 997 united cuueiy corp. 


stay in a warm area until needed for an entry. 

If a commander requires you to be ready 
for an immediate, on-demand shot for more 
than a few minutes, your exposed finger on 
that trigger will be less capable of precision. 

The problem of uselessly cold fingers 
can occur almost immediately when loading 
your rifle in the cold. Top-loading 
Remington actions almost always require 
bare fingers to handle individual cartridges 
and insert them into the magazine. Solution: 
Don’t load in the cold, load ahead of time. 

Keep a variety of clothing available in 
your call-out bag to adjust to any condition. 
Specific recommendations: Remember that 
you may be required to lie nearly motionless 
in the snow for hours while remaining vigi¬ 
lant, alert, and ready to shoot. Overdress, but 
leave your clothing well vented while mov¬ 
ing into position. Avoid working up a sweat. 
Once in position you can close up the vents. 

Good headgear, including face covering, 
is essential especially if there is any wind. A 
windproof covering is better than a plain 
knit cap. Boots must not be tight. I have had 
best results with the military canvas-cov¬ 
ered “mucklucks” with wool felt linings. 
Snowmobile-type boots also work well. 

For outer wear I recommend insulated 
coveralls or a combination of insulated bib 
overalls plus a good parka. I know, I can 
hear commanders everywhere yelling that 
all team members, including snipers, must 
wear standard uniforms. Our SRT has a 
very good commander and a good policy: 
Our snipers wear what they need to do the 
job and let the balance of the team know 
what we look like. That might mean wood¬ 
land camo in the pines, desert camo on the 
prairie, Ghillie suits or snow camo. 

A sniper must be undetected and physi¬ 
cally able to perform a unique job. A snow¬ 
bank 200 feet outside a trailer house that con¬ 
tains a rifle-armed hostagetaker is entirely 
the wrong place and time for the sniper to be 
wearing SWAT black just because everyone 
else is wearing it. Our team purchased the 
West German snow camo to solve this prob¬ 
lem. It is loose-fitting cotton, worn over your 
"‘non-standard” but warm snowmobile suit. I 
highly recommend Gore-Tex as a shelf mate¬ 
rial for your warm clothes. It is wind and 
water proof. Otherwise, while you are lying 
in that snow, your body heat will tend to melt 
the snow you are on, thus getting your 
clothes wet and rendering you cold and inef¬ 
fective. Your foam shooting mat can also be 
a great aid in these situations. Again, it’s not 
“unmacho” if it helps you to do your job. 

To cover your hands I recommend a 
thin pair of warm gloves to shoot with. 
Nomex pilot’s gloves are the best I have 
used, but be sure they are not too tight. In 
addition, you should have a very warm pair 
of gloves or even mittens. You can slip the 
mitten off your shooting hand when you 
need to make the shot. 

Avoid cotton for wear next to your skin; 
wool or synthetics are best. Cotton socks or 
long johns are inferior insulators when dry 

Continued on page 71 
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THE TRAINING YOU WANT 
At The Price You Need! 


10 DAY SEMINARS 


ONLY $ 1999 


• Hotel, breakfast and lunch, limo service 
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17-DAY COMPLETE SEMINAR 


3 DAY EP INTRODUCTION 


2999 


ONLY $ 449 


ONLY 
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fields: Executive protection, 
Federal Agents, Military 
, [Intelligence, Private Investigations, 
Attorney-at-law, 

Law Enforcement. 


Applicants must pass extensive 
background checks. 

CALL OR WRITE FOR 
FREE CATALOG, INFORMATION 
AND AVAILABLE DATES! 
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Adventure Quartermaster 


Applegate-Fairbaim Fighting Knife - By Boker 

SOF readers will be familiar with the history of the Applegate- 
Fairbaim fighting knife: how it was developed during WWH by 
OSS close-combat instructor Major Rex Applegate and the British 
SOE’s former commando instructor Captain W.E. Fairbaim for elite 
Allied forces as a replacement for the Fairbaim-Sykes commando 



ated with the Applegate-Fairbaim has been getting one. 

We were pleased to learn at the SHOT Show that Colonel 
Applegate and Boker of Solingen have struck a deal whereby Boker 
will manufacture the Applegate-Fairbaim fighting knife from 
Solingen 440C stainless, with a glass-fiber reinforced Delrin® han¬ 
dle, in two iterations. Both are faithful to the original design and fea¬ 
ture the superbly balanced, weighted handle and functional, slightly 
forward-swept cross guard. The A-F 11 has a partly serrated blade 
and comes in a Kydex sheath by Bladetech @ $126, and the A-F 12 
is sheathed in Cordura with a standard blade @ $107.50. Both come 
in a presentation box, and both feature bead-blasted blades etched 
with the signatures of both Applegate and Fairbaim. The production 
examples we examined were flawless in every respect, as one would 
expect from Boker, and it is simply hard to believe the price for the 
quality. Boker has truly done justice to a superb design. 

For more information, contact Boker USA, Inc., Dept. SOF, 
1550 Balsam St., Lakewood, CO 80215-3117; phone: 303-462- 
0662; fax: 303-462-0668; E-Mail: bokemsa@worldnet.att.net. 


Tactical Surveillance Binos 

Trusted for years by SpecOps units, the Steiner 8x30 Military B 
tactical binocular is now available as an off-the-shelf unit to civil¬ 
ians. Designed specifically for spotters in tactical situations, it can 
be used in conjunction with mil-dot or other tactical-reticle rifle 
scopes, as it features an M-22 reticle — the same type as used in the 
G.L 7x50 Steiner binocular. This reticle measures in the same incre¬ 
ments as those of most tactical rifle scopes. 





From our ultra slick, corrosion resistant black-T Coated model 
975SBT TO DUR 97DST WITH ITS TITANIUM SLADE AND TUNGSTEN 
CARBIDE CUTTING SURFACE BENCHMADE TRULY DEFINES HIGH PERFORMANCE. 


FOR THE 1996 BENCHMADE CATALOG SEND $2.00 TO: 
BENCHMADE KNIFE COMPANY INC. 

300 BEAVERCREEK ROAD 
DEPT. SOF 

OREGON CITY, OREGON 97045 U.S.A. 

VOICE: (503) - 655 - 6004 made .. 

FAX: (503) - 655 - 6223 M B 

URL: http://www.benchmacle.com 

E-MAIL info@benchmade.com for the won 


AS THE LEADING AMERICAN MANUFACTURER DF SPECIALTY CUTLERY 


BENCHMADE OFFERS YOU TOMORROW’S TECHNOLOGY TODAY 
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B SLAUGHTER 

IN THE ASHES 
le latest novel in Johnstone's 
blockbuster post-apocalyptic 
1 ES series finds Rebel leader 
:n Raines and his SUSA army 
against the violent criminal 
till roam the land. When a i 
secret sect of cannibals threaten the 1 
nation's freedom, Raines and the army 1 
are determined to clear out the scum I 
who have made life hell for hard-work¬ 
ing , law-abiding citizens, if 


AND DON’T FORGET 
THE OTHER BOOKS IN 
WILLIAM W. JOHNSTO 


VISIT WILLIAM JOHNSTONE ON-LINE http://www.williamjohnstone.com 


BREAKDOWN 

In his most exciting novel yet, Johnstone offers a terrifying 
vision of an apocalyptic America. As chillingly real as 
tomorrow's headlines, BREAKDOWN is what happens when 
| justice no longer prevails and freedom comes under siege. 
I As always, William Johnstone tells the truth about our^| 
T future. A future that is already here. 
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“NAVY SEAL BUDS 
TRAINING VIDEO” 

Altho there are many men physically 
strong enough to be SEALs, few have the 
mental toughness to go with it. Identifying 
those few is what BUDs training is all 
about. Witness the harsh physical & 
mental training programs that condition 
SEALs to prevail under any type of 
pressure. See motivation & self control 
tested to the limit as trainees endure the 
tortures of Hell Week. Discover mind 
control techniques used by SEALs to 
persevere despite extreme stress, cold and 
fatigue. Don’t miss this chance to see the 
extraordinary abilities that define the 
modem Navy SEAL. A LOTI Group film. 

Only $19.95+S&H 
“NAVY SEAL 


INDUSTRIAL 

STRENGTH PT” 

featuring C.J. Caracci 



When you perform at an optimum level, 
the mind and body are one. At those 
times even the most strenuous tasks seem 
easy. Combat survival frequently depends 
on this developed toughness. The role of 
physical training can’t be over 
emphasized. SEAL veteran & tactical 
training expert C.J. Caracci conducts this 
fast paced one on one session. This 
concentrated series of SEAL exercises is 
guaranteed to deliver twice the results in 
half the time. This new accelerated total 
body workout is the answer to those 
requiring maximum results in minimum 
time. This video has all the vigorous 
physical conditioning needed to achieve 
optimum level performance A LOTI 

Group film. Only $19.95+s&h 

Videos $ 19.95+$3.00 S&H per order. FL 
residents add 6% tax. Send to: LOTI 
GROUP 15720 SUNSET DRIVE 
SUITE #305 MIAMI, FL 33193 

Sales benefit UDT SEAL Museum . 


The Military B conforms to Mil-Std 
810E for water/shock resistance, Mil-I- 
45208 for quality assurance, and Mil-C- 
675C for optical coatings. 

All optical glass is anchored in a rigid 
fiber-filled polycarbonate body, and this is 
encased in tough green rubber for a non-slip 



grip and further impact and shock resis¬ 
tance. The unit is waterproof, fogproof and 
even shockproof to 20Gs. With 20mm eye 
relief, the binocular provides a full field of 
view, with or without eyeglasses. 

The Military B has a 390-foot field of 
view at 1,000 yards. It weighs only 18 
ounces and retails for $899 — a bargain for 
such a good-as-it-gets piece of crucial gear. 

For more information on the full line of 
Steiner optics for military, law-enforcement 
or outdoor applications, contact Pioneer 
Research, Dept. SOF, 216 Haddon Ave., 
Westmont, NJ 08108; phone: 609-854-2424. 


dock Sights 

One of the dock’s most important 
salient features is that it’s ready to go right 
out of the box. Just load the magazine, 
chamber a round, stuff it into the holster, 
and step out onto the street. 

That is, with one exception: the sights. 
The Glock pistol’s polymer sights just 
won’t do. Armed professionals must prac¬ 
tice the drawstroke on a continual basis. If 
you do, the Glock’s issue polymer front 
sight will, depending upon the holster con¬ 
figuration, usually wear down quickly. Over 
a period of time this will cause the point of 
impact to drift upward. Furthermore, the 
fully adjustable Glock rear sights are simply 
not up to the standards required by those for 
whom handguns are tools of the trade. 

When it comes to handgun sights there is 
no substitute for the robustness of steel. 
When it comes to sights for the M1911 or 
Glock, Miniature Machine Corporation 
(MMC, Dept. SOF, 2513 E. Loop 820 
North, Ft. Worth, TX 76118; phone: 817- 



595-0404 for information or 800-998-7483 
for orders; fax: 817-595-3074 — send $2 
for catalog) has set the standards by which 
all others must be judged. They offer three 
types of fully adjustable, low-profile tacti¬ 
cal sights for the Glock series and the 
M1911 in all of its many variations. 

Their BLACKSIGHT rear sight has no 
white-outline, bars or dots of any kind. 
Many pistoleros prefer this type of rear 
sight, arguing with great merit that under 
stress in a daylight environment white or 
colored bars, lines or dots are never seen. 
The BLACKSIGHT can be combined with 
an enhanced white dot or tritium front sight 
for faster sight pictures under subdued light 
conditions. The WHITESIGHT is the same 
rear sight, but equipped with either a classic 
Glock-type white outline or two white dots. 
The BLACKSIGHT and WHITESIGHT 
rear sight assemblies cost $69.95 and 
$74.95 each, respectively. An enhanced 
white-dot steel front sight sells for $24.95 
and a tritium-equipped steel front sight is 
available for $44.97. 

However, my personal favorite is the 
LIGHTSIGHT which represents the small¬ 
est, most compact adjustable rear sight 
assembly available with tritium inserts. It 
costs $99.95, When combined with a con¬ 
ventional bright green-dot front sight, the 
sight picture options include 1) the standard 
three-dot pattern, 2) a single bar under the 
rear-sight notch (exceptionally deep on 
MMC sights) for a bar-dot sight picture, or 
3) a bar on each side of the rear notch for a 
bar-dot-bar sight picture. 

Elevation adjustments are by means of a 
hex screw located on the right side of the 
unit. The rear sight can be adjusted for 
windage zero by drifting it in its dovetail in 
the slide. 

MMC uses tritium inserts installed by 
Innovative Weaponry Inc. (phone: 800-334- 
3573) which is now located at the same 
address as MMC, and they are the best in the 
business. Most tritium self-luminous sights 
glow green simply because this color is high¬ 
est on the night-visibility spectrum. 
However, operator alignment of three green 
dots in subdued light can be confusing, as 
this detracts from emphasis on the flash front 
sight picture and retards target acquisition. 

The largest self-luminous dot is installed 
in the front sight and it is green. The two 
smaller (by 0.008-inch) dots in the rear 
sight are yellow, red, orange or subdued 
green. In use, I have found that the eyes 
instinctively focus on the bright green front 
dot with a strong 3-dimensional triangula¬ 
tion effect that helps to funnel the shooter’s 
vision directly onto the target. Furthermore, 
law-enforcement training personnel report 
this system is especially beneficial with an 
officer down, shooting from an awkward 
position with the weak hand. 

MMC LIGHTSIGHTs with this feature 
have been installed on both my Glock Model 
29 10mm Auto and Model 30 .45 ACP pis¬ 
tols and I can personally recommend this 
sight system highly and without reservations 
of any kind. — Peter G. Kokalis ^ 
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Topics ranging from combat weapon usage to military sitrep 
reviews, police tactics and survival in modem times. Leam the 
truth firsthand from the men who have been there. Free admis 
sion only to registered conventioneers and shooters. 


Check out the latest in weaponry, ammo and other merchandise 
from over 400 exhibitors. Runs Friday, Saturday and Sunday. Free 
admission to registered conventioneers and shooters. 


THREE GUH MATCH 


Prestige and cash prizes for expert shooters and those who 
aspire to be (see separate ad in this issue). 


FIREPOWER DEMO 


An awesome display of firepower caps off an action-packed day 
at the ranee: team shootoffs, manufactures' new-oroduct demos 


at the range; team shootorfe. manufactures' new-product demos 
skydiving, big guns & explosives. All day Saturday - free to con¬ 
ventioneers. 


BANOUET CEREMONY 


Included in convention packet, Saturday night awards ceremony 
featuring insightful speakers and savory cuisine. Dress is casual. 


PARTICIPATORY EVENTS 


Receive expert training rn a arge range of courses Including 
parachuting & weapons - for a nominal fee. 


You work hard and you deserve to play hard, too. 
Especially when having a good time also builds 
your skills and knowledge. Come enjoy five 
action-packed days and nights at this year's 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Convention. 


1997 SOF Convention Pre-Registration Form 


□ Yes! I want to be a part of the 1997 Convention 

□ Check or money order enclosed. $150 must be received by 
Aug. 31,1997. $175 after August 31. 

Half refund by 8/15/97 • No refund after 8/15/97 

□ Charge $_to my □ Mastercard □ Visa 

Card Number Ll 1 1 I M I 11 1 1 11 11 j Exp. Date 

Signature _ 

Name _____ 

Address _,_ Apt. # _ 

City _ State _ Zip _ 


Phone Number 


T-Shirt Size (circle one) S M L XL XXL 

Mail with payment to: SOF Convention ’97 Pre-Registration 

PO Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306 

Phone (303) 449-3750 • FAX (303) 444-5617 













































UNITED STATES 

Reach out and tap someone: FBI estimates the nation’s telephone 
system now must be able to handle 60,000 simultaneous wiretaps 
and traces in support of law-enforcement agencies’ criminal and 
counterterrorism investigations. • Justice Department complaint 
of Saudi Arabia’s lack of cooperation in investigation of last year’s 
Khobar Towers truck-bombing (that killed 19 U.S. airmen) is among 
congressional grievances delaying kingdom’s purchase of 102 F-16 
fighters. • Navy and DoD select three industry teams to make com¬ 
peting concept designs and engineering and cost proposals for 21 st 
century “arsenal ship”: large, lightly manned, heavily automated 
surface vessel carrying nearly 500 vertically launched SAMs and 
land-attack missiles and advanced guns. • Electronic spying: Navy 
Aegis cruisers in eastern Mediterranean have secretly monitored 
several Syrian test launches of Scud missiles, a strategic weapon 
that U.S. ally Israel regards as major threat. 




-'S 


Commander of army’s conscription system complains that young 
Russians nowadays are uneducated, unhealthy, unpatriotic, and increas¬ 
ingly likely to dodge draft. • As Moscow warily eyes NATO’s expansion, 
Defense Minister Rodionov declares “Cold War is not yet over.” • 
Independent report: Russian army casualties in Chechnya in nearly 2 
years of fighting estimated at 4,300 killed, 703 missing or captured, and 
705 desertions. Kremlin officials acknowledge that Chechnya, which held 
presidential and parliamentary elections in January, might attempt to 
secede from Russia (which could restart the war there). • Decline of a 
once-proud army: Moscow press reports that thousands of Russian sol¬ 
diers are malnourished and underweight. Pay is months in arrears, at 
least 110,000 troops lack proper housing, and last year 428 troops (many 
officers) committed suicide, defense ministry says. Rodionov warns gov¬ 
ernment that reform of armed forces is impossible without adequate 
funding and realistic policies; his priorities for ’97 include preservation of 
combat readiness, in particular, that of Strategic Rocket Forces. i 


*1 






♦ 


SRI LANKA 

LTTE rebels (“Tamil Tigers”) reveal casual¬ 
ties in 15 years of civil war: 9,301 warriors, 
including 1,079 women (a few of whom 
were suicide bombers), killed. Government 
has not revealed its losses, which indepen¬ 
dently are estimated at 15,000 soldiers, 
20,000 civilians. 
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SUDAN 

SPLA and NDA rebels unite in 
westward offensive that over¬ 
runs army garrisons along bor¬ 
der with Ethiopia. Joint offen¬ 
sive likely is greatest threat yet 
in war against Khartoum’s 
Islamic regime. 




EGYPT 

Air force’s deep-strike, ground-attack, and air-com¬ 
bat capabilities have greatly improved through adop¬ 
tion of modern U.S. and European equipment and 
methods, Israeli think tank reports. Egypt’s air force 
includes nearly 200 F-16s plus French Mirage 2000s, 
woufd be a significant factor in any future Middle East 
war, Tel Aviv University’s Jaffee Center says. 




ZAIRE 

Already beset recently by hun¬ 
dreds of thousands of refugees 
from Burundi and Rwanda, 
government vows to crush anti¬ 
government rebels (with help of 
“white legion” of some 300 
European and South African 
meres — Executive Outcomes 
denies involvement). Desper¬ 
ate for money, rebels in east 
threaten to seize gold mines if 
owners do not resume opera¬ 
tions there. 
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ARGENTINA 

Its military suffering severe budget 
cuts, government seeks U.S. “major 
non-NATO ally” status that would 
increase flow of second-hand military 
equipment and lead to defense-pur¬ 
chase loan guarantees. (Buenos Aires 
dispatched 2 frigates to Coalition 
force in ’91 Gulf War, and supported 
U.S. intervention in Haiti.) Meanwhile, 
defense minister denies reports that 
Washington is pushing for Argentine 
military to take direct role against 
narco-trafficking. 



TURKEY 

Cyprus saber-rattling: Ankara strongly condemns 
pianriffrtJ sales of Russia’s sophisticated Tor-Mi 
anti-aircraft/-missile system and SA-10 SAMs (in 
’98) to Greek Cypriots, hints at possible military 
strikes, threatens economic retribution at 
Moscow. Chief of staff calls proposed purchases a 
Greek military buildup aimed at Turkey. 
Washington and London criticize the proposed 
weapons sales as destabilizing. • Iraq condemns 
Turkey for air and infantry attacks in northern Iraq 
against PKK rebels. (Turkey, so far this year, has 
killed at least 150 rebels in retaliation for PKK inci¬ 
dents in southeastern Turkey.) 












































CHINA 

Seeking superpower status: Having already bought 4 
Kilo-class diesel-electric subs, Beijing closes $800-mil- 
lion deal with Moscow for future delivery of 2 improved 
Sovremenny (“Modern’’)-class destroyers with anti¬ 
ship missiles and SAMs; is negotiating purchase of up 
to 50 Su-30 multirole fighters. Big picture: Recent 
security pacts with 6 neighbors — Russia, India 
(“World Sitrep,” March ’97), Myanmar/Burma, 
Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan, and Kazakhstan — will allow 
China to gradually shift military emphasis from land 
borders to increased naval presence on shipping lanes 
in Pacific and Indian oceans, foreign experts say. 
Moreover, China says it hosted military delegations 
from more than 60 countries last year and sent its own 
delegations to more than 50 countries — a marked 
increase over ’95. Beijing views Taiwan independence 
movement and U.S.-Japan alliance as potential threats; 
calling China “a comer,” commander of U.S. Strategic 
Command cites that country’s growing strength as one 
reason against swift, deep cuts to nuclear arsenal. 
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TAIWAN 

Having lost political and economic 
links to South Africa (under President 
Mandela), Taipei now is developing 
ties with Central America, beginning 
with $200-million aid grant. Taiwan 
warns mainland China against interfer¬ 
ence (including use of U.N. pressure) 
with its Latin America diplomacy. 





AFGHANISTAN 

Ruling out any power-sharing deal with 
coalition of local and regional foes, 
Islamist Taliban forces stubbornly push 
northward into Panjshir Valley. Coalition 
aircraft attack Kabul and other occupied 
cities; at least 2 jets are downed with old 
U.S.-supplied Stingers. Taliban ignores 
peace talks hosted by Iran. 
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SOUTH AFRICA 

Despite Mandela’s stated defiance 
of foreign pressure, Washing¬ 
ton’s arm-twisting apparently kills 
$647-mil!ion sale to (terrorist 
state) Syria of South African fire- 
control upgrades for T-72 tanks. 



IRAN 

Navy received its third Kilo- 
class submarine — no 
small concern to U.S. Navy 
in $750-million deal 
signed with Russia in 1991. 
Meanwhile, Iran is develop¬ 
ing a ballistic missile (with 
North Korean help) that 
would propel a 1,690-pound 
warhead some 3,500 miles. 


VENEZUELA 

Islamic guerrilla organization 
Hezbollah runs an office/safe 
house here, reportedly pro¬ 
viding temporary refuge and 
new identities for operatives 
who have become “hot” in 
Middle East or Europe. 
Hezbollah members first fly to 
Colombia, then drive to 
Venezuela for stay of weeks or 
months, Western report says. 


TAT 


POLAND 

Aspiring to NATO membership, Warsaw estimates it will cost nation 
nearly $1.3 billion to implement major NATO-interoperability mea¬ 
sures — a figure Western experts say is low. (U.S. studies had 
placed eventual cost of NATO/military interoperability in Poland, 
Hungary, Czech Republic, and Slovakia at $42 billion to $125 billion.) 



CZECH REPUBLIC 

Air force is in bad shape — 50% of aircraft are not air¬ 
worthy — and will be unable to function in 4 years 
without major improvements, defense minister says. 


World SitRep is compiled in part from the biweekly newsletter For Your Eyes Only: 
An Open Intelligence Summary of Current Military Affairs. Published by Tiger 
Publications, P.O. Box 8759, Dept. S0F, Amarillo, Texas 79114-8759; subscriptions 
are $70 per year (26 issues), $74.38 in Texas. Sample issue available for $3. Those 
interested in world intel are encouraged to subscribe. 
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The Threat Of Atomic Terrorism 


ffri^he amount of plutonium necessary to create a Nagasaki- 
JL style bomb could fit snugly'into the skin of this grape¬ 
fruit,” Hungarian national police Colonel Ference Varga said as he 
spooned out the last chunk of his breakfast at the organized-crime 
task force office in Budapest. “The equivalent amount of U-235 
could fit into a basketball.” 

“I tell you, my friend,” the slightly overweight law-enforce¬ 
ment veteran ^continued, “that’s all it would take. The biggest 
threat to the West isn't the Russian army or lack of oil ... 
Someotte with .about 6 kilograms of [Uranium-235], along 
with enough money, brains and hate, could end life in your 
country? or .Europe as we now know it. A problem, no?” 

I agreed. 

With newspaper headlines increasingly urging that -ifcg 
y^as just a matter of time before someone walked off ; 
with i- or bought-^— an old Russian nuclear war¬ 
head and ui’CJit, SOF decided to find put just 
what is the state of “nuclear terror¬ 
ism” today and whether any 
means exists to counter it. 

What our investiga¬ 
tion (or this phase of 
it, anyway) re¬ 


vealed wasn’t exactly the suiff'of dramatic headlines, 
but it did show a relative dearth of reliable information 
on the subject of nuclear terrorism, and this uncom¬ 
fortable question: Why does only one Western power 
view this potential threat seriously enough to field a 
dedicated anti-nuclear terrorism force? 

_ jbmeIi i i __ j 


News item: Lithuanian 
officials determine that 
100 kilograms (220 
pounds) seized in 1996 from an 
armed gang was U-238 [lower- 
grade uranium] stolen from a 
company responsible for mainte¬ 
nance at a nuclear-power plant. 


Text & Photos bv 

Mark H. MiMel 
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Firefighter in full protective 
suit at nuclear-power facility 
at Paks, Hungary. 


Next, I phoned Germany. 

“We’d like to spend some time photographing and 
talking with your anti-nuclear terrorism squad,” I slow¬ 
ly repeated to the surprised party on the 
other end of the telephone line, I had 
reasoned a security-minded country 
1 that created GSG-9, a top-notch 
counterterrorism unit, likely had 
a “GSG-235” too. 

“Germany doesn’t 
have such a squad,” 
the German Federal 
Intelligence Service 
press spokesman told 
me. ”So. 1 don’t 
know how we can 
help you.” 

I explained that 
we were putting 
together an article 
on nuclear smug¬ 
gling and the threat o| 


SOLDIER of FORT LIKE MAY 1997 














nuclear terrorism, and understood that Germany had a recent spate of incidents in the past few years 
involving the smuggling of Russian-origin, weapons-grade plutonium (as well as some probable 
bogus-nuke scams, too). 

Certainly, I continued, it’s only a matter of time before someone or some group does the 
unthinkable. Didn’t Germany have a department within its national law-enforcement 
agencies that resembles NEST, the U.S. Department of Energy’s nuclear-emer¬ 
gency search team? 

The response was more dead silence. Then, “I’ll have to get back to you 
on this subject.” 




__ 

. 1 . _ News item: A businessman is sentenced to 5V2 years in 
Vv prison for smuggling weapons-grade plutonium into 
Germany. Investigators made the first in a series of 
contraband seizures in 1994 when they raided the man’s home 
in Bavaria and found a lead cylinder containing 6.15 grams 
(0.22 ounces) of Plutonium-239. 



(above) Until last year, Paks’ 
nuclear facility, 100 kilometers 
(62 mffes) south of Budapest, 
lacked even a secure perimeter 
fence, (left) Commander of Paks’ 
on-site security force, Attila Piros, 
displays some of the personal 
equipment that would be used by 
his “Neutron Team” in repelling an 
assault on the nuclear facility. 



News item: Russian Federal 
Security Service arrests 9 
members of a crime ring last 
year in Novosibirsk, seizes quantity of 
radioactive material identified as 
“enriched” U-235. The material had 
been transported there by middlemen, 
possibly from Kazakhstan. 



Questions, Few Answers 

A series of phone calls to the German army and various state 
police Apartments throughout Germany resulted in similar 
answers. Further, SOF's European bureau made many calls to 
British and French law-enforcement agencies and government and 
military officials. All said they would get back with us. None did. 

Through a friend of a friend, I was put in contact with Dr. Karl- 
Heinz Karup, a noted expert on nuclear terrorism at the Konrad 
Adenauer Foundation outside Bonn, I interviewed him there, 


“You are right to say that there is a serious problem in Europe 
and the U.S. concerning the potential for nuclear terrorism,” Kamp 
said. “With the demise of the Soviet Union, the number of threats 
and ‘incidents’ have gone up dramatically, 

“However,” he continued, “things aren’t as bad as Hollywood 
or the press would like you to believe. First, as much as you might 
want to believe that terrorists view the threat of nuclear destruc¬ 
tion as a particularly suitable means of emphasizing their 
demands, no major terrorist group has ever used nuclear black¬ 
mail as part of their scheme,” 

“Up to now,” Kamp calmly said* “there has been no single 
case in which a non-government organizal^qnv a terrorist group or 
an individual has come anywhere near attaining nuclear capabil¬ 
ity. But, if someone or some organization were to attain those 
means, the results would be catastrophic.” 

Kamp’s words were still echoing in my head as NEST agent 
Shawn Cantlin lectured to a roomful of eastern European police 
officers at the FBI’s International Law Enforcement Academy 
(ILEA) in Budapest. 

America's Wake-Up Cali 

Disney World was the “target” of the world’s first nuclear- 
blaekcimh case, Cantlin said, when a J.4-year-old boy threatened to 
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“nuke” the Florida site in 1970. 

“This case was a milestone for us,” 
Cantlin told the 100 Croatian, Macedonian, 
and Hungarians cops at a two-day seminar. 
“It attracted little federal attention. It 
showed national law-enforcement officials 
they lacked the technical ability to assess 
the threat, and became the impetus for the 
creation of NEST.” 

NEST is a semi-secret organization under 
the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) that is 
dedicated to, among other related activities, 
locating and dismantling nuclear weapons. 
NEST personnel include nuclear physicists, 
engineers, doctors, psychologists, firemen, 
and security specialists usually affiliated 
with nuclear-testing facilities such as Los 
Alamos and Lawrence Livermore national 
laboratories. NEST is tasked with respond¬ 
ing to a nuclear threat anywhere in the 
United States within four hours. 


“We receive about three or four threats a 
year,” Cantlin said. “The FBI has legal 
jurisdiction over anyone making such a 
threat, with the DOE and NEST doing the 
technical support.” 

“NEST works with a threat-assessment 
triangle to determine if the threat is viable or 
not,” he explained. ‘Tirst is ‘behavioral 
resolve’: Does the individual or organization 
sound like they mean business? Second is 
‘technical feasibility’: Do we believe the 
individual or organization is capable of cre¬ 
ating such a device? Third is ‘operational 
practicality’: Will the device the individual 
or group says they have put together actually 
work and how much damage will it create?” 

Altogether, there have been about 600 
cases of nuclear-material sales and threats 
worldwide since NEST began compiling 
data in 1979, Cantlin said. “Although most 
nuclear-material sales attempts have been 
hoaxes, they have involved some type of 
radioactive material: mostly cesium, 
cobalt, beryllium, californium, or plutoni¬ 
um-ionization sources like those found in 
smoke detectors or industrial gauges. 
Thankfully, however, very little of it has 
been weapons-grade uranium.” 

Somebody asked the big question: What 
about the Russians? 


German news 
magazine Stern 
reports in 1994 
that a highly placed 
Russian smuggling ring had 
stored 8-10 kilograms (17.6- 
22 pounds) of weapons- 
grade plutonium in Berlin. 


“Quite frankly,” Cantlin replied, “the 
Russians have come a long way in securing 
their nuclear-material supplies, and the 
notion that someone or some gang is just 
going to walk out of a missile base or 
weapons-storage facility with a nuclear 
bomb or highly enriched uranium is becom¬ 
ing more and more remote. ...” 

Hopefully this is so. 
But rarely does a month 
go by without some 
expert warning that the 
Russian nuclear arsenal is 
poorly maintained and 
poorly secured. 

Even the Russian gov¬ 
ernment has readily 
admitted to the loss of 
tons of reactor uranium 
through “probable book¬ 
keeping errors.” For a 
hungry and demoralized 
Russian military officer 
or scientist with access to 
these materials, the temp¬ 
tation might be great to 
make money on the 
nuclear black market. 
Retired General Alex¬ 
ander Lebed, former national-security 
adviser (under Yeltsin) and himself a major 
political figure, has warned that the situa¬ 
tion has the makings of a disaster. 


“World Sitrep,” 
March ’97 SOF: 
Citing social up¬ 
heaval, military’s discon¬ 
tent, and rise of organized 
crime, CIA reports say 
Russian nuclear weapons’ 
security (against unautho¬ 
rized launch or theft) are 
weakening. Moscow dis¬ 
agrees, saying safeguards 
are adequate; Clinton 
administration concurs. 

While SOF was denied invitations to a 
number of Russian nuclear facilities, 
Hungarian officials gladly opened the doors 
to the country’s only power and research 
facility, at Paks, 100 kilometers south of 
Budapest. Of Russian design, Paks was until 
recently poorly secured and might have been 


just the kind of place where savvy terrorists 
bent on obtaining highly enriched uranium 
would do their “shopping.” 

Until early last year it did not even have 
a secure fence surrounding the facility; any¬ 
one wanting in only had to skirt a small for¬ 
est, a parking lot, and a few watchmen. As 
luck would have it, no one except a few 
“Gypsies” looking for “scrap metal” ever 
walked off with anything from Paks, one 
official told me. 

In A Tough Neighborhood 

“No, we’ve been quite fortunate,” said 
Attila Piros, the commander of the Neutron 
Team, Paks’ on-site security force. “We’ve 
never had to deal with anyone attempting to 
break into this facility, but we have had a 
number of bomb threats.” 


News items: 

Russian mafia 
reportedly was 
behind 1993 theft of 
radioactive beryllium from 
a nuclear laboratory and 
the failed attempt to sell 
the material in the "West. 
Smugglers tried to sell to 
an Austrian middleman 
reportedly representing a 
buyer willing to pay up to 
$24 million. Same year, 6 
kilograms (13.2 pounds) 
of U-235, U-238, radium, 
and palladium are found 
in a Kiev, Ukraine, apart¬ 
ment occupied by 2 for¬ 
mer army officers. 

Piros is a veteran patrolman with the 
Hungarian national police and graduate of 
an eight-week course in Alabama conducted 
by the U.S. Marshall’s Service. 

“Hungary is a country residing in a 
tough neighborhood: Ukraine, Romania, the 
former Yugoslavia, Russia, and Slovakia,” 
the mustachioed officer said. “We’ve got a 
serious problem with mafia groups from all 
of these countries, and they would all like to 
steal everything in this country — that 
includes nuclear materials from Paks.” 

Funded entirely by the state-run utility 
that owns Paks, the Neutron Team is head¬ 
quartered about 6 kilometers from the plant. 
The team’s office walls are dotted with 
framed pen-and-ink drawings of U.S. spe¬ 
cial-response teams. 

Only a handful of Neutron personnel 
were around the headquarters as Piros gave 
me a quick tour of the arsenal, classrooms, 
and offices before settling down behind his 
desk for a cigarette and a frank discussion 
of his team’s specialized capabilities. 

“All of our team members are hand¬ 
picked police officers already on duty with 
either the Paks city or Tolna County police 



Shawn Cantlin, of U.S. Department of Energy’s Nuclear 
Emergency Search Team, lectures on nuclear smuggling to 
eastern European police officers. 
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forces,” Piros explained. “The 30 active 
officers make more than the national aver¬ 
age of $250 per month for police officers; 
receive free housing [from] the power utili¬ 
ty, better training than the average police 
officer; and have access to state-of-the-art 
equipment. However, they’re responsible 
for a hell of a lot more than the average cop. 

“Right now we’re working primarily with 
Israeli-supplied equipment: batons, weapons, 
body armor, helmets,” he said. “We’ve got a 
sizable number of UZIs, but we want to pur¬ 
chase all American equipment from 
Motorola, Point Blank, and new weapons 
from Heckler & Koch. The UZI is a terrorist 
weapon and we need an anti-terrorist 
weapon: the MP5. That’s where my employ¬ 
er and I face off: funding and new equip¬ 
ment. Otherwise, everything is just fine.” 

I was not allowed to photograph any 
Neutron Team members, but was allowed to 
visit the tactical squad office deep within the 
central security ring around Paks’ reactor. 

“These eight men are responsible for 
security within the most secure section of 
the plant: the reactor rooms and the fuel- 
arrival and -departure docks,” Piros said as 
he led me around the site. “All of them have 
been trained to fight in the reactor room, as 
well. They all have special suits and equip¬ 
ment that would allow them to carry out 
their jobs even if there was a problem here.” 

The eight on-duty Neutron Team mem¬ 
bers wore blue tactical uniforms and base¬ 
ball caps. Their weapons were neatly stored 
in a rack against the wall. The men looked 
fit and quite capable. 


News items: 

Czech police in 
1993 seize nearly 
3 kilograms of material, 
later identified as 87.7% 
“enriched U-235,” in 
Prague and arrest a 
nuclear physicist and 2 
former Soviet citizens. 

“In the event of a security alert, this team 
is charged with guaranteeing that no intrud¬ 
er successfully breaches the inner-most core 
of this facility,” Piros said. “They also have 
the responsibility of making sure that when 
new stocks of fuel arrive and old stocks 
leave the plant by rail, that no one tries to 
steal it while it remains on Hungarian soil.” 

Piros said he believes Hungary recently 
has done a lot to ensure that its nuclear 
facilities remain secure, but he could not 
say the same for any of his country’s east¬ 
ern neighbors. 

American G-Men Overseas 

Warnings like that shouldn’t be taken 
lightly, an FBI agent, based in Europe, 
told SOF. “And don’t believe those 
experts who say that the problem is going 
away because the figures for nuclear 
smuggling incidents in 1995 or 1996 were 


_y_ “World Sitrep,” 
v? Dec. ’96 SOF: 

FBI to reassign 
500 agents (5% of force) to 
counterterrorism, includ¬ 
ing postings to 46 foreign 
cities; CIA had objected to 
FBI’s foreign presence. 

lower than 1993 or 1994.” 

He continued: “The first reported 
nuclear-smuggling cases were marked by 
their lack of sophistication. More often 
than not, these smugglers were amateurs 
and were quickly caught by Russian, 
German, Hungarian, or other central- 
European police agencies.” 



“No doubt, given the incredible amount 
of money involved in this business,” the 
agent continued, “more and more profession¬ 
als have gotten involved. That raises the 
stakes and makes the game that more dan¬ 
gerous. Adding insult to injury, many 
European governments have gone public and 
said that they’ve got the problem under com¬ 
plete control, that the problem is all media 
hype blah blah , and that their police have 
thwarted every attempt at nuclear smuggling 
at their borders. Quite frankly, it’s total BS.” 

“If one were to use this logic,” the FBI 
agent said with a sour look on his face, “we 
don’t really have a drug problem back in 
the States because the DEA and Customs 
seize hundreds of tons of narcotics at the 
border every year.” 

Case In Point: Iraq 

Time and time again I was told that once 
a terrorist organization procured enough 
weapons-grade materials, the creation of a 
simple, low-yield bomb would be relatively 
easy. That worst-case fear now is 20 years old. 

A study published in 1977 by the U.S. 
Office of Technology Assessment conclud¬ 


ed “that a very small group which did not 
have secret information at its disposal 
would be able to produce a basic, nuclear 
explosive device.” 

Not everyone I spoke with in Europe 
agrees that the difficulty lies mainly in 
procuring the material, and that everything 
else would follow easily. 

“The idea that anyone in possession of a 
kilogram of highly enriched uranium or plu¬ 
tonium and who has access to a modem 
machine shop [can build a bomb] is coun¬ 
tered by the fact that a number of countries 
in the past have tried but failed to build 
nuclear weapons,” Germany’s Dr. Kamp 
said during a follow-up phone call. “Iraq’s 
nuclear program in particular, which was 
exposed after the Gulf War, is a clear exam¬ 
ple of the requirements and costs of nuclear 
capability.” 



(top left) Nuclear reactor at Paks 
dominates a cavernous central chamber, 
(above) Technicians stand beside reac¬ 
tor’s cooling pool, (left) Supervisors in 
central control room monitor Paks’ 
systems but have no video-surveillance 
cameras for internal security. 

As early as the mid-1970s, he said, Iraq 
began recruiting nuclear experts from 
industrial countries. For the production of 
fissionable materials, Iraq turned to the 
methods of “American nuclear-weapons 
development applied in the 1940s, which 
had gigantic energy requirements. 

“Worldwide trade links, as well as Iraq’s 
intelligence service’s network, were acti¬ 
vated to obtain the necessaiy technology,” 
Kamp said. “Nonetheless, Iraq was unable 
up until its defeat in 1991 to produce a 
functioning nuclear weapon. It’s difficult to 
imagine that such an undertaking could be 
easier for non-government organizations or 
even individuals.” 

Let’s hope he is right. But there is anoth¬ 
er nightmarish scenario, one requiring sig¬ 
nificantly less technology and nuclear 
know-how: a container full of radioactive 
material attached to a terrorist’s high-explo¬ 
sive device — a contamination bomb. Now 
that’s really scary. 

SOF Chief Foreign Correspondent 
Mark H. Milstein is based in Budapest. His 
E-mail address is ansphoto@pronet.hu. ^ 
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Building Commandos On The Baltic 


Text & Photos 

by Rob Krott 
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I ce-cold rainwater ran off the brim of my 
BDU cap as I bounced, on rappel, off 
the side of a building. Despite my Gore- 
Tex parka, I was shivering as drops trickled 
down my back; served me right for not 
putting the hood up. I wasn't completely in 
the snivel mode, though, surrounded by 
hardworking, young Estonian troops. 

The Estonian Special Operations 
Group’s tactical-entry team made its 
umpteenth rappel and mock assault down 
the five stories of the old Soviet naval head¬ 
quarters building. By now they were drag¬ 
ging ass. Driving rain turned to sleet; on top 
of that, the SOG team’s leader was not 
happy with his troops’ performance. 

I first met the team leader, Petty Officer 
Andres Ambros, a few years ago. A former 
Soviet soldier, he was working as a body¬ 
guard but has since become the Estonian 
army’s top gun for special operations. 
Dynamic entry, hostage rescue, hand-to- 
hand, sniping, explosives, scuba, free-fall 
parachuting, guerrilla warfare — Ambros is 
the man in Estonia. 

At 6’4” and 240 pounds, he commands a 
lot of respect even before you see him in 
action. A graduate of Heckler & Koch’s 
SWAT course and recipient of some special¬ 
ized training from U.S. Army Special Forces, 
Ambros is team leader and its chief instructor. 
He is assisted by senior troopers “Rags” and 
“Ingmark.” (They saw action previously 
when renegade soldiers Seized one of 


Resembling a special-response team such as might be found anywhere in the world, 
Estonian soldiers carrying H&K MP5 submachine guns and SIG-Sauer 9mm pistols 
rehearse tactics in vacant buildings on former Soviet military base. 


Estonia’s islands in a Kafkaesque farce bor¬ 
dering on total insanity.) 

I watched the three NCOs put the team 
members, some of whom were lieutenants, 
through their paces. It was day 10 of a very 
hectic training cycle; the troops were begin¬ 
ning to look a little ragged. Ambros, suffer¬ 
ing from the stress of his own self-imposed 
schedule, admitted that everyone was 
fatigued. 

The morning had begun with a 10-man 
team practicing door entries followed by 
stairway maneuvers before progressing to 
room-clearing drills. Next, third-floor 


entries through windows as three-man rap¬ 
pelling teams hit the icy, wet bricks. 

The young soldiers, grim-faced with 
determination, pressed on with their train¬ 
ing. They knew that lives — not just their 
own, but those of innocent hostages includ¬ 
ing women and children — someday might 
very well depend upon their skills. Highly 
motivated and in superior physical condi¬ 
tion, their dedication to the mission showed. 
Two SOG troopers were already sidelined 
with injuries; one of the trainers had a ban¬ 
daged forehead; and there was the usual 
assortment of bruised knees, skinned 
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Estonian SpecOps soldier, in protec¬ 
tive mask, emerges from smoke- 
filled training site, (inset) Elsewhere, 
soldier assumes security overwatch 
during building-clearing exercise. 
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elbows, and aches and pains. 

Young Force. Making Do 

The Estonian SOG troops give 100% 
effort; unfortunately, some of their equip¬ 
ment isn’t up to SpecOps standards. They 
lack proper communications, surveillance, 
and eavesdropping equipment and explo¬ 
sives and pyrotechnics for their specialized 
work. On the plus side, their pistols, 9mm 
SIG-Sauer P226s, are good; other issue 
weapons are 12-gauge pump shotguns, SIG- 
Sauer sniping rifles, and H&K 9mm MP5 
submachine guns (including the “K” 
models). They are also proficient 
with the AK series of assault rifles 
and various light-automatic weap¬ 
ons, including RPDs. The SOG 
troops wear the old Estonian spotted 
cammie uniforms for training and 
the current Estonian camouflage, 

U.S. woodland-pattern BDUs, or 
black SWAT-type BDUs for more 
serious matters. 

Standard personal equipment in 
Estonian SOG comprises Israeli 
Kevlar helmets with face shields, 

Israeli flak vests, and Israeli chest- 
pouch load-bearing equipment — 
serviceable but the wrong gear for 
this kind of work. Each SOG troop¬ 
er needs a SWAT-style assault vest 
The Estonians are issued folding- 
stock Galil-type rifles. Bad choice: 

The 5.56x45mm is entirely the 
wrong cartridge for this part of the world. 

As of 1996, the Estonian government’s 
defense policy regarding a Russian invasion 
basically is for Estonian troops to kill as 
many Russians soldiers as possible, fade 
into the woods, become guerrillas, and con¬ 
tinue to kill Russians. A problem with this 
wartime scenario: Who would resupply 
Estonia with 5.56mm ammo? If logistics 
alone mattered, the Estonian military should 
have bought Bulgarian-made AK-74s in 
5.45x39mm; then their soldiers could just 
strip dead Russians of their rifle ammo. 
(The choice of a 5.56mm weapon admitted¬ 
ly might have something to do with 


Estonia’s well-known desire to join NATO 
— and put the Cold War behind them.) 

The preponderance of things Israeli 
comes from aggressive Israeli marketing of 
surplus weapons and equipment and some 
unorthodox training regimens to the Baltic 
states — some would say to bad effect. I 
would see more of the Israeli influence 
later in neighboring Latvia, where I 
observed a hostage-rescue unit practice 
kata -style pistol drills using the trademark 
Israeli “horse-stance” firing position. The 
performance was not impressive. 


Moreover, the Latvian operators also were 
armed with mini-UZIs — a lousy choice 
for a dynamic-entry weapon. At least the 
Estonians have MP5s. 

Just Another Training Day 

Andres, along with “Ragnar,” a Soviet- 
and Estonian-police-trained operator, met 
me at the airport the night before. (When 
you arrive at a foreign airport it’s nice to be 
met by the military and secret police — if 
they’re your friends.) 

We lugged my gear outside and climbed 
into a Chevrolet CUCV, the U.S. military’s 
version of the Chevy Blazer. The Estonian 


army has received several U.S. surplus 
vehicles including 5/4-ton pickups. For the 
discreet transport of troops, SOG uses vari¬ 
ous civilian sedans and Ford Transit vans 
with tinted windows loaded with contin¬ 
gency gear. But Ambros said he’d rather 
have a Humvee: “I want Hummer, like 
Desert Storm!” 

He was still a petty officer only because 
he’s too valuable doing the SOG job to take 
time out to attend an officer’s course. He 
will, however, sit for the officer’s exam 
eventually. In the post-Soviet era, the tiny 
Baltic nation of Estonia is build¬ 
ing its own military forces from 
the ground up. The new Defense 
Force is young — and so are the 
troops. So for Ambros and his 
crew, Saturday was just another 
training day. 

We drove out to an old Soviet 
firing range complete with 
trench lines and foxholes on the 
berm. A two-story building and 
control tower also were used for 
entry drills with explosive 
charges, scaling ladders, and 
rappelling gear. 

There I met Rene, an 
Estonian police officer and 
friend of Ambros. Dressed in 
American woodland BDUs, cap, 
and Gore-Tex parka, he was 
going to work out on the pistol 
range — or what was left of the 
range after the departing Soviet army had 
trashed it. He asked me to tag along and 
try out his SIG-Sauer semiauto pistols. 
We scrounged some trash and cardboard 
for targets. Rene is a real likable guy; 
very charismatic. He told me he was on 
his way to a Florida police academy. We 
cranked off a few rounds. 

After blowing off Rene’s pistol ammo 
we returned to observe Ambros’ guys back 
in training. The SOG team was working 
hard and it was really beginning to show. 
Noticeably less sharp in the movements and 
in the conduct of their training drills, they 
were all dragging ass. One of the SOG 



SOG team leader, Petty Officer Andres Ambros, prepares 
demolition charge on door that will be blown open during 
dynamic-entry training. 



(above) As team leader Ambros looks 
on, SOG entry team takes places aboard 
BTR-70 modified for counterterrorist 
ops. (Vehicle s 14.5mm heavy machine 
gun is covered by canvas.) As team¬ 
mates provide cover, (left) SOG troops 
scramble up ladder into target build¬ 
ing’s second floor. 
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troopers lost control of his rappel rope and, 
instead of braking, made a two-handed grab 
at the rope - and kissed the side of the 
building. Ouch. 

Soviet Military Leftovers 

Ambros later rigged a field-expedient 
explosive-entry device with two sticks of 
Amatol as he instructed his team on the 
entry technique. Plastique and timers are 
expensive, so for training the team uses 
Amatol rigged for electrical detonation via 
communications wire linked to an old 
Soviet blasting machine. 

The door blew with a satisfying Whoom! 
As flash-bang grenade simulators detonat¬ 
ed, a team busted through the smoke, gun¬ 
ning down the “terrorists.” Then a Soviet- 
made BTR-70 armored personnel carrier 
was brought in for a mock assault on the 
building under cover of smoke. 

Some old Soviet army buildings stand¬ 
ing nearby were perfect for entry drills. 
Ambros tossed some tear-gas grenades for 
added realism. I got to play the part of ter¬ 
rorist (not that difficult of a role). 

The next day I found myself on the way 
to a local marina with Ambros to do some 
impromptu explosive ordnance disposal 
(EOD). It had started out as a normal day, 
with the petty officer handling rou¬ 
tine SOG business as I tagged 
along. Ambros normally drives 
“aggressively” while his tape-deck 
blasts “technopop” music at a 
deafening level, so it’s doubly dis¬ 
concerting when he answers his 
cellular phone and slides the Audi 
through an illegal U-tum without 
slowing down, the phone jammed 
to his ear. Now we were really 
screaming through the streets of 
Tallinn, the capital. 

“Rob! What you know about 
mines?” 

“Uhh, just the basic stuff.” 

“What you know about Soviet 
mines?” 

“Um, probably not as much as 
you, Andres.” 

“Okay, we go.” 

How do I get myself into these 
things? 

The Norwegian ambassador’s “Nor¬ 
wegian Constitution Day” party was sched¬ 
uled for the next day at the marina; there, a 
breakwater was being dug up to allow the 
sea into a man-made lagoon fronted by a 
large wooden party deck. SOG was provid¬ 
ing security for the diplomatic event. 

At the excavation site we found three 
Soviet antitank mines, minus the fuzes, that 
had been dropped neatly beside a bulldozer - 
whose driver was missing in action. They 
appeared to be TM-46s without the MV-5 
fuze, although the mines were too old and 
rusted to be identified accurately. We soon 
found two more AT mines and inspected what 
looked like an OZM-3, an antipersonnel 
“Bouncing Betty” mine, with a damaged fuze. 
Real deal or what, we didn’t know. Andres 
called his Estonian police EOD friends. 


A few days later the SOG had bodyguard 
detail for General Owe Wiktorin, the 
supreme commander of Swedish armed 
forces, during his visits to Tartu, Narva, and 
Tallin. The SpecOps troops, and Ambros in 
particular, were under the gun with VIPs to 
protect: Colonel Johannes Kert, commander 
of Estonian Defense Forces, and Andrus 
Oovel, the Estonian minister of defense, 
accompanied Gen. Wiktorin during an 
obligatory wreath-laying ceremony and vis¬ 
its to historic sites in the three cities. 

There were no incidents; SOG stood 
down. After a high-profile protection detail 
like that, stressed-out operators usually 
want to catch up on sleep. Not Ambros. 

From VIPs To Flounder 

The very next day he had me, Ingmark, 
and Ragnar back out to the marina for some 
scuba diving and spearfishing. The Baltic 
seawater was very cold. When I saw some 
civilian scuba instructors don dry suits, my 
attitude improved a little. 

“Okay, dry suits!” 1 said. Ambros just 
looked at me for a moment before slapping 
me across the back (and almost off the quay). 

“Dry suits is for wimpies,” he boomed, 
“We dive wet suits!” 

Visibility was okay, for a cold-water 


Baltic dive, but occasionally an eddy or cur¬ 
rent in the harbor would stir up some silt. 
After about 40 minutes of bottom time, dur¬ 
ing which we ran a compass course and shot 
some flounder, we surfaced for a position 
check. My feet were numb and my hands 
were beginning to cramp. Ambros looked at 
me and said, “How you doing?” 

Pulling out my regulator, my cold lips 
quivering, I said, “I can’t feel my feet and 
your lips are blue.” 

“Nyet problem! Only 10 more minutes,” 
Ambros replied. “We hunt more fish,” 

Damn — I don’t even like flounder. 

Spirit Of The Airborne 

The next day I met Ambros, Ingmark, 
and Ragnar for parachute training. We piled 
into the SOG van. When we reached the air¬ 
field we were met by some veterans of 


Soviet Spetsnaz and Afghanistan, and their 
lady friends. (Before its breakup, the Soviet 
Union maintained the world’s largest force 
of SpecOps troops. The military-intelli¬ 
gence directorate, GRU , controlled the 
Voiska SpetsiaVnovo Naznacheniya: spe¬ 
cial-assignment forces that, in World War 
III, would have tried to assassinate NATO 
leaders, attacked NATO command centers 
and nuclear-weapons sites, and sabotaged 
European power grids.) 

Ambros had brought along something 
for them to play with: an unloaded MP5K. 
The ex-Spetsnaz admiringly passed around 
the German-made submachine gun. Their 
girlfriends all acted suitably bored. It was 
about 1000 hours, I hadn’t had breakfast, 
and everyone was offering me vodka. 

Ambros gave me a tour of the airfield 
and the old Soviet army parachute-training 
facilities, which though spartan were still 
adequate. We each grabbed a sausage and 
cheese sandwich at a kiosk in a trailer park¬ 
like arrangement near the airfield. More 
vodka was passed around. Then it was down 
to business. 

Out on the drop zone I was issued a 
Soviet D-5 parachute and received a hasty 
equipment orientation. The vodka was still 
flowing; everyone kept offering me a glass. 
Most of the women were drinking 
a canned gin drink — wicked 
stuff. I think I was the only sober 
jumper on the DZ. When I 
explained to one of the ex- 
Spetsnaz that it was illegal in the 
United States for a parachutist, 
military or civilian, to use alcohol 
before a jump, he was dumb¬ 
founded. He felt sorry for us rule- 
bound Americans. 

“But you must drink vodka, 
because jumping can be scary.” 
Yes, I agreed (especially if it’s 
with a planeload of sloshed 
Spetsnaz veterans). 

One of the guys, Ivan, was 
telling me — between shots of 
vodka — how he was planning to 
make a jump at 500 feet without a 
reserve parachute. He was trying 
to talk me into doing the same. I 
begged off, explaining that I’d never 
jumped with Soviet equipment and needed 
some practice. Ivan said he really liked low- 
altitude jumps: “Is good, da. You jump and 
then are on ground. Is very fast.” Fast — 
that’s what I was worried about. 

Before long it began to rain and every¬ 
one worried our jump would be called off. 

Some civilian sky divers were given the 
brush-off and told to come back tomorrow. 
The rest of us finished suiting up. Rain, nyet 
problem. Wind, nyet problem. Vodka, nyet 
problem. 

I strapped myself into the Soviet-made 
parachute, which looked a lot like my OD- 
green Army laundry bag stuffed with a 
sleeping bag and tied off with clothesline. 
My reserve had an automatic-activation 

Continued on page 64 



SOG troops repeatedly practice rappelling down sides of 
buildings in full combat gear. 
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Gulf War Syndrome 

Drumbeat of Denial 

Congressional Hearings Provide Voice For Vets And Victims 





Gl directs Fox vehicles into position at Kuwaiti school for girls where container of mus¬ 
tard gas was found along the outer wall. British soldier (nearest Fox) picks up conta¬ 
minated protective outerwear of soldier who spilled some of the blister agent on his 
wrist, prepares to burn it. (below) Three members of decontamination team stand by to 
aid any soldier who might come in contact with the mustard gas. 



by Dale B. Cooper 


U m * ever a single time that we were in 
l\ I the Gulf did we have a confirmed 
I \| report of any chemical weapons 
1 H being used or discovered. Not one 
single time.” — General Norman H. 
Schwarzkopf, on the Today Show. 

This pronouncement echoed a 1994 
statement by Defense Secretary William 
Perry and Gen. John Shalikashvilli, chair¬ 
man of the Joint Chiefs. “There is no infor¬ 
mation, classified or unclassified,” said 
Perry and Shalikashvilli, “that indicates 
chemical or biological weapons were used 
in the Persian Gulf.” 

But hours after Schwarzkopf appeared on 
the Today Show, a House panel chaired by 
Rep. Christopher Shays, R-Conn., opened 
another congressional oversight hearing into 
the question of chemical exposure. 

Asked how long the hearings would 
continue, an aide to Shays told SOF , “We 
will hold these hearings ’til hell freezes 
over if that’s what it takes to force the 
Pentagon to come clean on this issue.” 
There’s talk the panel may subpoena some 
major players, including Schwarzkopf and 
former Chairman of the Joint Chiefs, Gen. 
Colin Powell. 

That same day, three veterans of the Gulf 
War gave sworn testimony before Shays’ 
subcommittee. One by one, the men refuted 
what their former commanders said. 

Marine Corps Major Randy Hebert had 
to be helped to his feet by his wife and 
father to be sworn in. Hebert, diagnosed 
with ALS (Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis 
- “Lou Gehrig’s Disease”), spoke through 
his wife and his father, who translated his 
garbled speech, but his written statement 
was clear and intelligible: “I believe my 
medical problems are due to low-level 
chemical exposure over an extended peri¬ 
od of time.” Hebert had been assigned to 
the 2nd Combat Engineering Battalion, 
2nd Marine Division, where he was officer 
in charge of breaching Iraqi minefields in 
front of the division, and creating emer¬ 
gency lanes to evacuate casualties, approx¬ 
imately 2.5 miles from the border of 
Kuwait near an area known as the 
“Elbow,” the Umm Gudair Oil Fields. 


The first encounter with chemical mines 
came at 0630 24 February 1991. A Fox 
vehicle (see sidebar) confirmed positive 
readings for a nerve agent and mustard gas. 
A second detecting device confirmed it with 
the same positive reading. 

At the time, Gen. Keys, 2nd Division 
commander, and Colonel Livingston, com¬ 
mander of the 6th Marine Regiment, told 
reporters they believed it was possible a 
chemical mine was blown up or hit. 

The Pentagon says there is no evidence 


to suggest such exposure leads to Lou 
Gehrig’s Disease, but DoD cannot explain 
why half a dozen other Gulf War veterans 
also developed ALS. 

Detected. Confirmed, Reported 

Hebert learned after the War that the che 
ical mine which detonated in Lane Red One 
was confirmed for the nerve agent Sarin and 
also the blister agent Lewisite mustard gas, 
by a Fox vehicle in that lane. 

The chemical-mine confirmation was 
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(top) Vapor from container 
of mustard gas, punctured by 
a rifle bullet, stained wall of 
school (at left of nearest 
telephone pole), (above) Soldiers 
at tank near wall take final 
samples of mustard gas liquid 
before sealing the cylinder. 

(left) Brits and GIs spray 
decontamination solutions on 
the rear of the Fox vehicles 
after testing samples, and 
treating British soldier for 
mustard gas burns. 


reported by the regimental commander of 
6th Marines and also reported up the chain 
of command by the 2nd Marine Division 
commander. 

Hebert says late last year at Camp 
Lejeune, the commandant of the Marine 
Corps told him the Corps believes “chemical 
weapons were used during the Gulf War.” 

SOF has obtained a target list of 27 air¬ 
fields, ammo dumps, and storage facilities 
where Iraqi chemical weapons were known 
or suspected — targets hit by U.S. aircraft 


between 17 January and 21 February 1991. 
According to records of the 48th Tactical 
Fighter Wing in Taif, Saudi Arabia, the 
unit’s F-lll aircraft bombed 32 chemical 
targets, 113 bunkers, 11 Scud-missile sites 
and four mine portals. 

After the first two weeks of the air cam¬ 
paign, Schwarzkopf reported 535 sorties 
against NBC (nuclear, biological, chemical) 
installations, and a few days later cited 
“absolute confirmation” that 11 of Saddam’s 
chemical and biological storage areas were 


destroyed and three biochemical weapons 
factories damaged. The Defense Intelligence 
Agency reports, “All known or suspected 
Chemical Warfare and Biological Warfare 
storage sites were damaged or destroyed 
during Desert Storm with the exception of 
four cruciform bunkers at A1 Muthanna and 
two refrigerated bunkers.” 

Iraq declared that 2,500 chemical rock¬ 
ets containing some 17 metric tons of Sarin 
nerve agent were destroyed at A1 Muthanna, 
the primary Iraqi chemical-weapon produc¬ 
tion and storage facility 80 kilometers 
northwest of Baghdad, and 2.0 metric tons 
of nerve agents (12 Sarin-filled aerial 
bombs and 200 mustard-filled bombs) were 
destroyed during Coalition attacks on a stor¬ 
age site at Muhammadiyat. 

U.S. military doctrine warns that under 
certain weather conditions the use of a 
nerve agent against a 2.5-acre target can 
create a hazard zone up to 100 kilometers 
in length. With this kind of dispersal, mili¬ 
tary units downwind would have to take 
protective measures. Unclassified U.S. 
satellite imagery confirms that debris from 
Coalition bombing was upwardly dis¬ 
persed, causing chemical agents to be car¬ 
ried by upper atmospheric currents over a 
wide area in the Persian Gulf. 

Making this more ominous is the discov¬ 
ery that entries in chemical warfare logs 
maintained by NBC officers at CENTCOM 
are missing. The very existence of the logs 
was kept secret until 1994. Senator Jay 
Rockefeller, D-W.Va, believes someone 
deliberately got rid of the logs, but has no 
proof. Twenty-six pages of chemical war¬ 
fare logs kept by the NBC desk at CENT¬ 
COM show Central Command received 
dozens of reports of chemical detections 
during the war, including reports from 
Czech soldiers whose detections were later 
found by the Pentagon to be valid. During 
the war, however, such reports were rou¬ 
tinely dismissed as false. 

Another Set Of Logs 

During a hearing of the Senate Veterans 
Affairs Committee on 8 January, Rockefeller 
dropped a bombshell on Acting CIA Director 
George Tenet and two deputies. Executive 
Director Nora Slatkin and Sylvia Copeland, 
chief analyst for Gulf War matters, when he 
asked if they were aware of Executive 
Officer Logs that were maintained by an offi¬ 
cer who followed Schwarzkopf everywhere 
he went, jotting down what he said, and what 
he was told. “No,” replied the trio. 

After informing the CIA officials that 
the so-called “XO Logs” covered every 
hour Schwarzkopf spent in the Persian Gulf, 
and “were kept exclusively for his own 
use,” Rockefeller said he couldn’t believe 
the CIA didn’t know about the logs. 
Schwarzkopf has invited a committee mem¬ 
ber or staff member to come to his office in 
Florida and look at his logs first hand, but 
calls suggestions of a coverup “ridiculous.” 
Schwarzkopf insists there is nothing in his 
personal logs about chemical exposure. 

The missing CENTCOM logs would be 
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“critical” to computer modeling the “Pit 
Area” at Khamisiyah, were perhaps 1,000 
Sarin-filled rockets were destroyed on 10 
March 1991. 

Although SOF has interviewed almost a 
dozen soldiers who have gotten sick after 
Khamisiyah, the Pentagon says there is no 
record of any soldier coming down sick after 
the pit and bunkers that contained chemical 
weapons were destroyed on 4 and 10 March. 
But the Pentagon is asking some 2,000 
troops who were in the vicinity of the deto¬ 
nations to contact officials with details of the 
events and any subsequent health problems. 

Precluding False Alarms 

Chemical detection equipment in Fox 
vehicles was calibrated by General 
Dynamics, the manufacturer, only days 
before the ground war began. Fox vehicles, 
operated by highly skilled, professionally 
trained personnel, confirmed chemical 
agents in several locations — as did the 
Czechs, who are considered the best in the 
world at chemical detection. 

Testifying before the subcommittee on 
possible chemical exposure to U.S. troops, 
Gunnery Sergeant George J. Grass also con¬ 
tradicted what Schwarzkopf said a few hours 
earlier about no chemical weapons being 
used, or any valid detections during the Gulf 
War. Grass, the commander of a Fox recon 
vehicle for 1st Marine Division’s Task Force 
Ripper, says chemical detection teams didn’t 
take any chances with faulty equipment. 
Approximately 24 to 48 hours prior to the 
breaching of Iraqi minefields in front of the 
division, Grass says all Fox vehicles were 
given a final operations and functions test. 

On 22 February, two days before the 
ground war began, Recon Marines slipped 
into a double belt of minefields under the 
cover of darkness, and detected the presence 
of Viscella 69 mines — known to contain 
chemical warfare agents. After Task Force 
Ripper took Al-Jaber airfield, the mobile 



CIA overall aerial photo of Khamisiyah 
Ammunition Storage Complex in 
Southern Iraq taken on 10 February 1991 
shows “pit” storage area containing mus¬ 
tard gas rockets and bombs at upper left. 
Bunker 73, which contained Sarin and 
mustard gas, is at lower left of larger box. 
Both were destroyed by explosives, as 
were all conventional munitions in com¬ 
plex, by U.S. ground troops. Blackened 
areas show earlier USAF bombing, which 
had been ineffective. 

mass spectrometer alerted Grass’ crew to a 
lethal vapor concentration of mustard gas. 

The next time Grass and his Fox vehicle 
had verifiable positive chemical agent read¬ 
ings was at an ammunition supply point for 
the Iraqi 3d Armored Corps just outside 
Kuwait city, where the alarm on the mass 
spectrometer sounded with a full and distinct 
spectrum across the monitor, indicating a 
lethal vapor concentration of S-mustard. 

As Grass and his crew drove closer to the 
ammo bunkers, they could see skulls and 
crossed bones painted on yellow tape with 
red lettering, and boxes of ammo bearing red 
skulls and crossed bones painted on them. 

Sick. Dead 

As Grass drove on, the alarm sounded 
again in his Fox vehicle; indicating a 
lethal concentration of H-mustard, a high¬ 
ly volatile blister agent. Benzene bromide 


was also detected. 

Since returning from the Gulf War, 
Grass has spoken to almost every Fox vehi¬ 
cle commander from both the 1st and 2nd 
Marine Divisions. “Every one of them has 
verbally acknowledged the positive identifi¬ 
cation of chemical agents in their area of 
operation,” said Grass. Grass told SOF that 
every member of the security team assigned 
to prevent fellow Marines from “lighting 
up” his vehicle, which resembles a Soviet 
armored vehicle, is either sick or dead. 

Chemical warfare agents were also dis¬ 
covered in Kuwait after the war, by Major 
Michael Johnson, commander of the 
Army’s 54th Chemical Troop, 11th Armored 
Cavalry Regiment, on 7 and 8 August 1991. 
Like Grass, Johnson knew his Fox vehicles 
were operating properly and their crews 
were highly trained technicians. 

On 5 August, British Royal Engineers 
had discovered H-mustard while clearing 
unexploded ordnance at Sabahiyah High 
School for Girls in Kuwait City: A large 
steel cylinder capable of containing 1,000 
liters of highly volatile blister agent was 
leaking light, copper-colored vapor through 
a bullet hole. 

While withdrawing some liquid from the 
container, a British soldier spilled a few 
drops on his left wrist and the blister grew 
from the size of a stick pin to a half dollar in 
minutes. Within seconds of sampling the liq¬ 
uid inside the drum, Johnson’s Fox vehicle 
identified the substance as highly concen¬ 
trated H-mustard with traces of phosgene, a 
non-persistent choking agent, and phosgene 
oxime, a non-persistent blister agent. A sec¬ 
ond Fox team confirmed the findings. 

Like Grass, Johnson and Fox team leaders 
under his command removed printout tapes 
from mass spectrometers in their vehicles, 
which were turned over to personnel wearing 
desert camouflage displaying no rank or unit 
patches, and were never seen again. 

After Johnson testified before 


Nuclear-Biological-Chemical Recon System 


T he M93 “Fox” NBCRS is one of many mission-specific vari¬ 
ations of Thyssen HenscheVs Dnnnsportpanzer 1 6x6 amphib¬ 
ian APC, first fielded as Germany’s NBCRS in 1988. The modi¬ 
fied XM93 was selected by the U.S. Army in 1989. 

When Iraq invaded Kuwait, Bonn offered Coaiitioh coun¬ 



tries Bundeswehr NBC vehicles “off the shelf.” We 60. 

upgrading commo, weapons, air conditioning and other engi¬ 
neering features. Considering the drawdown at war’s end and 
that we had 60 German vehicles, planned U.S. production was 
canceled in favor of a General Dynamics/Thyssen upgrade to 
M93A1 standard. 

Commencingfl996, Block 1 upgrades should be fully field¬ 
ed by 1998. Upgrades include crew reduction from four to three, 
improved mount for the M21 remote sensing arm, improved 
sensors to monitor air conditions, GPS for driver and comman¬ 
der, digital radio transmission, and a commander’s monitor to 
display either mass spectrometer data or pictures from the M21, 
for enhanced monitoring and analysis of NBC threats. 

The M93 series is powered by a Mercedes-Benz $"-8 diesel, 
with a road speed of 105 km/hr and water speed of 10 km/hr. 
Combat weight is 17,000 kg, range 800 km. ~^Don McLean 


Army Chemical School student talks with Fox driver from 
commander’s position as he navigates amphibious NBC 
recon vehicle at Neely Henry Lake, Alabama. 
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Congressman Shays* subcommittee, he was 
taken immediately before the Army 
Inspector General for a taped briefing. 
Before Johnson was excused, the IG told 
him, “You’re in a tough spot.” 

Johnson told SOF his career is over, and 
he expects to leave the Army soon. “I see 
the writing on the wall,” said Johnson, “I’m 
not going anywhere.” But Johnson will 
leave with the satisfaction of knowing he 
wasn’t part of any alleged coverup. 

At the time of this writing, Maj. Randy 
Hebert is waiting to be medically dis¬ 
charged from the Marine Corps. 

Back To The Drawing Board 

When Congressman Shays began hear¬ 
ings a year ago into possible exposure of 
U.S. troops to Iraqi chemical weapons, the 
Pentagon position consisted of three noes: 
no credible detections, no exposures, and 
therefore no provable health consequences 
among Gulf War veterans. 

Those denials were echoed by the 
Department of Veterans Affairs, (VA) and, 
regrettably, are reflected in their research 
and treatment priorities. Today, two of the 
three pillars of denial have crumbled under 
the weight of reluctantly disclosed facts. 
There were credible, verified detections of 
chemical nerve and blister agents. The 
President’s Advisory Committee on Persian 
Gulf Veteran’s Illnesses concluded detec¬ 
tions of chemical nerve agents by Czech 
technicians in January 1991 were credible, 
and the Department of Defense (DoD) 
investigative team is examining records 
from 20 other detections previously dis¬ 
missed or discounted. 

As a result, the number of U.S. Gulf War 
veterans presumed to have been exposed to 
chemical warfare agents has climbed from 
zero, to 400, to 1,100, to 5,000, to 15,000 to 
more than 20,000. In the months ahead, 
SOF was told, the number of credible expo- 



Marines from 2nd Combat Engineer 
Battalion detonate mines from one of the 
medical evacuation lanes through Iraqi 
mine belts in Kuwait. Fox vehicles detect¬ 
ed lethal levels or various war gasses 
after certain of these mines were blown, 
(inset) L/Cpl. Maison, driver, poses with 
Marine Fox vehicle the evening before 
they crossed into Kuwait. 


sures may go much higher — maybe over 
the quarter-million mark. 

When Rep. Shays opened his latest 
round of oversight hearings into U.S. troop 
exposure to Iraqi chemical weapons, he 
threw the gauntlet at DoD’s feet: 
“Detections of chemical nerve agents in a 
combat theater should trigger protective 
countermeasures and decontamination pro¬ 
cedures, but during the Gulf War, chemical 
alarms only signaled the beginning of 
denials and coverups,” said Shays. 

Congressional Inquiry 

Recent revelations about the detection of 
chemical warfare agents in the Gulf War 
theater challenge widely held conclusions 
about the effectiveness of U.S. Nuclear, 
Biological and Chemical (NBC) defense 
doctrine. Throughout Operations Desert 
Shield and Desert Storm, thousands of 
chemical alarms were routinely dismissed. 

Shays has concluded that these admis¬ 
sions compel a complete re-evaluation of all 
policies and medical protocols built on the 
shifting sands of DoD denials. The VA says 
it has always “remained open” to the possi¬ 
bility that toxic exposures play a role in Gulf 
War illnesses, yet it wasn’t until October 
1995 that the VA’s Persian Gulf Registry 
Code Sheet, the basic screening tool used to 
evaluate a veteran’s health, contained specif¬ 
ic questions about chemical alarms, nerve 
agent exposures, or other toxins. 

Had the VA been more open to capturing 


data on possible chemical exposures among 
the 53,000 veterans it diagnosed between 
1991 and 1995, we might today have in 
hand clinical data that could yield answers, 
and save lives. Instead, research on the 
long-term effects of low-level exposures is 
just beginning — seven years after the fact 

Chemical detection data is critical med¬ 
ical intelligence for a sick veteran trying to 
establish a service-connected disability 
claim, or trying to provide a doctor with a 
complete toxic exposure history. 

Sadly, the information has not been 
forthcoming from DoD. Evidence of toxic 
chemical detection in the Gulf War has been 
lost, destroyed or misrepresented, perhaps 
even suppressed, in an effort to bolster the 
premature, now insupportable, conclusion 
that coalition forces encountered no chemi¬ 
cal warfare agents. Lacking that informa¬ 
tion, vital research into the effects of low- 
level chemical exposures has been tragical¬ 
ly delayed and many Gulf war veterans 
have gotten sicker — some have died. 

Only when all of this information is 
available will veterans, their families and 
their physicians be able to determine the role 
of toxic chemicals in causing the variety of 
illnesses now called “Gulf War Syndrome.” 

Only then can the “All Clear” be 
sounded. 

Foreign correspondent Dale B. Cooper 
has covered the Gulf War and subsequent 
developments for SOF from day one. ^ 
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Victorious, and unopposed, 

Taliban militia arrives in central 
Kabul after heavy fighting outside 
city convinced government troops 
they should live to fight another day. 
(inset below) Unaccustomed to 
anything buf fighting ill their cit$ 
Kabulis initially received Taliban 
with more curiosity! 


Afghanistan there’s one rule of thumb that never 
fails: The only thing you can reasonably expect is the 
totally unexpected. That’s never been more true than 
with the latest and most bizarre phenomenon to emerge from the 
chaos that’s overtaken the country — the Taliban religious militia. 
Nobody predicted the emergence of this ultra-radical army of 
zealots who’ve put real meaning into that much overworked term 
“Islamic fundamentalist.” Nobody predicted that a movement with 
a “political agenda” consisting of executing TV sets, banning soc¬ 
cer, and confining women to their homes would sweep two-thirds 
of the country. And nobody predicted that in less than two years 
they’d seize the capital, Kabul. 

For considerably longer than a year, the Afghan war — which, 
this time, pitted the ethnically Pushtun Taliban against the moderate 


Islamic government of President Burhanuddin Rabbani — was 
locked in stalemate. Then, in late summer, events abruptly began to 
unfold with stunning speed. In mid-September the Taliban captured 
the eastern city of Jalalabad, advancing on the highway town of 
Sarobi, east of Kabul where Rabbani’s military commander, former 
mujahideen supremo Ahmad Shah Massood, had staked his defense. 

Approached from the east by a long, narrow gorge, Sarobi is no 
easy objective. Sitting in Islamabad in neighboring Pakistan, I — and 
plenty of others — figured any Taliban offensive would be weeks or 
even months in preparation. So when on 25 September I learned that 
not only had Sarobi fallen the night before, but that the Taliban were 
still moving toward Kabul, it was horribly clear this was shaping up 
as another Afghan special. At 0530 the next morning I was banging 
on doors at the U.N. flight office and at 0800 was aboard a small tur- 
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ujppetf bom the stores of individual 
mllisies harf defeats 

also received logistical support and command and 
control functions from the Paks — critical to the suc¬ 
cess of their well-orchestrated conquest of Kahili, 
(inset above) Koran in hand, Taliban zealots occupy 
the Afghan capitol of Kabul, abandoned by govern¬ 
ment forces of Ahmad Shah Massood. 


Text & Photos by Mike Winchester 


boprop flying into government-held Bagram airbase to evacuate for¬ 
eign U.N. personnel. Coming out, it would be full: Flying in it was 
no big surprise to discover I was the only passenger. 

Bagram itself is situated 50 klicks north of Kabul and since late 
’95, when Kabul airport was closed by Taliban rockets, it had been 
the city’s only airport. The road into town was surprisingly quiet, 
as was the city itself — far too quiet. There were few civilians on 
the streets and not much military movement, but from the eastern 
edge of town, the thud of incoming artillery' was clearly audible. 

Before heading to the front, I checked in for a chat with U.N. 
Field Security. The guy in charge was Alan Brimelow, an ex- 
Australian Army colonel with two Vietnam tours and 26 years in 
armor behind him. He wasn’t optimistic: Kabul had maybe a cou¬ 
ple of days, he reckoned. Talib advance elements had already bro- 


To Fight Another Day 

What neither of us knew, was that an hour 
earlier government commander Massood had 
already issued orders for all his forces to with¬ 
draw from Kabul. He was about to attempt 
one of the riskiest maneuvers any army can 
make: an orderly retreat under cover of dark¬ 
ness with rear elements still in contact with an 
advancing enemy. There were two reasons 
behind the decision: First, a battle for Kabul 
would inevitably have caused massive civilian 
casualties. Second, fighting for Kabul would have meant the 
destruction of most of his forces. The rest would have risked being 
cut off from retreating north to their Panjshir Valley base by anoth¬ 
er Talib advance, which from Sarobi had pushed up the Tagab 
Valley and threatened Bagram. Military' common sense dictated 
surviving to fight another day. 

By dusk the streets were full: pedestrians, cyclists, trucks, 
armored vehicles and cars laden with bedding, furniture and even 
people piled into the trunk. Many northerners with private trans¬ 
port were already aware of the withdrawal and were getting out 
while they still could. 

By nightfall, fighting had reached Mikrorayan. Bunkered down 
in the U.N. Staff House near the city center, I sat amid the last of 
the U.N.’s staff in the city. Acting head was a former Turkish 


ken out from the mountains 20-odd klicks east 
of the city and were heavily engaged with 
government defenders at the village of Pul-i- 
Charkhi on the edge of the Kabul plain. 
Government armored reinforcements and 
airs trikes using Mi-24 “Hind” choppers and 
Su-22 bombers weren’t stopping them. 

Border Patrol 

The sheer momentum of a multi-pronged 
advance was irresistible. Half an hour later I 
was driving out toward Pul-i-Charkhi in a bat¬ 
tered Land Rover with another SOF man, Jake 
Border. Border, a Kiwi, was recently back in 
Kabul after nearly a year in and out of hospi¬ 
tals. He’d been wounded in fighting near 
Kabul in October 1995 when a mortar bomb 
being fired from a nearby position had explod¬ 
ed in the tube, killing the two mortarmen and 
critically wounding him. That had been 
Friday, 13 October, and the way I read it, the 
moral of the story was clear enough. But this 
was a Thursday and the 26th. 

On the edge of town near the Mikrorayan 
housing complex, several T-55 MBTs had 
taken up positions and troops were digging 
slit trenches and reinforcing bunkers. We 
kept moving out along the road past what 
used to be Kabul’s industrial belt. BMPs 
loaded with troops and tanks were roaring 
past at full tilt, last reinforcements for the 
battle at Pul-i-Charkhi that was still under¬ 
way. We never got that far. Five klicks down 
the road we were halted by incoming artillery 
rounds falling ahead. 

Then the road between us and the city 
began taking 122mm rounds, impacting 
directly on the tarmac less than 100 meters 
away. The message was clear both north and 
south of the highway: The Talibs were maneu¬ 
vering around the main government block. It 
was time to be leaving. We headed back to 
town to prepare for what promised to be a 
night of bitter house-to-house fighting — or a 
violent orgy of looting. 

Or, this being Afghanistan, most likely both. 
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Former communist President Najibullah, in quaran- 
tine at a U.N. guest house, was extracted by the 
Taliban to become a victim of the drug wars, i.e. he 
was unceremoniously “drug” behind a truck and then 
strung up. (right) Taliban militiamen use whips and rifle 
butts to constrain crowd of curious onlookers at public 
hanging of former President Najibullah. 


colonel; then there was Brimelow, and a 
couple of Brit deminers. Over the last of the 
beer and a growing pile of cigarette stubs, 
we sat and waited. 

Also bracing for a long night was 
Kabul’s best-known resident: former com¬ 
munist president Najibullah. It turned out to 
be his last. In April 1992, a U.N. attempt to 
smuggle the toppled dictator out of the city 
had been foiled at Kabul Airport by officers 
of his own National Guard. Since then he, 
along with his younger brother, an aide and 
a former bodyguard, had been confined to a 
U.N. guest-house in central Kabul. Life had 
not been too rough: he had access to satel¬ 
lite TV, literature, gym equipment and occa¬ 
sionally a sat-phone to talk with his family 
in New Delhi. 

That day, though, Najib had been a wor¬ 
ried man. Government security chiefs had 
urged him to leave with them for the north. 
But fearful for his own safety beyond the 
walls of the U.N. compound, he had refused 
to go, calling on Brimelow to intercede on 
his behalf. Finally, Massood’s men had 
shrugged their shoulders and left. 

Around 1900 hours an Afghan U.N. 
staffer phoned in from Mikrorayan: Fighting 
was in full swing around his apartment 
block. Then no more calls. Around 2030 
hours I stepped out onto the street. Only then 
did I realize just what was going down. The 
sound of fighting had tapered off. But a 
steady stream of trucks and armored vehi¬ 
cles piled high with troops and weapons was 
grinding down the street. And on both sides 
of the vehicles moved silent files of govern¬ 
ment soldiers lugging rocket-launchers, 
machine guns and mortars. One army was 
clearly leaving town; the other had yet to 
arrive. But the city was changing hands. 

I turned in around 2300 only to be 
waked at 0250 by a massive explosion — 


Victorious Taliban fighters relax on the grounds of the presidential palace. 


Najib outside the Presidential Palace. 

It took only 10 minutes to reach Aryana 
Square in a taxi, weaving down the main 
avenue past newly arriving Taliban tanks 
and scores of citizens on push-bikes. And 
sure enough, on the farther side of what is in 
fact a large round-about outside the palace 
grounds, two bodies were swinging from a 
traffic control tower. There was also a large 
crowd of locals and Taliban troops on 
flatbed trucks and pick-ups. I pushed 
through to the front, still unsure whether 
this could really be the man who had domi¬ 
nated Afghan politics for more than 10 
years, first as head of the KGB-trained 
secret police, then from 1986 as president. 

But it was indeed Najib. He looked older 
and smaller than when I’d last seen him in 
1992. Added to which, most of the side of 
his skull had been battered in and there was 
blood across his face and body. He’d either 
been bludgeoned to death or, as one bizarre 
rumor had it, dragged behind a speeding 
truck. His brother Shahpur Ahmadzai had 
been hung beside him, strung up and throt- 


right outside. As I rolled out of bed and 
struggled to get my boots on, my first 
thoughts were that the U.N. compound was 
under direct attack; or that a tank battle was 
underway in the street outside. From the 
window I could see a barracks across the 
narrow street was consumed in a sea of fire, 
roaring flames leaping up into the darkness. 
Brimelow was already up, directing local 
staffers as they struggled to extinguish a fire 
in a U.N. vehicle parked in the compound: 
“Ammunition going up!” he yelled. He 
added that an hour earlier, a radio message 
had come in from the U.N. Guest House 
three klicks across town: Armed men had 
arrived and escorted Najib away. 


Under New Mismanagement 

For the rest of the night there wasn’t 
much sleep. And at dawn I headed out to 
check out who, if anyone, was in control of 
the city. Many locals, relieved but still cau¬ 
tious, were doing the same thing. Word on 
the street was that the Talibs had already 
taken over — and that they’d just strung up 
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On the afternoon of 26 September, this 
BMP-1 loaded with exuberant government 
troops heads out of Kabul toward front 
lines to engage Taliban militia. Exuber¬ 
ance did not last long. 


tied to death a few inches off the ground. 
Both of them had had cigarettes thrust into 
their dead fingers and near worthless 
Afghan currency into their pockets — part¬ 
ing gestures of Taliban contempt. 

But the crowd was not in a festive mood. 
There was no jeering, no laughter, no smiles. 
Najib may not have been popular but he had 
been respected by Kabulis and the brutality of 
the end shocked them. Pushto-speaking coun¬ 
try boys, the Taliban were now masters of a 
relatively sophisticated Persian-speaking city. 
And even on that first morning they began to 
show their arrogance, pushing back specta¬ 
tors from around the hangings with whips and 
bayonets. Within hours came edicts closing 
girls’ schools, banning women from the 
work-place and enforcing mal£ attendance in 
mosques. These were victors with a direct 
line to God: Winning human hearts and 
minds was not even on the agenda. 


Roots Of The Taliban 


What was this army of religious zealots 
that had taken Kabul and now looked ready 
to sweep the whole country? The movement 
of the Taliban — 
from the Arab word 
talib or Koranic stu¬ 
dent — traces its 
roots to southern 
Kandahar and to the 
brutal misrule by the 
province’s squabbling 
mujahideen warlords 
1993-4. Led by 
Mullah Mohamad 
Omar, a 39-year-old 
former muj who’d 
lost an eye in the war 
against the Soviets, the Taliban at first 
counted only 30 adherents — united in their 
anger over the lawlessness in the south. 
Abuses at highway checkpoints where 
extortion, robbery and rape were the daily 
norm was a major cause of popular discon¬ 
tent that was to fuel the rise of the Taliban. 

As the Taliban movement grew, its ranks 
were filled from religious colleges (madras- 
sah) across the Pakistan border, where tens 
of thousands of Afghan refugees were 
studying. Most of the colleges were run by 
the Jamiat-i-Islami , a traditionalist 
Pakistani party influential in Pakistan’s eth¬ 
nic Push tun belt along the Afghan border 
and represented in Benazir Bhutto’s govern¬ 
ment in Islamabad. 

Taliban determination to break the war¬ 
lords’ grip on the highways soon attracted 
the attention of Pakistan’s wily Interior 
Minister, Naseerullah Babar. A retired gen¬ 
eral and old Afghan hand, Babar had 
become point-man for Afghan policy in 
Benazir Bhutto’s government. He under¬ 
stood that Pakistani penetration of the mar¬ 
kets of Central Asia hinged crucially on free 


traffic through Afghanistan via Kandahar 
and western Herat to Turkmenistan. And in 
the Taliban he saw a perfect means of 
implementing Islamabad’s policy. By the 
late summer of 1994, arms and money 
began flowing through Babar’s JUI back- 
channel to the Taliban. 

In October the students announced their 
arrival with a surprise assault by only a few 
hundred men on the district center of Spin 
Boldak. Close to the Pakistani border and 
astride the highway to Kandahar, Spin 
Boldak is effectively the gateway to south¬ 
western Afghanistan. A month later they 
seized the ancient royal capital of Kandahar 
from local muj commanders. Then the 
steamroller advance gathered momentum, 
sweeping the ethnic Push tun provinces of 
the south and by February 1995 arriving at 


the gates of Kabul. By this time their ranks 
were up to several thousand. 

The student-led movement was relying 
less on its military skills — which had yet to 
be tested — than on its immense popularity 
and moral prestige and the feebleness of the 
petty warlords in its way. Their battle-cry was 
simple and appealing: imposition of Islamic 
law and an end to mujahideen misrule. 

For Allah ... And Pakistan 

Mysteriously well-funded, the Taliban 
were also happy to pay off local comman¬ 
ders. Where moral persuasion and cash did¬ 
n’t work, military force took over. The first 
major casualty of the Taliban juggernaut was 
Hekmatyar’s Hizb-i-fslami party. A mainly 
Pushtun party with close links to Pakistan’s 
Inter Services Intelligence Directorate (ISI) 
and bitterly opposed to Rabbani and 
Massood, Hizb had made an abortive bid to 
seize Kabul after the fall of Najibullah in 
1992. Since then they’d been dug in south of 
Kabul, rocketing the city mercilessly. But in 
early 1995 the Taliban routed Hizb, forcing 
Hekmatyar to flee his HQ, abandoning heli¬ 
copters, tanks and artillery. 

But outside Kabul the Taliban had 

Continued on page 65 


(left) Mostly of rural Pushtun background, Taliban 
includes many individuals trained in Pakistan, and fellow 
Pushtun of Pakistani nationality, (below) Forming a coali¬ 
tion backed by various internal Afghan and outside inter¬ 
ests, Government commander Ahmad Shah Massood 
holds a council of war north of Kabul during a counter¬ 
offensive in early November. 
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umors have persisted for some time that a compact 
caliber .45 ACP Glock was under development. 
Some articles in the popular gun press mistakenly 
^ferred to it as the “Model 28* and also maintained 
that it would feature a single-stack magazine. As 
usual, they were wrong. In January 1997 Glock 
liuiounced two new compact pistols. They are the 
Model 29^rather surprisingly chambered for the 10mm Auto car¬ 
tridge, and the long-awaited Model 30, chambered for the .45 
ACP round, without doubt a cartridge of almost mystical pro¬ 
portions among armed professionals in the United States. 

The envelopes of these two new models are almost as startl ing 
as were those of the Models 26 and 27 when they first appeared. 
The slides of both the Model 29 and 30 are slightly longer and 
Somewhat wider (to safely accommodate the greater pressures 
generated by the 10mm Auto and .45 ACP rounds) than those of 
the Model 26/27 series. The frames are also somewhat longer, but 
in the grip area are almost identical in size to the Model 26/27. 
The Model 30 has a magazine which slightly protrudes out the 
bottom of the grip frame to accommodate the tenth round of .45 
ACP. With this magazine in place the Model 30’s envelope is 
[Close to that of the Model 1 9/23 compacts. With the optional 9- 
iround magazine, the Model 30 approximates the size of the 
Model 26/27 series, except for its increased length. 

docks Past 

Gaston Glock’s 9mm Parabellum pistol was first introduced 
to the American public by Soldier Of Fortune almost 13 years 
^go (“Plastic Perfection,” October ’84). Since that time more 
than 5,000 U.S. local law-enforcement and federal agencies have 
adopted or authorized Uve ; Clock as a duly weapon. By any stan- 

(_ 


dards that’s an astounding number. Glock pistols represent more 
than 60% of all new law-enforcement semiautomatic handgun 
sales in this country. Law-enforcement agencies and military 
units from more than two dozen other nations have also adopted 
the Glock. Hundreds of thousands have been sold in the United 
States and worldwide. 

The Glock series commenced with the Model 1 7, a pistol of 
service-sideann size, chambered for the 9mm Parabellum car¬ 
tridge, that was developed for the Austrian army trials and sub¬ 
sequently adopted by them. The Models 18 and 18C are selec¬ 
tive-fire machine-pistol versions of the Model 17, while the 
Model 17L is a long-slide competition version. In 1988, a com-* 
pact version of this pistol, the Model 19, appeared and quickly 
became quite papular in the United States. 

In May 1990, Glock made available two pistols chambered 
for the .40 S&W cartridge: the standard-size Model 22 and the 
compact Model 23. Their external dimensions duplicated exact¬ 
ly those of the Model 17 and Model 19, respectively. The Model 
24 is a caliber .40 S&W version of the Model 17L. That same 
year, but in July, saw the introduction of the Glock Model 20 
chambered for the 10mm Auto cartridge. In December 1990, 
Glock added the Model 21 to their line. Chambered for the .45 
ACP cartridge, it has become a popular model, especially in 
competition pistol circles. Both the Glock Model 20 and 21 are 
large service-size handguns. Compensated versions of Glock pis¬ 
tols feature milled slots on the barrel and slide to reduce muzzle 
jump and carry a “C” suffix after the model number. 

A caliber .380 ACP Glock — the Model 25 — which is iden¬ 
tical in envelope to the Models 19 and 23, was introduced in* 
1995 and is quite popular in Europe. It has not been imported to 
thfc United States, principally because its size wd eaUte 




Black Hills .45 ACP and 10mm Auto ammunition is loaded 
with Hornady’s superb XTP Jacketed Hollow Point bullets. 


















The dock’s high-impact polymer frame 
and telescoping recoil spring system 
reduce perceived recoil to a considerable 
extent. 


er, was introduced in the 1960s. 
Furthermore, the H&K VP70 machine pis¬ 
tol and VP70z semiauto pistol equivalent, 
from this same time frame, had frames 
made entirely of plastic, although they were 
reinforced with steel at appropriate points. 

Plastic Copies 

However, the dock’s incredible popu¬ 
larity has certainly resulted in the introduc¬ 
tion of subsequent designs developed 
around polymer frames. One of the first was 
S&W’s Sigma, a blatant copy of the dock 
in almost all regards, and which in fact was 
labeled as such by the popular gun press 
when it first appeared. In addition, the high¬ 
ly regarded Heckler & Koch USP series, 
together with its Mark 23 Special 
Operations Pistol derivative, the Spanish 
Star Ultrastar, Ram-Line .22 Exactor, Ruger 
P95 and the new Walther P99 and Czech 
CZ100 as well as the yet-to-be-produced 
Colt LEP all have polymer frames. 

Four steel guide rails (each about 0.4- 
inches in length) for the slide have been 
integrated into the Glock Model 29/30 
injection-molded frame, in pairs at the rear 
of the frame and above the front of the trig¬ 
ger guard. To meet BATF regulations, a 
steel plate carrying the serial number has 
been embedded into the frame in front of 
the trigger guard. 

The trigger guard is recurved and serrat¬ 
ed. The grip-to-frame angle (that angle pre¬ 
scribed by a line perpendicular with the 
bore’s axis and the front leading edge of the 
grip’s front strap) of the entire Glock series 
is about 22 degrees, somewhat steeper than 


Glock Models 29 10mm Auto (top) and 30 
.45 ACP compacts (bottom). 


elude meeting the requirements imposed 
by the BATF’s import “factoring” system. 

In October of 1995, Glock rocked the 
firearms industry throughout the world 
with the introduction of two ultra-compact 
models, the Model 26, chambered for the 
9mm Parabellum round, and Model 27, 
chambered for the .40 S&W cartridge. 
Glock was immediately inundated with 
both law-enforcement and civilian orders 
for these pistols and at one time reported 
backorders of more than 40,000 units for 
both models. Subsequent to this, the Model 
28, a caliber .380 ACP version of the Model 
26, was introduced for sale in South 
America only, where many countries forbid 
civilian ownership of firearms chambered 
for so-called military cartridges. 

docks Present 

Overall length (the distance from the 
muzzle to the rear of the slide) of the new 
Model 29/30 series is 6.77 inches (172 
mm). Including the sights, the height of the 
Model 29 is 4.45 inches (113 mm). With its 
magazine extension, the Model 30’s height 
is increased to 4.76 inches (121 mm). The 
width, at the grip portion of the frame is 
1.27 inches (32.5 mm) for both the Model 
29 and 30. The barrel length for both is 3.78 
inches (96 mm). These dimensions put the 
Models 29 and 30 in between the Models 
26/27 and 19/23 models in size, no small 
accomplishment for pistols in these cham- 
berings. Weight, empty and without a mag¬ 
azine, of the Model 30 is 23.99 ounces 
(680 g). Because its barrel weighs more, the 




Model 29 tips the scales at 24.69 ounces 
(700 g). Model 29 and 30 magazines weigh 
2.4 and 2.5 ounces, respectively. 

Since first imported to the United 
States, the Glock pistol has received a great 
deal of publicity concerning its high- 
impact polymer frame, which can with¬ 
stand heat up to 400 degrees F. While many 
perceived this aspect of the design to be 
unique, it was not the first of its type, as 
Heckler & Koch’s P9S pistol, which fea¬ 
tured a frame consisting of a plastic trigger- 
guard/front-strap and a sheet-metal receiv¬ 
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most competing designs. There is a non¬ 
slip, stippled surface and a thumb rest 
(which adds points to the total required for 
acceptance under the BATF’s import factor¬ 
ing system) on each side of the grip frame 
and the rear strap is grooved and checkered. 
There are two finger grooves on the front 
strap to help secure the firing grip, as the 
abbreviated frame will not accommodate 
the little finger of a normal-sized hand, 
unless the Model 30’s extended magazine is 
in place. The space between the two finger 
grooves on the front strap is now checkered. 

The locking block, which engages a 45- 
degree camming surface on the barrel’s 
lower lug, appears to be the only invest¬ 
ment-cast component on any model of the 
dock pistols. It has been shortened and 
relieved to accept the same type of telescop¬ 
ing recoil spring/guide rod system (albeit 
larger and with stronger springs) found on 
the Models 26 and 27. It’s retained in the 
frame by the same steel axis pin that holds 
the trigger and slide stop. The trigger hous¬ 
ing is attached to the frame by means of a 
polymer pin. A spring-loaded, sheet-metal 
pressing serves as the slide stop, which is 
protected from accidental manipulation by a 
raised guard molded into the frame. 

The slide lock, operated by a single bent 
flat spring (shorter and with a different con¬ 
figuration on the Models 26, 27, 28, 29 and 
30), engages a step on the front of the bar¬ 
rel’s locking lug to prevent the slide and 
frame groups from parting company during 
the counter-recoil stroke. The magazine 
catch-release, another polymer component 
— located where it belongs, on the left side 
of the frame, directly to the rear of the trig¬ 
ger guard — is held in place by an uncoiled 
piece of spring steel. The magazine catch- 
releases on the Models 20, 21, 29 and 30 
are slightly extended, when compared to 
those of the other Glock models. Both inte¬ 
rior surfaces of the magazine-well’s mouth 
have a beveled contour to assist in the 
insertion of magazines. 

Diamond Durability 

Distinctively rectangular in configura¬ 
tion, the slide is milled from bar stock using 
CNC (Computer Numerical Control) 
machinery. Model 26, 27, 28, 29 and 30 
slides are distinctively beveled at the front 
end. Three hardening processes are 
employed on both the slide and barrel. The 
final tenifer finish, 0.04 mm to 0.05 mm in 
thickness, produces a patented 69 Rockwell 
Cone hardness (just below a diamond) by 
means of a nitride bath at 500 degrees 
Centigrade. Scratches, which are in this 
instance no more than deposits from the 
other object, can usually be removed with a 
cloth and solvent. This matte, non-glare fin¬ 
ish is 99% salt-water corrosion resistant and 
meets or exceeds stainless steel specifica¬ 
tions. It’s also 80% more corrosion resistant 
than any hard-chrome finish. 

Milled into both the top and right side of 
the slide, the dock’s large ejection port 
enhances functional reliability. A large claw 
extractor, fitted to the slide at the rear of the 


ejection port on the right side, maintains its 
tension from a spring-loaded plunger, which 
together with the firing-pin assembly are 
held in place by a polymer backing plate. 
The cocking serrations on all Glock pistols 
are cut deeply and provide an excellent pur¬ 
chase when the slide is retracted. 

Both the Glock Models 29 and 30 are 
equipped with fixed polymer sights. A fully 
adjustable rear sight is available for an addi¬ 
tional $28. This white-outline, open-square- 
notch rear sight rides on an elliptical cam and 
will move up to its maximum elevation point 
and then back down as the adjustment screw 
is turned clockwise. There is a windage 
adjustment screw to the right of the elevation 
screw, both on the right side of the rear 
sight’s base. The white-dot front sight is also 
a polymer component. The sight radius is 
5.95 inches (151 mm). Fixed, self-luminous 
tritium sights are also available from Glock. 
They are priced at $90 for the Trijicon unit 
and $72 for those supplied by Meprolight. 

Glock’s hammer-forged barrels are inno¬ 
vative. Called “hexagonal” or “octagonal” 
(.45 ACP caliber only), the rifling lies 
somewhere between conventional land-and- 
groove and H&K’s “polygonal” bores. The 
rifling’s hexagonal or octagonal profile (in 
cross-section a series of six or eight small 
arcs connected by flat surfaces) provides a 
better gas seal, more consistent velocities. 


superior accuracy and ease of maintenance. 
Glock’s .45 ACP barrels have a right-hand 
twist of one turn in 15.75 inches (400 mm). 
Their 9mm Parabellum, .40 S&W and 
10mm Auto barrels feature a right-hand 
twist of one turn in 9.84 inches (250 mm). 
Never shoot cast lead bullets in any Glock 
pistol as they will leave an ever-growing 
lead smear on the hexagonal/octagonal 
rifling that could result in a potentially dan¬ 
gerous increase in pressure. 

Back To The Future 

The telescoping recoil-spring system 
was first employed by Glock on the Models 
26 and 27. This is not new technology, as 
telescoping recoil-spring systems were used 
more than a half-century ago in the German 
MP38/40 submachine gun and many times 
since in both pistols and self-loading mili¬ 
tary rifles (such as the Swiss StGw 57). This 
concept is most often encountered in com¬ 
pact handgun envelopes where a given 
amount of potential counter-recoil energy 
must be stored in a small space. The Glock’s 
telescoping recoil-spring assembly cannot 
be disassembled as the inner polymer guide 
rod, which is still hollow to serve as a cool¬ 
ing air pump, is capped at both ends. It thus 
retains not only the single-coil spring which 
rides on its outer surface but a larger-diam- 
eter guide rod made of sheet-metal tubing 


Glock Disassembly Procedures 


While somewhat different from the 
norm, there is nothing complex about the 
Glock’s disassembly procedures. First, 
remove the magazine and remove any 
round in the chamber. Then, and only then, 
pull the trigger. Wrap the four fingers of 
the right hand over the slide, from the right 
side with the thumb wrapped around the 
rear of the frame, and retract the slide 
about an 1/8-inch (any more than that and 
the trigger will move forward to prevent 
separation of the slide and frame). Pull the 
slide lock downward with the thumb and 
index finger of the left hand. While the 
slide lock is down, push the slide forward 
and off the frame. Push the guide rod for¬ 
ward and remove the telescoping recoil 
spring assembly. Push the barrel forward, 
lift up and pull it back out of the slide. No 
further disassembly is recommended. 

The additional reinforcing cross pin 
through the frame, directly in back of the 
locking block, which was introduced with 
the .40 S&W Glock Models-22 and 23 is 
present on both the Models 29 and 30 
also. It provides additional support for the 
locking block and prevents it from driving 
back and down to damage the polymer 
frame. Those qualified for detailed disas¬ 
sembly of the Glock series must remem¬ 
ber that this locking block pin must be 
removed first and re-installed before the 
slide-stop lever, as the slide-stop lever 
spring rests on this cross pin. 



The first step in separating the slide 
from the frame is to retract the slide 
about an 1/8-inch in the manner shown. 


Do not attempt to manipulate the trig¬ 
ger system after the slide has been 
removed or you may damage the inner 
trigger’s spring. Reassemble in the 
reverse order. To disassemble the maga¬ 
zine, merely squeeze the side walls at the 
base, and with a punch depress the projec¬ 
tion on the polymer follower-spring-back¬ 
ing-plate and slide off the floorplate. 

Glock pistols are treated at the factory 
with a copper-based, anti-seize lubricant. 
However, this is a break-in compound 
intended for a one-time application only. 
Subsequent to use, after cleaning and 
prior to re-assembly Glock pistols should 
be lubricated sparingly with conventional 
formulations only. I prefer G96 Gun 
Treatment and a thin film of gun grease on 
the slide channels. — P.G.K. 
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with an additional single-coil spring, also of 
greater diameter than the inner spring. 

dock magazines are of the single-posi¬ 
tion-feed, staggered-column, detachable box 
type. Model 29 and 30 magazines hold 10 
rounds. The Model 29 will accept all of the 
Model 20 10mm Auto magazines. All Model 
21 .45 ACP magazines can be used in the 
Model 30. However, you should check them 
for reliability with the ammunition you 
intend to employ. Furthermore, never use the 
portion of a magazine that extends well 
below the frame as a gripping surface as this 
can induce failures to feed, just as it will 
when a submachine magazine is gripped in 
this manner. 

dock magazine bodies, followers and 
floorplates are fabricated from polymer. 
The magazine bodies have steel liners and 
reinforcement plates with indicator holes 
starting with round No. 4 up to the capacity 
of the magazine. An optional nine-round .45 
ACP Model 30 magazine that fits flush 
against the bottom of the frame will soon be 
available. 

Both the dock Model 29 and Model 30 
are issued with two magazines, a polymer 
magazine loader and cleaning rod, rear sight 
adjustment tool and a nylon bristle bore 
brush. The polymer storage box has been 
designed for armory stacking and retention 
with a steel rod or chain. Suggested retail 
price is $658 for either the Model 29 or 
30 with polymer fixed sights. 

Spare magazines cost $25 each. 

Home On The 
Range 

There can be no ques¬ 
tion about any dock pistol’s 
level of reliability or durability 
The dock design has suc¬ 
cessfully passed rigorous 
mil spec tests throughout 
the world, involv¬ 
ing hundreds of 
thousands of 
rounds. 

SOF's test 
and evalua¬ 
tion of the 
Models 29 and 
30 did no more 
than confirm impres¬ 
sions already built from the 
tens of thousands of rounds I have person¬ 
ally fired through all of the previous mod¬ 
els of the dock series. There were no 
stoppages attributable to the pistols them¬ 
selves during the course of the more than 
1,000 rounds fired to date through each of 
our test specimens. 

The polymer frame’s inherent elasticity 
dampens felt recoil considerably and the 
telescoping recoil spring/guide rod system 
is also of some benefit in this regard. As 
the barrel’s axis on all dock pistols lies i 

close to the hand, the recoil momen- j| 
turn is perceived as an almost straight 
rearward thrust with much less muzzle 
climb than that of other pistols in these 


two calibers that approximate this envelope. 
Felt recoil of the 10mm Auto Model 29 is 
stout. The Model 30’s recoil impulse is no 
greater than most steel-framed .45s. 

Target re-acquisition times between 
shots are minimal, as the front sight barely 
leaves the point of aim if a strong Weaver 
hold is employed. Both the Models 29 and 
30 point instinctively and come on target 
with great speed. With their clean and con¬ 
stant trigger system, the hit probability is 
high. There is, of course, no hammer bite to 
distract the shooter. The accuracy potential 
is more than adequate for gunfighting. 
These are, after all, not target or plinking 
pistols. Most engagements with a handgun 
takes place at distances under 21 feet. 

All of the ammunition used in SOF s test 
and evaluation of the dock Models 29 and 
30 was provided by Black Hills Ammunition 
(Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 3090, Rapid City, SD 
57709; phone: 605-348-5150 — call for the 
location of your nearest dealer, if there is 
none, Black Hills will ship to 
you at retail). All of it was 
loaded using Homady’s 
superb XTP Jacketed Hollow 
Point (JHP) bullets. 

Not-So-New 10mm 

Two different bullet 


weights were tested in 10mm Auto: 155- 
grain and 180-grain JHPs, with muzzle 
velocities of 1,250 and 950 fps, respective¬ 
ly (considerably under the original Norma 
factory loading of 1,340 fps for their 170- 
grain JHP with a mean chamber pressure of 
37,000 psi). Although supposedly intro¬ 
duced in 1983 when Jeff Cooper and Tom 
Domaus mated this round to a copy of the 
Czech CZ75, called the Bren 10, there was 
really nothing new about caliber 10mm 
handguns. In 1901, a 10mm cartridge, 
called either the Hirst or Hohlegeschoss , of 
undetermined German or central European 
origin, was adapted to one of the early Roth 
pistols. Nothing much came of it. In 1911, 
Colt demonstrated throughout the Balkans a 
version of the Model 1910 pistol chambered 
for a 9.8mm round. It fizzled. In 1924, a 
Joplin, Missouri, gunsmith developed a 
handgun cartridge that he called, without 
modesty, the .40 Eimer Colt Special. It was 


Glock Model 30 
.45 ACP (top) and 
Model 29 10mm Auto 
(bottom), right-side 
view, (inset) Unique 
factory cutaway 
shows the Glock’s 
spring-loaded firing- 
pin safety blocking 
the striker’s forward 
movement. 
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made from .401 Winchester Self-Loading 
Rifle semi-rimmed cartridge cases cut back 
to a length of 1.25 inches. It remained a 
wildcat, and interest quickly waned. 

In 1972, a similar, but rimless, wildcat 
appeared. Called the .40 G&A, it was made 
from cut-down .30 Remington brass and 
featured the 180-grain Jacketed Soft Point 
(JSP) bullet developed for the .38-40 bottle¬ 
neck rifle/handgun cartridge (introduced in 
1874 as a black-powder round). Nobody but 
its promoters got enthusiastic until the 
almost identical round made its appearance 
in the Bren 10. After the Bren 10 fiasco, 
Norma, who loaded the ammunition, was 
left with a mountain of unused brass cases. 
They were temporarily bailed out by Colt 
with the introduction in 1987 of their short¬ 
lived Delta Elite. This was followed the 
next year by Springfield Armory’s Omega 
10mm Auto pistol. 

However, interest in the 10mm Auto 
round remained at a distinctly low level 
until the FBI decided they wanted to adopt 
an S&W pistol chambered for a “down¬ 
loaded” version of this round. Smith & 
Wesson failed to provide pistols that met the 
required FBI standards of reliability and the 
project died with S&W denying any culpa¬ 
bility. In the meantime, S&W decided that 
the down-loaded 10mm Auto’s performance 
could be duplicated in a shorter case that, 
with some minor design efforts, could be 
dropped into a 9mm Parabellum handgun’s 
envelope. Glock immediately commenced 
development of the Models 22 and 23 after 
Gaston Glock saw the .40 S&W cartridge at 
S&W’s booth during the 1989 Shot Show. 

While Glock’s Model 20 has remained a 
steady but unspectacular seller, the 10mm 
Auto cartridge has remained popular only 
with a small group of gun writers and their 
myrmidons who worship at the high-veloc¬ 
ity altar. The new Model 29 will certainly 
find its niche among those who believe that 
“speed kills.” It cost Glock no more than a 
10mm Auto barrel mandrel to add this 
model to their product line. 

Pistoleros' Pick 

I and most professional pistoleros in the 
United States, on the other hand, when given 
their druthers will, without exception, 
choose the venerable .45 ACP round. It’s 
really quite simple and we don’t need coun¬ 
terfeit “one-shot stop” data to demonstrate 
what is required to maximize a handgun’s 
limited potential with regard to wound bal¬ 
listics. 

Penetration is, without doubt, the most 
important single parameter. The bullet 
must penetrate deeply enough to crush, cut 
and break through the human body’s vital 
structures and organs. Most authorities in 
the field of wound ballistics believe the 
desired penetration range is at least 12 
inches up to 18 inches of soft tissue. Once 
we’ve obtained the required penetration 
(which all of Hornady’s XTP bullets are 
designed to do), the bullet that makes the 

Continued on page 68 


SLOCK MODEL 19 fflfD 30 SPECIFICATIONS 


Caliber: 

Operation: 

Feed mechanism; 

Barrel: 


Barrel length: 
Overall length: 


Height: 

Width: 

Weight: 


Sights: 


Metal finish: 


Manufacturer: 

Importer: 
T&E summary: 



Model 29 — 10mm Auto; Model 30 — .45 ACP. 

Short recoil, barrel locks with single lug into ejection port, semiauto¬ 
matic, hammerless, Safe Action double-trigger system with two addi¬ 
tional interna] automatic safeties. 

10-round, staggered-column, detachable box-type magazines with 
removable floorplate; polymer construction with steel liners, reinforcing 
plates and indicator holes. Optional 9-round magazine for Model 30. 
.45 ACP: octagonal rifling with a right-hand twist of one turn in 15.75 
inches (400mm); 

10mm Auto: hexagonal rifling with a right-hand twist of one turn in 9.84 
inches (250 mm). 

3.78 inches (96 mm). 

(the distance from the muzzle to the rear of the slide) 6.77 inches (172 
mm). 

(with sights and magazine in place) Model 29: 4.45 inches (113 mm) 

Model 30: 4.76 inches (121 mm). 

(at the grips) 1.27 inches (32.5 mm). 

(empty and without magazine) Model 29: 24.69 ounces (700 g) 

Model 30: 23.99 ounces (680 g) 
Magazines: less than 2.4 and 2.5 ounces, respectively. 

Fixed polymer front sight with white dot; fixed, open square-notch rear 
sight with two dots. Optional polymer adjustable rear sight and either 
Trijicon ($90) or Meprolight ($72) self-luminous tritium front and rear 
sights. Sight radius: 5.95 inches (151 mm). 

Tenifer process — non-glare matte; 99% salt water corrosion resistant; 
meets or exceeds stainless steel specifications. 

$658, complete with fixed sights, two magazines, magazine loader, 
cleaning rod, nylon bristle bore brush, and storage box; spare maga¬ 
zines at $25 each. 

Glock GmbH, Produkte aus Kunststoffe, Metallwaren und Holz, Dept. 
SOF, A2232 Deutsch-Wagram, Hausfeldstrasse 17, Austria. 

Glock Inc., 6000 Highlands Parkway, Dept. SOF, Smyrna, GA 30082; 
phone: 770-432-1202; fax: 770-437-4710. 

Long-awaited compact version of the Glock caliber .45 ACP Model 21. 
High-impact polymer frame and telescoping recoil-spring system 

_ reduce perceived recoil. Three safety systems eliminate 

the need for a manual thumb safety. Hammerless design 
eliminates need for hammer-drop lever. Highest possible 
level of reliability. Hit probability and accuracy potential 
also at high levels. Recommended without reservations of 
any kind for all military, law-enforcement and self-defense 
applications — especially deep concealment. 


METHOD OF OPERfiTlOH 

All models of the Glock pistols are short-recoil-oper¬ 
ated, with the barrel locked to the slide by a single lug, 
which recesses into the ejection port in the manner of the 

1 ' _ SIG-Sauer series. During the recoil stroke, the barrel 

moves rearward approximately 3 mm until the bullet leaves the barrel and pressures 
drop to a safe level. At this time the barrel drops downward, separating from the slide 
and terminating any further motion. The slide’s continued rearward movement and 
counter-recoil cycle are those of the Browning types. 

Hammerless and striker-fired, the Glock’s trigger and firing-pin mechanisms are inno¬ 
vative and mostly unique. There is no manually-operated safety or de-cocking lever. A 
so-called “Safe Action” trigger system, patterned after that encountered on the Sauer 
Behorden (“Authority”) Model 1930 caliber 7.65mm pocket pistol, constitutes the first 
failsafe. A wide, serrated outer trigger encompasses a small, spring-loaded inner trigger, 
both fabricated from polymer. The outer trigger cannot be actuated, such as by contact 
witfy a holster, unless the inner trigger is depressed first. Thus the trigger can be pulled 
only from the center, not the edges. 

A spring-loaded firing-pin safety in the slide blocks forward movement of the striker, 
and is raised and deactivated by a projection on the sheet-metal trigger bar as the trigger 
is pulled to its final rearward position. 

When the trigger is in the forward position, the firing pin’s spring remains lightly 
compressed. As the trigger is pulled 10 mm through its first stage (with a pull weight 
of approximately 2.2 pounds) its full compression is almost complete. Removal of the 
finger from the trigger at this time will return the firing pin spring to its partially com¬ 
pressed, “relaxed” and completely safe state. Continued pressure at this point will 1) 
draw the firing pin fully rearward and its spring into complete compression and then 2) 
draw the T-shaped end of the trigger bar to its final rearward position in the trigger 
housing’s stepped safety notch so that 3) it is free 

to drop downward away from both the “connec- _ Continued on page 68 
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AfVWldff World 


I was a story of triumph over 

li adversity, the story of a venera- 
_ ble civil rights organization end¬ 
ing its annual meeting with a renewed sense 
of unity, as reported by the Associated Press 


Second-Amendment 


by 

James L. Pate 





Pierre ■ 






NRA Executive Vice President Wayne 
LaPierre, and NRA President Marion 
Hammer, at podium, listen as members 
debate during Board of Director s meeting in 
Arlington, Va,, on Sunday, 9 February 1997. 


in February. The non-profit advocacy orga¬ 
nization had emerged rededicated to its 
sacred mission after years of sometimes 
vicious internal political warfare. 

The egos and personal agendas of vari¬ 
ous leaders had, for a while, overshadowed 
any sense of the association’s mission or 
direction, according to the news report. The 
bickering and back-stabbing “included 
infighting over which faction should run the 
organization and how to shift blame to 
opponents for financial disasters.” 

The AP’s explanation describes well the 
long-simmering turmoil inside the National 
Rifle Association of America. It was accu¬ 
rate in every respect to the NR A. Almost. 
But it wasn’t about the NRA. And, there 
was a key difference: The annual meeting of 
the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People had a 
happy ending. 

While the NAACP is poised to enter a 
new millennium with a unified sense of pur¬ 
pose and direction, another old champion of 
individual liberty — the NRA — may 
instead become irrelevant in the public pol¬ 
icy debate or, as some critics of NRA’s cur¬ 
rent financial management claim, maybe 
even extinct. 

In contrast to the harmonious tone of the 
NAACP’s annual meeting in February, the 
NRA’s quarterly board of directors meeting 
a week earlier was a nasty, bitterly fought 
coup attempt and powergrab that closely 
divided the 69 board members attending 
(seven were absent). 

NRA President Marion Hammer cau¬ 
tioned members in her opening report to 
avoid “the malicious trashing of fellow 
board members” and instead urged them 
to “take the high moral ground and fight 
the enemies of the Second Amendment 
and the Bill of Rights — not each other.” 
It was not to be. 

“This was just like a little family argu- 


_ 
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ment,” board member John Milius, a suc¬ 
cessful and respected filmmaker, told 
Soldier Of Fortune , after a peacemaking 
effort by he and another prominent board 
member, Senator Larry Craif of Idaho, failed 
to negotiate a settlement. “Only this time, it 
was almost like this was a Mafia family.” 

According to several longtime board 
members, it was the longest and ugliest 
NRA board meeting in memory, at times 
paralyzed by parliamentary gridlock. 
Advocates of dumping Executive Vice 
President Wayne LaPierre succeeded in 
changing the agenda, but failed in their 
attempt to make major by-law changes that 
would have given them enough votes to fire 
LaPierre on the spot. The final board ses¬ 
sion lasted until 0400 hours. It was Sara 
Brady’s fondest dream-come-true. 


' 

i 
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FRATRICIDE 


Inside NRA Infighting 


“This is the worst board meeting I’ve 
ever attended,” said Anchorage lawyer 
Wayne Anthony Ross, well into his second 
decade on the board and also a vocal critic 
of NRA’s management. “I think it’s 
deplorable that this group should attempt to 
stage a coup when we have so many more 
serious problems.” 

Other board members disagree, saying no 
danger the NRA faces is as serious as its fis¬ 
cal health. That debate rages around whether 
LaPierre, also NRA’s chief executive officer, 
has provided sound financial management, 
and whether he has too much discretionary 
power over how money is spent. 

“There are strong passions for and 
against the chief executive officer,” said 
board member Roy Innis, who also heads 
the Congress On Racial Equality and is in 
the NAACP. “That is not unusual in an 
organization this size.” 

National Rancorous 
Association? 

What is unusual is how those strong pas¬ 
sions among board members at times turned 
mean-spirited and bitterly personal. Some 
are stalwart defenders of LaPierre’s tenure. 
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Others who share the financial concerns of LaPierre’s critics, such 
as Wayne Ross, believe he is being treated unfairly, suspicious that 
the efforts of hardliners to dump LaPierre, such as by Neal Knox, 
are motivated by hidden agendas or personal ambition for power. 

Even LaPierre’s most vocal critics are divided. The hardliners, 
who revolve around Knox, the NRA’s first vice president, want him 
removed, no matter what. Others say LaPierre is a valuable NRA 
asset who should remain as its most visible and persuasive 
spokesman, but that he should turn over the financial responsibili¬ 
ties to a better-qualified and lower-profile executive. 

Among the latter group is Richard Carone, a corporate exec¬ 
utive in the oil and gas business in California who once 
did risk analysis as head of technical services for 
Chase Manhattan Bank’s energy portfolio. Until his 
resignation from the NRA board immediately after 
the February meeting, Carone chaired its finance 
committee. 

Two of the last three chairmen of that com¬ 
mittee resigned abruptly from the NRA board. 

The other to quit. Max W. Goodwin, the former 
executive vice president of Coors Brewing Co., 
was no babe in the financial woods. In a 20 January 
1994 letter distributed to board members, Goodwin 
warned that the finance committee has “been set up for 
failure. We can approve the budget, but we have no control 
over management when the budget is grossly exceeded. 

“Commitments are being made for large sums of money and for 
multiple years without the approval or even the knowledge of the 
board or the finance committee,” Goodwin wrote. “The disintegra¬ 
tion of the assets of the NRA under current spending policies have 
eroded our future viability... Wayne is arguably the best lobbyist... 
but promoting him to this job was like taking your top toolmaker 
and making him shop supervisor.” 

No one has accused LaPierre of dishonesty, though. 

“Wayne’s motives have been pure,” Carone told SOF. “There is 
nothing to indicate he benefited personally. But we gave the keys to 
the treasury to a lobbyist. There’s no one better at lobbying when it 
comes to Wayne. But serious business and financial mistakes have 
been made. Almost $1 billion has gone through the NRA in seven 
years. There aren’t adequate controls over business vendors. The 
NRA is financially sick.” 

Carone, whose name was already printed on the ballot for re- 
election now being circulated to voting members, said he 
resigned “over my differences with [NRA President] Marion 
Hammer and her leadership. I’m not going to return ... as long as 
Marion is president.” 

Beseiged From Within And Without 

The ugly tone of February’s feuding is but a prelude to the 
upcoming annual NRA members’ meeting in Seattle the first week¬ 
end in May. The emotionally charged division comes at a time when 
gun-control advocates, encouraged by victories in President 
Clinton’s first term, are preparing to push a new round of even more 
restrictive gun laws. 

If that’s not bad enough, the NRA has been undergoing an 
Internal Revenue Service audit, one of about a dozen conservative 
public policy groups to come under IRS scrutiny since 1994, when 
President Clinton specifically attributed the Republican takeover 
of Congress to the NRA. The IRS audit is costing the NRA $ 1 mil¬ 
lion a year, and the IRS has demanded the NRA turn over its con¬ 
fidential membership list. The NRA refused and the matter may 
end up in court. 

While the NRA is not the only Second Amendment champion in 
the bitter battle to disarm law-abiding citizens, it is the biggest, with 
2.8 million members (more than 1 million are voting members). If 
ever it was vital for voting members to pay attention and, if possi¬ 
ble, attend the annual meeting, it is now. By all indications, the 
shootout in Seattle promises to be the most momentous NRA board 
meeting ever, with the potential to make or break the association for 
a long time to come. 

The battle is not just over money, it’s over the heart and soul of 
the NRA; whether the crusade to save the Second Amendment 


maintains intellectual integrity and a tone of reason in the 21st cen¬ 
tury, or is lost to arguments sometimes as shrill, selfish, and devoid 
of logic as those who seek the absolute abolition of private gun 
ownership. 

LaPierre, a 19-year NRA employee who rose through the ranks, 
took over as executive vice president, or EVP, in May 1991, another 
time when internal problems were reaching a critical juncture. As the 
new EVP, LaPierre inherited a $10.8 million deficit budget that 
included $3 million a year to a New York ad agency. Membership 
and donations were down. 

“That’s when we had the semiauto threat going on, we had 
the waiting period threat going on,” LaPierre told SOF. 
“This is a time when we’re usually gaining mem¬ 
bers, and the NRA was paying this ad agency $3 
million a year to lose a half-million members. 
“At the same time, the NRA had put no money 
into its headquarters building since 1958. It 
had bought a $6 million computer system that 
didn’t work.” 

LaPierre said he chose to dip into the NRA’s 
$80 million in cash to reinvigorate the associa¬ 
tion. The NRA’s operating costs dipped further into 
red ink — a $15.6 million cash deficit — during 
LaPierre’s first full year as EVP. But $15 million of that 
was approved by the board, he said, such as a $5 million 
NRA campaign to oust NBC President Mike Gartner, who called for 
abolishing the Second Amendment. 

The next year, 1993, NRA operated on a $13 milli on cash 
deficit, LaPierre said, and it acquired NRA’s new $32 million head¬ 
quarters building. 

Around The Comer... And Uphill? 

That’s when NRA’s financial picture brightened, LaPierre said. 
In 1994, it showed an operating cash surplus of $5.5 million. It rose 
another $2.6 million in the black, to a $5.9 million surplus, in 1995, 
and showed a $9.1 million cash surplus for 1996, he said. 

Neal Knox, LaPierre’s most ardent opponent, challenged the fig¬ 
ure for 1996, saying a budget deficit was avoided only because the 
NRA sold membership upgrades at discounted rates, suggesting that 
the discounts were unfair to members who’d paid more earlier for 
the same upgrades. 

Knox claims the NRA lost $70 million in assets under LaPierre’s 
watch, and said LaPierre has repeatedly dipped into NRA’s stock 
portfolio to pay bills. 

LaPierre challenged Knox’s figure as being inaccurate. Instead, 
he said, the audited financial statements show an increase in total 
assets of $33.3 million for the years 1991-95. As for the stock port¬ 
folio, LaPierre said Knox is using that as a red herring. 

“What Knox doesn’t tell people is that NRA finance committee 
has always spent the stock gain to help fund the budget year,” 
LaPierre told SOF . “It’s been approved by the finance committee at 
the beginning of every single year. He conveniently neglects to 
mention that. 

“The craziest thing about all this is that we have a good story to 
tell, in terms of turning around an organization which should have 
collapsed,” LaPierre continued. “We’re in a good financial position, 
plus we’ve got our payables down to the lowest point they’re been 
in five years. We’ve got about $4 million in payables. They were, at 
one point, about $15 million or more. 

NRA President Hammer, who said she feels she is also being tar¬ 
geted for ouster by Knox, agreed with LaPierre, noting that “for the 
third straight year, we’ve been operating on a balanced budget. And 
that’s after buying a new building, installing a new communications 
system and reorganizing our management structure. The NRA is in 
a great position to continue our fight for the Second Amendment 
into the next century.” 

Knox, a well-known gun writer and longtime Second 
Amendment activist, denied to SOF reports that he wants to also 
dump Hammer and Tanya Metaksa, director of NRA’s Institute for 
Legislative Action, the association’s lobbying arm. 

“That’s nonsense,” Knox said. “It’s just Wayne” LaPierre that 
Knox wants fired. “Contrary to all reports, Neal doesn’t control 
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NRA Executive Vice President Wayne LaPierre, left, meets privately with SOF publisher 
Robert K. Brown to explain his side of the dispute over NRA finances and management. 


this board. If I did ... this would have been 
a walk.” 

One headline opposite The Washington 
Post’s editorial page described Knox as “the 
Real Power at the NRA.” A front-page head¬ 
line in The Wall Street Journal said “...Neal 
Knox Gains Control Over NRA...” 

Even if Knox won’t say he controls the 
board, he likes to think he does, say many 
board members, many of whom support his 
end, if not his means, of ousting LaPierre. But 
a few at the February meeting questioned 
whether Knox was a player, or merely being 
played. One longtime NRA staffer said 
Knox’s motives are honest, that he “means 
well, but is easily manipulated.” 

For his part, Knox acknowledges that 
“I’ve tried to get people on the board who 
are in general concert with what I’ve wanted 
to do, but I think any reasonable person 
would do that.” 

While some question whether Knox con¬ 
trols enough votes to actually get what he 
wants, there is no argument that he exerts great influence. Still, 
some say that influence is waning, not growing. 

Board member Sue King, a Texan who sits on the finance com¬ 
mittee and is revered for her unvarnished opinions, is typical of 
many who were recruited by Knox for board membership, but who 
have since broken ranks with him. 

“I was interviewed by some of his people to see if I was suit¬ 
able,” King told SOF . “You’re told that you better vote with the peo¬ 
ple who brung you to the dance. They tried that with me. I told them 
I wouldn’t follow anyone blindly, that I calls ’em like I sees ’em.” 

The breaking point with Knox came at the last meeting of the 
NRA’s executive committee, she said, because “what was presented 
was not a business report, but a simple character assassination ... 
The financial problems are being used by these people as a witch 
hunt to bash Wayne LaPierre, when the truth is that these man¬ 
agement problems are the result of practices that have existed at 
the NRA years before Wayne ever took his present job. It is a fact, 
we do need to bring our management practices into the 20th cen¬ 
tury, at least. 

Divisive Vs. Decisive 

“I told them how divisive and destructive this was, and begged 
them to stop it,” she said. “We can’t allow the ends to justify the 
means. It’s not in the best interests of the association. I told them that 
such an approach tainted their credibility and 
tainted any conclusions they drew. Their 
methodology has tainted their results.” 

A subplot to Knox’s sometimes 
Machiavellian efforts to dump LaPierre sug¬ 
gests that he is motivated by a desire to have 
the $190,000-a-year job himself. During the 
Saturday morning session on 8 February, 

Knox stated unequivocally that he was not 
running for executive vice president. 

. King immediately objected, saying she 
had personally heard Knox say he wanted 
Wayne LaPierre’s job. In a later interview, 
she described Knox as “a man who’s always 
wanted to be EVP. I’ve looked him eyeball 
to eyeball and asked him and he’s told me he 
wants the job.” 

“I haven’t lusted for that job,” Knox f 
said, denying emphatically that he was try¬ 
ing to take LaPierre’s job for himself. “It’s 
an exceedingly difficult job ... at the 
February meeting ... I think we’ve had the 
votes ...” 

Knox demurred when asked point blank 
if he’s seeking election as EVP at the annual 


meeting in Seattle in May, when all the executive officers, includ¬ 
ing Knox, Hammer, LaPierre and second vice president Albert Ross 
can be turned out by a simple majority vote. 

“That issue hasn’t been decided,” Knox said coyly. “The num¬ 
ber-one qualification for EVP is the ability to have the confidence 
of the membership. I have that, I believe,” although he finished near 
the bottom in a long slate of candidates in the last board election. 

Some of Knox’s most stalwart lieutenants in trying to oust 
LaPierre are emphatic when asked if they’d support Knox for EVP. 

“I’m not supporting Knox for EVP,” said Ronin Colman, a 
member of the finance committee who, with committee chairman 
Carone, conducted a management review that damns LaPierre’s 
business performance. ‘This is not the Neal Knox Show. It’s busi¬ 
ness, trying to get the NRA on a sound business fooling. Neal Knox 
is not going to be EVP. He doesn’t have the votes. 

“Wayne LaPierre is a good spokesman, but a bad businessman,” 
said Colman, who runs a company that sells ballistic timers. 
“Wayne LaPierre is a good man. He’s not the enemy. He is a cor¬ 
porate asset. We shouldn’t just throw him away. It would be a waste. 
But having Wayne LaPierre as EVP of the NRA is like having 
Michael Jackson as the CEO of Pepsi.” 

On the other hand, board member T.J. Johnston of California, a 
retired production manager for ABC television who endorses the 
idea of a standing militia, broke briefly with the Knox camp at the 
February meeting, but thinks he might make 
a good EVP. 

“This was not a power grab,” Johnston 
said. “I honestly believe Wayne is spending 
the NRA into bankruptcy. He’s been using 
the portfolio like a checkbook. And Neal has 
a valid point. We’re gambling with the 
future of the NRA. Neal doesn’t care who 
runs the NRA. But I think Neal would be a 
good leader...” 

Hard Knox 

One cannot appreciate the high drama 
of the battle between Knox and LaPierre 
without understanding Knox’s long history 
with the association. He has twice been 
toppled from high places, each time his 
career arising from the ashes to ascend 
once again to lofty heights. 

Knox’s first big moment in the NRA 
limelight came in 1977, at the annual NRA 
board meeting in Cincinnati, widely regard¬ 
ed as the most crucial in its history, but one 
which could easily be overshadowed by 
events in Seattle in May. 



Neal Knox breaks for coffee during bitter 
and protracted floor debate that grid- 
locked the NRA board meeting and 
delighted such 2nd Amendment foes as 
Sarah Brady. 
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(c) Any officer may be suspended or removed by the Board of Directors, by a majority vote of the 
members of the Board of Directors present at any regular or special meeting of the Board of Directors. 
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NRA Board Member Howard Fezell sent LaPierre this 2x4 
inscribed with a portion of the by laws to make a point, but said 
it was not meant as a threat. 


In those days, the NRA power structure was every bit as monolith¬ 
ic as in the old Soviet Union. The nominating committee controlled 
absolutely who ran for board slots, and if a board member displayed too 
much independence from the old guard, he simply was not renominat¬ 
ed. Voting NRA members would receive ballots with a list of names 
equal to the number of board vacancies. Like “voting” in the old Soviet 
Union, there was no real choice. Some reformers, such as Harlon 
Carter, even referred to the executive leadership as the “troika.” 

The old leadership had endorsed a consultant’s report, known as 
the ORAM report, which advised that the gun issue was not 
respectable and urged that the NRA reposition itself strictly as a 
conservation and hunting organization that would not take public 
positions on gun control. The board had plans to do just that, to the 
point of moving its headquarters to Colorado Springs. 

The policy shift outraged rank-and-file membership who 
wanted to stay in the gun control debate, but because of the 
Draconian power of the board, had been powerless to change the 
board’s action. But David Kaplan, a nuclear physicist and attor¬ 
ney from New Jersey who is now a board member, devised a plan 
by which members successfully dumped the president, EVP and 
two vice presidents. 

During the floor vote in Cincinnati at which this NRA coup 
occurred, it was Neal Knox who jumped to the stage, grabbed the 
microphone and took the spotlight. 

“It was like Boris Yeltsin standing on the Soviet tanks in 
Moscow,” said one witness, a longtime NRA activist, who asked 
not to be named. “Neal was seen as a hero. But now this ugly effort 
to dump Wayne and change these by-laws for short-term political 
gain is the same as if the guy who threw off the yoke of the Soviet 
system wanted to reinstall it just for the sake of power.” 

Knox’s star began to rise in the NRA. A year after the coup in 
Cincinnati, he was appointed to head ILA. But four years later, in 
1982, Knox was fired from the job because of “a personalized and 
centralized management style” that made him ineffective. 

Undaunted, Knox got himself elected to the board of directors. 
That resurrection, too, was short-lived. In January 1984, Knox was 
expelled from the board as “a source of discord and disunity,” then- 


New $32 million NRA headquarters in Arlington, Va., illustrates 
one of many heavy expenditures from NRA coffers over last 
several years. LaPierre’s supporters note most such obliga¬ 
tions were inherited by LaPierre; his detractors note that near¬ 
ly a billion dollars has gone through the NRA during his tenure, 
question how much has been received in return. 
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EVP Harlon Carter said. While ILA had indicated its willingness to 
compromise on some measures of the Volkmer-McClure firearms 
bill, Knox opposed compromise and undertook his own lobbying 
effort on Capitol Hill. His involvement caused confusion among 
senators about what the NRA’s desires were, delaying action. 

Carter wrote at the time, in 1984, when Knox was sacked from 
the board, that “it is unforgivable that any NRA director should take 
differences of NRA family opinion to the public press and make his 
fight there, marked by personal vilification, vituperation and 
alleged infidelities to the cause.” 

The same could be said of Knox’s conduct in the recent furor 
over LaPierre and his financial management, Sue King said. Knox 
counters that it was LaPierre, not he, who first aired their differences 
in the press. 

New Rules For A New Regime? 

The most contentious by-law change sought at the most recent 
board meeting in February would have changed the number of votes 
required to dump LaPierre from three-fourths to a simple majority. 
It fell six votes short of passage. It will come up again in Seattle, 
supporters say, along with other changes. 

But the zeal to win for Knox has resulted in “a lack of maturity” 
by some of his followers, said board member T.J. Johnston, who 
supports Knox. Sue King, who opposes Knox, also described the 
conduct of some board members as being like “junior high school 
student body politics.” 

Probably the best example of this was that of board member 
Howard Fezell, a Maryland attorney who paid $77.20 to the 
Frederick Sign & Banner Co. to laminate a 4-foot-long 2x4 board 
and print on it an NRA by-law subsection that said, in part, that “any 
officer may be suspended or removed by the Board of Directors by 
a majority vote...” 

The board was an “attachment” to a personal letter Fezell sent 
by courier (another 40 bucks) to Wayne LaPierre. It was picked up 
at 1020 hours on 10 January and delivered at 1148 to LaPierre’s 
office at NRA headquarters in Fairfax, Virginia. In the letter, 
Fezell reminded LaPierre that he was a “close personal friend” 
and cautioned LaPierre to “think ahead six months” to what it 
would be like to not have a job if he did not “step down graceful¬ 
ly.” Fezell said he did not intend for LaPierre to perceive the let¬ 
ter and the 4-foot-long 2x4 board as a threat. 

Another erstwhile Knox supporter who was uncomfortable with 
the conduct of some of his allies was Jim Church, a Detroit auto 
worker. He said he was upbraided for speaking in support of Marion 
Hammer, whom he thought was treated discourteously. 

“I’m standing at the front mike so that all of you standing behind 
me can see the dried blood on the back of my pant legs,” said 
Church, implying he’d been stabbed in the back by his own people. 
“I was visited by two board members, one of whom we fondly call 
‘The Enforcer,’ and admonished like a child for having paid the chair 
[President Marion Hammer] a simple courtesy. It was not my inten¬ 
tion to say that I approved of every single thing the chair did yester¬ 
day. I disapproved of a fair number. But she is the chair ... and we 
owe her our courtesy.” 

Whether courtesy prevails in May, or it turns out to be the Battle 
in Seattle, remains to be seen. Better yet, sources say, would be to 
restart the negotiations that failed at the February meeting. The out¬ 
come is crucial to the survival of private gun ownership in the 
United States — whether the Second Amendment is gutted, and 
whether the NRA remains a viable option in its defense. What will 
emerge from Seattle? Will the association survive as the National 
Rifle Association? Or become Neal’s Rifle Association ? Or just 
become Not Relevant Anymore? 

James L. Pate is SOFls National Affairs Editor. ^ 
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Command Guidance 


Continued from page 4 


was all for democracy. How about now? 

Neal Knox and democracy? Men and 
women tapped for service on the NRA 
Board or other bodies are asked to take a 
loyalty oath . One potential appointee asked, 
“An oath? To the United States? To the prin¬ 
ciples of the NRA? To what?” He was told, 
“to Neal Knox.” 

Neal Knox and democracy? The shadow 
of this personality cult has been extended 
over the staff, all of whom have an interest 
in the good health of the association. Many 
staffers are Life Members or Endowment 
Members. They have been told — under 
threat of firing — to lie or dissemble to 
inquiring NRA members about corporate 
matters that could concern them: 

“The members are going to be asking 
you questions that you shouldn’t have to 
answer, and probably shouldn’t answer 
(plead ignorance: ‘I’m so busy doing NRA’s 
work that I don’t know what’s going 
on...’)” In other words, lie. 

“Keep your heads down, my friends... 
NRA will survive; be sure that you do...” 

Those are the words of Neal Knox, in an 
e-mail to all the staff at NRA. And the staff 
is ripping mad. 

Neal Knox and democracy? An adver¬ 
tisement in the current issue of the 
American Rifleman taken by a group 
chaired by Neal Knox, declares, “The NRA 
Board of Directors Nominating Committee 
has nominated the following official slate 
for election to the NRA Board” (original 
emphasis). The ad urges that members vote 
for only the 26 names on the “ official slate .” 

This might lead a voting member to 
believe that those names nominated by 
members through the open petition process 
are somehow not “official” — not worthy 
of their consideration. It’s almost as bad as 
the pre-Cincinnati process. 

Neal Knox and democracy? At its 
February Board meeting, the Knox group 
attempted to enact bylaw changes that 
would concentrate more power in the hands 
of a fewer Board members — their hands. 

The revolution has come full circle. 

Usurping Control By 
Manipulation And leverage 

. When the Knox-controlled Nominating 
Committee meets to consider all applicants 
and determine who the committee will 
endorse, Knox gives his supporters a list of 
whom to endorse. During the most recent 
committee meeting, their deliberations 
only took half a day; individual folders 
containing information on “non- 
approved” applicants were not even 
opened. I heard one member of the com¬ 
mittee even observe that candidates nomi¬ 
nated by petition should be ignored, 
because “that’s not the regular way.” 

No better example of Knox’s 
Machiavellian scheming can be found than 


his attempt to thwart Tom Washington, 
long-time Board member and president of 
the incredibly successful Michigan United 
Conservation Clubs, from retaining the 
office of NRA President at the 1994 NRA 
Board elections in Minneapolis, Minnesota. 
When I arrived In Minneapolis, unsubstan¬ 
tiated allegations concerning why Tom 
Washington was unfit to represent the NRA 
were running rampant. 

I cornered Knox and asked him to detail 
precisely why he opposed Washington 
becoming President. He listed any number 
of reasons and ended his response by say¬ 
ing, “And you know, Tom was elected by 
the old party and they’re not in power any¬ 
more.” I told Knox that if he persisted in 
pursuing a campaign of unsubstantiated 
allegations to bring down Tom, “I will fight 
you on the Board floor and, if necessary, in 
the pages of SOF” 

| DO HOT uon FOB THE nttlOWIlllC; | 


Neal Knox, Richard Carone, 
Weldon Clark, Howard Fezell, 
Fred Griisser, J.O.IVlcFalls, 
Joseph Olson, Albert Ross or 
Michael Slavonic. 


When the issue arose, there was a heated 
floor fight, with the Knox-controlled 
Nominating Committee opposing Wash¬ 
ington and a group of us supporting him. 
When the issue went to a secret ballot, Knox 
was defeated roughly 41 to 30. A significant 
number of his nominal supports, when they 
heard both sides of the issue regarding Tom, 
voted for Tom against Neal’s wishes. They 
could do so because this was a secret ballot, 
and, therefore, they did not run the risk of 
incurring his wrath. 

Later, I spoke with directors who attend¬ 
ed Knox’s customary “secret meeting” the 
night before the elections. Knox had at 
some length gone through the list of allega¬ 
tions against Tom. According to my 
sources, two individuals objected to his tac¬ 
tics. One said, “...you’d never go to print 
with a story that sounds as much as bullshit 
as this one because you’d get sued ... and 
I’m not prepared to destroy a man’s career 
and his life’s work on the basis of what 
amounts to heresay.” A second Director 
agreed, at which point Knox said, “Yes, we 
shouldn’t be talking about this here.” Keep 
in mind, he and his closest associates were 
the ones promulgating these spurious alle¬ 
gations right up to the election. 

These days, Neal Knox has a different 
agenda: He is in a blatant power play, a 
“coup,” if you will, to take the reins of the 
NRA’s leadership. His misguided cam¬ 
paign rests on the repeated, though false, 
notion that NRA is “insolvent” and facing 
“bankruptcy.” 

Let me expose one of Knox’s rallying 
cries, that the NRA management willy-nilly 
spent down its portfolio by $70 or $85 mil¬ 


lion (like everything else coming from the 
Knox camp, the number varies depending on 
who you’re talking to or the company line on 
that particular day). In truth, according to 
NRA’s audited financial statements, the port¬ 
folio was at $80.6 million in 1991, at $49.6 
million at the end of 1996, and it is projected 
to stand at $51.9 million at the end of 1997. 
In truth, the NRA Board of Directors spends 
the funds: It is not left to the sole discretion 
of the Executive Vice President or any other 
Officer. Budgets that embodied withdrawals 
and resulting expenditures made from the 
NRA’s portfolio were approved by the NRA 
Board of Directors and its elected officers — 
president, first and second Vice Presidents. 

Funds were allocated at crucial junctures 
in meeting NRA’s goal of revitalizing the 
Association: by supporting the NRA 
Institute for Legislative Action in legislative 
and political battles, providing NRA with 
long-overdue new facilities and systems, 
and rebuilding its membership and broad- 
based programs. In effect, these accumulat¬ 
ed funds were used as intended: to support 
growth opportunities and respond to Second 
Amendment challenges. All expenditures 
were not only needed, but fully approved, 
even by those BOD members who now find 
it convenient to criticize these actions. In 
fact, Neal Knox himself chaired the sub¬ 
committee of the Board of Directors that 
scouted out and recommended purchase of 
NRA’s new $32 million facility. 

The irony in all of this, and one that 
could affect us all, is that the NRA is faced 
with fighting a tyranny from the federal 
government, marked by an erosion of our 
national democracy. And it can’t fight gov¬ 
ernment tyranny, when it is itself governed 
by those who would denigrate democracy 
within its ranks. 

Parliamentary machinations, intrigue, 
innuendo, veiled threats ... Are these the 
tools of a selfless and effective leader, or of 
a power-hungry schemer? 

A track record of incidents typified by 
the above have proven to my satisfaction 
that Neal Knox is a power-hungry man who 
is likely to stop at nothing in his ruthless 
campaign to seize total control of our NRA. 
Worse yet, his power-grab is an affront to 
the principle of diversity of viewpoint that 
is intended to make the Board of Directors 
an effective oversight body. Under Knox, 
the Board would be no more than a rubber 
stamp for his extremist rhetoric and poli¬ 
cies, and a weapon against those with the 
temerity to oppose him. 

Is this the type of individual we want 
running the NRA? I don’t think so. 

To save the NRA today and keep the 
Second Amendment freedoms in our future, 
voting members must join together and 
dump Knox and his key supporters. 

In voting for candidates for the NRA’s 
Board of Directors, do not vote for the fol¬ 
lowing: Neal Knox, Richard Carone, 
Weldon Clark, Howard Fezell, Fred 
Griisser, J.O. McFalls, Joseph Olson, Albert 
Ross or Michael Slavonic. 

Your vote is critical: Make it count . ^ 
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Amazon 


To Anarchy 


Roadblock 

Text & Photos By JoMarie Fecci 


7 u remote corner of Colombia, along her border with Peru, a 
W + T labyrinth of rivers flows through the Amazon basin, where 
Jungle Infantry patrols scour the dense growth for guerrillas and narco- 
traffickers. In June 1987, the second most important operation against 
the cocaine cartels’ production facilities occurred deep in the jungle in 
the Department ()f : Putumayo, when government forces uncovered 500 
square kilometers ofcoca plantations and more than 50 clandestine lab¬ 
oratories. The impenetrable Amazonian jungle continues to provide 
cover for narco-trafficker’s operations and the guerrillas protecting 
tliem: It is here that the Colombian army ,is trying to break the unholy 
alj;iMic0! between the twb that facilitates the anarchic violence plaguing 
thj$ picturesque* beleaguered country, and spreads misery worldwide. 

AS the blue-eyed soldier with the do-rag tossed a bandoleer over his 
shoulder, crisscrc^fe^With ‘Utiimo, his buddy futilely swatted 
at the ever-presentCarefully checking his equipment, each 


Colombian Special Forces Commando with Galif 
sniper rifle breaks through the smoke on training 
exercise, (left) Lancero trainees negotiate trench 
under barbed wire and watchful eye of instructor His 
stick is for disentanglement — and encouragement— 
of trainees. 
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a confrontation — but the soldier know better than to get too com 
fortable. Relaxed security is just whutthe guerrillas are looking for 
when they select a target for ambush, On the streets of La Tagua, 
the patrol moves freely. Resident sitting & the cool shade of their 
doorways shout familiar greedrtg^. to tKe soldiers, and barefooted 
children follow along on bicycle^ unafraid of the men with guns in 
camouflage uniforms. The 49tli is in friendly territory. “Here 
around La Tagua 1 and Fort Amazonas, theamiy and the people have 
formed a very interdependent relationship and in this area the pern 
pie support the army. Local people with boats provide.river trans¬ 
port for the .sgidjers. Local people work in the fort and the army 
gives them fbodandother supplies, but just down the river there are 
areas that the giiemlias control completely; When the army comes 
there; no one will talk to. them of eyen seih:lhem food, In these 
places, the guerrillas have succeeded in convincing the people that 
the aftny is their enemy,” Captain Jorge Vera tojd^i r l®he 49th is 
the only tmit actually permanently based id the hot, hiirnkt Amazon. 
From La Tagua, there are no more roads — the oneway to move 
is on foot through the jungle, or by boat up the Rio Caiqjueta, anoft- 
unnaivigable tributary of the Amazon. It is an isolated place, where 
heavy trbpical foliage is ideal concealment for guernia. armies and 
clandestine drug labs. 

Drawn Into The War On Drugs 



Colombian SpecOps troops are not only well trained, but well 
equipped for their mission. Troopers demonstrate six-round South 
African MGL 40mm grenade launcher, and (inset) M249 SAW. 




Proper jungle training includes a little mud; Jungle Infantry 
Battalion novitiates train as they wdl light, by taking their 
spit-shines on a low crawl through the muck, (right) Trainees 
with eclectic assortment of weapons load Huey mock-up. 
From left to right are fllfe IM16A2, Galil sniper rifle, M16A2 
and MGL grenade launcher. 


The army has only reluctantly been drawn into the counter-nar¬ 
cotics effort, having a preference for leaving that mission to the 
police. But with ther coca plantations and jungle labs often located 
in guerrilla-controlled areas, the traffickers and guerrillas have fall¬ 
en into an alliance of convenience. Titus, it is hot uncommon for 
army operations against the guerrillas to uncover the traffickers’ 
operations, and army forces end up engaging guerrillas who are 
protecting the lab sites, “The guerrillas are actually gaining in 
strength with the income froiti d&ie traffickers, the ‘tales’ they 
charge to the peasants who grow the coca, and the money they 
extort from those who traffic in drugs,” said Vera. The guerrillas 
also benefit indirectly from the integration of local campestnos into 
the drug trade on the lowest levels. When peasants earn their liveli¬ 
hood growing coca, government-sponsored eradication programs 
have the undesirable effect of turning these alienated fanners into 
enthusiastic guerrilla supporters. government is far from 

these people. They make no effort |p|§ibh out to these people, but 
the guerrillas afe ^ their talk of communist ideals, and they 

convince the peasants to help them. Besides, in guerrilla-controlled 
areas, people must cooperate with them Jeffrey will be killed,” Vera 
enutinaed Ctitttngfhe ties between the people and the guerrillas is 
asksw and many levels, including 

stopping- the. pedplc front moving equipment and supplies into the 
Red^ie. $blchers Mm the-49th, posted along the river* stop the 


peasant’s small boats to search the cargo for contraband. Such oper¬ 
ations are intended to hamper the work of the traffickers as well as 
the guerrillas. As a yellow and blue motorized canoe whirred up the 
river carrying sacks of produce, it killed its motor and turned to 
approach the bank of the Caqueta at La Tagua. An erect, proud man 
with clear traces of Indian blood stood on the narrow bow, guiding 
his fragile boat across a river alive with piranhas. 

On the bank, three soldiers from the 49th waited. As the over¬ 
laden canoe slowly docked between two others, the soldiers board¬ 
ed, methodically searching through the sacks and boxes, looking for 
drugs r weapons or chemicals destined for drug labs hidden further up 
;the river. “The army command is using a combination of combat 
actions and psychological operations to rip the population away from 
the guerrillas and bring them to the army’s side, leaving the guerril¬ 
las only the jungle,” explained Lieuten ant Colonel Orlando Galindo. 

While soldiers with their faces painted in camouflage grease 
paint slpwly made their way on foot through the thick jungle vege¬ 
tation on the first day of an eighi^day patrol, rural residents came by 
canoe down river to Fort Amazonas. The ones from farther away 
started arriving at 0700. A banner, proclaiming “United For 
Progress,” hung from the watch towers as soldiers greeted the visi¬ 
tors from the isolated jungk %hp had come to participate in a CMfr 
Action program. Theiidea tobring the arihy and the community 

together As the tricolor flag was raised, the soldiers saluted and 
some of the older campesinos mmoved their straw \im . 

Most people were there to rake advantage of the free inedicii] ciuo 
and dental clinic, but they stayed for the dancing. Special forces sph 
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Over target LZ, Lanceros rappel to their 
assault positions, where they wifi assault 
through objective and remount chopper, 
(inset) Colombian airborne trooper alights 
beneath his T-10. Airborne, airmobile 
forces are important for rapid reaction. 


diers dressed like clowns led the children in 
games; Adults were given farming utensils 
as gifts. With the canoe races and other con¬ 
tests, the Fort seemed more like a fairground 
than a military outpost in a forgotten comer 
of the jungle. 

Meanwhile, deep inside the tangled 
greenery of the Amazon, the platoon inches 
forward on a seemingly endless patrol where 
suffocating humidity, mosquitoes and the 
timelessly haunting sounds of the jungle are 
their only companions. 

Raining The Elite 

On the other side of the green expanse of 
Colombia, the stillness of the midday heat is 
broken by the drumming of a lone chopper 
— just a speck on the horizon. Then sud¬ 
denly it was there, hovering 20 yards away. 
Lines dropped and within seconds a team of 
Lanceros were on the ground. With lightning 
speed they attacked their objective, lobbed 
grenades, and assaulted through the smoke 
at the cutting edge of a sword of automatic 
weapons fire. Almost as quickly, they 
returned to the UH-1 .which was now wait- 


mg for them on the other side of the objec¬ 
tive. The whole exercise — an assault on a 
“guerrilla” command position — took only 
minutes. 

Major Hugo Bahamun, commander of 
the Escuela de Lanceros, Colombia’s 
Special Forces training center at Tolemaida, 
ordered the sweat-soaked soldiers to repeat 
the maneuver. The elite of the Colombian 
army, the Lanceros were training for the 
confused reality of this country where expe¬ 
rienced guerrillas and powerful narcos are in 
league against government troops. 

The Lanceros were created in December 
of 1955, when the civil war known as La 
Violencia , that had begun in 1948, degener¬ 
ated into chaos that left bandits and peasant 
commandantes and their armed followers 
free to terrorize certain zones of the country. 
The army command sent a small group of 
officefs to the U.S. Army Ranger course at 
Fort Benning. These men were tasked with 
creating Colombia’s own elite irregular 
combat units. And while the Lancero course 
they developed is based on the Ranger 
model, incorporating operations behind 
enemy lines and counter-guerrilla opera¬ 
tions, the intervening 40 years of Colombian 
history has led to an emphasis on counter¬ 
insurgency tactics. 

As the first Lanceros were being trained 
and deployed in the 1960s, armed peasants 
and bandits began to organize into guerrilla 


armies along varying leftist ideological 
lines. Throughout the 1970s and ’80s, 
Colombia was plagued by four major guer¬ 
rilla groups which, despite several attempts, 
never managed to form a successfully func¬ 
tioning unified command. The ELN 
LLjercito de Liberacion National), a small 
pro-Castro group, was primarily active in 
rural regions, as was the Maoist EPL 
(Ejercito Popular de Liberation ). The M-19 
(Movimiento 19 de Abril) with its mixture of 
Mamsm-Leninism, nationalism, and pop¬ 
ulism, was most well-known for spectacular 
terrorist operations such as the 1985 
takeover of the Palace of Justice in Bogota. 
During that infamous incident, 50 hostages, 
including 11 supreme court justices, were 
killed before security forces could retake the 
building and free the remaining 400 
hostages. However, the largest, best trained 
and most effective insurgent group was the 
FARC (Fuerzas Armadas Revolucionarias 
de Colombia ), also with a pro-Cuban 
Marxist-Leninist ideology. 

Fighting The Great Corruptor 

Full-scale guerrilla war continued until 
1984, when these four groups signed a cease 
fire with the government. Though talks led 
to the establishment of a legitimate political 
arm of the FARC, the Union Patriptica , the 
cease-fire soon eroded and in some parts of 
the country, the war resumed again in full 
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force. The breakdown in legality that afflict¬ 
ed Colombia during La Violenica had 
returned, thanks largely to the principal pro¬ 
duce of many jungle regions — coca. 

Colombia, the biggest cocaine producer, 
supplies and controls some 80% of the 
world market. Clandestine laboratories for 
refining coca paste are hidden deep in the 
jungle and during the mid-1980s the 
cocaine cartels were forced to reach an 
accommodation with the FARC, which had 
been operating in this region for several 
years. In return for FARC protection of nar¬ 
cotics interests, the guerrillas have received 
money to purchase weapons and supplies. 
Some FARC fronts are also allegedly 
involved in processing coca. 

After the fall of monolithic communism, 
the guerrillas lost their ideological support¬ 
ers. But they still need supplies and 
weapons, so now they are working even 
more closely with narco traffickers. With 
the money from the traffickers, the guerril¬ 
las can buy weapons and the loyalty of the 
people, explained Bahamun. The intermin¬ 
gling of the drug traffickers and the guerril¬ 
las has created unique problems for the 
Colombian military, as police activity and 
government eradication programs spark 
anger among peasants involved in the lucra¬ 
tive drug trade. Irate campesinos lend then- 
support to guerrilla action, increasing the 
insurgent activity in some areas of the coun¬ 
try, despite an overall decline in numbers of 
guerrilla forces over the last five years. 

“The guerrillas rely on surprise and 
mobility' to make it look as if they are every¬ 
where and they are taking control, but it’s 
not like that,” Bahamun told SOF. In such a 
chaotic environment the Lanceros give the 
army the option to use small highly trained. 



Lanceros learn rappelling on tower at Tolemaida, 
including (inset) inverted Australian descent. 
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mobile units with the flexibility to initiate 
and complete a wide range of operations. 

At the Escuela de Lanceros, the elite of 
the Colombian army are put through a gru¬ 
eling 10-week Lancero course that is both 
physically and psychologically demanding. 
Volunteers are selected from among the 
Army’s best officers, upon recommendation 
by their units. Before being accepted into 


the program, the men must demonstrate an 
exceptional level of physical strength and 
endurance and pass an examination of 
weapons proficiency. 

The pieeng of a bullet ricocheting off a 
stone made one soldier look back over his 
shoulder as the Lanceros passed closely 

Continued on page 69 




l^itice its establishment in 1955, Escuela de Lanceros has held 
V £07 Lancero courses, including 39 international courses, train- 
ing a total of 7,841 Lanceros. Over the years, soldiers from 
more than 18 countries, including France, Spain and the United 
States, have participated in the Colombian course. The training 
center at Tolemaida also offers a series of other Special Operations 
courses. Paracadista training is given in an intensive four-week 
program that begins with three weeks of rigorous ground training 
that gradually leads up to a final week of jumps using the T-10 para¬ 
chute and the MC-1-1B steerable parachute. Training is also offered 
for jumpmasters. The two-week jumpmaster program stresses the 
procedures for before, during and after the jump, personal check of 
equipment, demarcation of drop zones, and the rescue of injured 
paratroopers. Additional courses aye given on the packing and 
maintenance of parachutes, and for pathfinders. 

Fuerzas Especiales 

Once each year, a small group selected from the best of the 
Lanceros returns to Tolemaida to go through another ID weeks of 
intensive training that will turn them into the commandos of the 
Fuerzas Especiales. These maroon berets are the elite of the elite. 
To qualify for entry , they must have completed both the Lancero 
and the Paracadista course. Special-forces tactical preparation 
focuses on airborne operations, infiltration, evasion and escape, 
and advanced training in weapons and explosives and demoli¬ 
tion. The course consists of three phases: The first three weeks 

■ 



prepare the men with PT, marches, firing range and other basic 
skills. Then the troops go through four weeks of tactical training 
in airborne operations, evasion and escape, command proce¬ 
dures, infiltration methods, patrolling techniques and special- 
forces jungle operations. The final three weeks are the “special¬ 
ist” phase, when each man is trained for a different tactical spe¬ 
cialty in areas such as weapons, explosives and demolition, 
communications, or planning and command. Standard weapons 
carried by the Fuerzas Especiales include the 40mm MGL 
(South Africa’s Mechem six-shot revolving grenade launcher), 
the 5,56x45mm M249 Squad Automatic Weapon, the M16A2 
rifle, and the Galil 7.62x51 mm rifle. 

Guerrillas and the Current Political Situation 

The Colombian government is, once again, engaged in talks 
with the guerrillas aimed at ending the 40-year-old conflict. 
Many military officers are angry that the government has 
allowed the talks to go on without a ceasefire in place. The three 
guerrilla groups still active in Colombia are the EPE, ?ELN and 
FARC. While estimates of their strength vary, informed sources 
say the FARC, the largest group, has about 5,500 armed combat¬ 
ants, plus a larger number of unarmed supporters in rural areas. 
The EPL and ELN count for less than 1,000 fighters eapH. The 
M-19 became a legal political party, Democratic Alliance M-19 
(AD/M-19) in 1990, fielding a presidential candidate arid sever¬ 
al congressional candidates in 1993. —J.M.F. 
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Eco-Chailenge teams perform 
tyro lean traverse to cross river in 
the breathtaking terrain of British 
Columbia, (inset) Team U.S. 
Cavalry’s Luke Green (commander 
of Army’s 5th Ranger Training 
Battalion) snaps carabiners onto 
rope and drags rucksack and hiking 
sticks behind him. 
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Bushwhacking In B.C. 


Leading early on in the race is 
the Franco-American Team Life 
Extension International. 


k small number of Army Rangers, 
Navy SEALs, Marines, and 
WWbBL other U.S. military personnel 
— gluttons for further punishment — were 
sure that “Eco-Challenge 1996” would be 
their kind of civilian marathon competition. 

The climax to months of training, plan¬ 
ning, and logistical preparation, it was 
almost like war without gunfire. Highly 
trained teams of athletes from nine coun¬ 
tries would battle fatigue, hunger, weather, 
and the rugged, breathtaking terrain of 
British Columbia, Canada, along a 320- to 
330-mile course featuring mile-high moun¬ 
tains, frozen glaciers, frigid rivers, and 
dense forests. All in less than 10 days. 

There were many rules to the first-annu¬ 
al event, which began on 24 August north¬ 
east of the ski-resort town of Whistler, 
which is about 100 miles north of Vancou¬ 
ver. Five team members in, five out: If a 
team lost even one member to injury, it 
would be disqualified (but could finish the 
race as “unranked”). If a team was caught 
littering or building a campfire — disquali¬ 
fication. Some portions of the course were 
so treacherous that nocturnal travel was for¬ 
bidden. Extensive packing lists featured 
mandatory safety gear. Pre-event literature 
even included instructions on what to do in 
the event of an encounter with a bear. 
(Firearms were not allowed.) 

All safety rules were enforced by Eco- 
Challenge’s British founder, Mark Burnett, 
a veteran of the Falklands War and two 
major French-sponsored “adventure races,” 
and his ever-vigilant staff that included 
trauma physicians and EMTs. (Burnett’s 
first Eco-Challenge, covering 370 
miles, was held in 1995 in Utah. It 
also drew competitors and corporate 














sponsors from across the globe.) 

Eco-Challenge rules specified there 
would be at least one female competitor per 
team. Means of transportation for the teams 
would vary from horses (only two team 
members rode at a time) to mountain bikes, 
canoes, mountaineering ropes, rafts, and 
“leather personnel carriers”: jogging shoes 
and hiking boots. 

“It was a very hard race; physically, the 
hardest thing I’ve done since I went through 
[U.S. Army] Ranger school,” Lieutenant 
Colonel Luke Green remarked. “Probably 
mentally it was almost as tough as Ranger 
school because you dealt with sleep depriva¬ 
tion, long movements, difficult terrain, 
heavy [rucksack] loads, and accomplishing 
the mission — which meant making it to the 
next checkpoint. 

“I got asked if I thought parts of the 
course were too hard. I said no, at first,” 
said Green, commander of the 5 1 * 1 Ranger 
Training Battalion at Camp Frank D. 
Merrill in the mountains of northern 
Georgia. “But now that I think about it, it 
might have been too hard from the stand¬ 
point that only a small percentage of teams 
could complete the course.” 

Fourteen intact teams finished the “eco¬ 
logically correct expedition competition.” 

Friendly Rivalries 

Staff Sergeant Matthew Grucella, a 5* 
RTB instructor, had heard about the Eco- 
Challenge on NBC’s Dateline show. 


Teams must cover 50 miles by canoe: (left) Team Foxtel-Australia crosses river with 
mountain bikes onboard, (right) At portage, New Zealander and American members of 
Team Reebok/Eco-Internet haul canoes to next lake. 


Interest piqued, he did his homework — 
which included getting Army permission 
to participate in the non-military event, 
still nearly a year off. 

Initially taken aback by Eco-Challenge’s 
$ 10,000 team-enrollment fee, he neverthe¬ 
less forged on until he found sponsorship 
with “Brigade Quartermasters,” a major 
supplier of outdoor gear (Brigade 
Quartermasters, 1025 Cobb International 
Blvd., Dept. SOF, Kennesaw GA 30152; 
phone: 800-338-4327: catalog: $4). 

“In the beginning the scope of it was 
very small,” said Grucella. “It was $10,000 
and I figured we’d use what gear we had. 
But then we realized we had to pour more 
money into it for extra gear and training.” 




American and New Zealander members of Team Hi-Tec Adventure ascend glacier to 
checkpoint, (inset) White-water rafting further taxes competitors’ technical skills and 
ability to work together under duress. Safety gear is worn at all times; Eco-Challenge 
rescue crews are on standby. 


The tab eventually rose to $60,000. 

Grucella assembled a team: staff 
sergeants Kevin Ott and Cole Shepherd and 
Sergeant David Blum of the 5 th RTB, and 
Specialist Catherine Callahan, a marathon 
runner and rock climber at Fort Benning, 
Ga. The team’s vehicle-borne support ele¬ 
ment (which would provide additional 
food, changes of equipment, clean clothes, 
and topo maps at resupply/event-transition 
points along the course) comprised Ranger 
Staff Sgt. Mark Wilton and Sgt. 1 st Class 
Lou Solis. 

Meanwhile, a second group from Camp 
Merrill, led by Lt. Col. Green, formed an 
Eco team. It received backing by “U.S. 
Cavalry,” another major outdoor-equip¬ 
ment supplier (U.S. Cavalry, 2855 
Centennial Ave,, Dept. SOF, Radcliff, KY 
40160; phone 800-317-9455; free catalog). 
Team U.S. Cavalry also comprised Staff 
Sgt. Johnny Long, Captain Dan 
Knight, 1st Sgt. Art McCann, and 
civilian Julie Dauphine, an outdoor- 
sports instructor from North 
Carolina. Support members were 
5 th rtb’s Sgt. 1st Class Scott Carter 
and North Carolina kayaking 
instructor Billy Richards. 

“The disadvantage with the mil¬ 
itary teams in the past has been 
thinking that everything they’ve 
done in the Army would be enough 
to win this thing,” Team Brigade’s 
Blum explained. “But we’ve gone 
beyond that, training in each event to failure 
and beyond. We didn’t run one hour, we’d 
run all day; we wouldn’t boat a couple of 
hours, we’d boat two days. It wouldn’t be 
fun any longer in the recreational sense; it 
would be fun in the challenging sense. Then 
you’d go mental.” 

Shepherd added: “At first I figured we’d 
go out there [Eco-Challenge] and smoke our¬ 
selves from start to finish. But there are so 
many things you have to think about: how fast 
and far you can go without sleep, how fast you 
can go and maintain that speed throughout the 
days, how much food and weight you’re 
going to carry, and keeping hydrated.” 

Off-duty time increasingly was filled 
with conditioning and technical training. A 
friendly rivalry developed among the Camp 
Merrill Rangers. They knew the ’96 event 
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likely would be dominated by more experi¬ 
enced, civilian teams from Australia, 
France, and New Zealand. But the two 
Ranger teams all harbored a secret goal: fin¬ 
ish ahead of the four SEALs of Red Team, 
three SEALs of Team Faultless Starch, five 
Marines of Team Brunnick, and two 
Marines of Team Benincasa/Mountain Dew. 





ECO-CHALLENGE ’96 WAS DIVIDED INTO SEVEN LEGS 
TOTALING 320 - 330 MILES: 

Leg #1: A 22-mile horseback ride and run northwest through deep forests and alpine 
meadows and along deep rivers. While 3 team members jogged, 2 rode. 

Leg #2: After a cold swim across the Lillooet River, 40+ miles of hiking northward 
through mountains and across glaciers. 

Leg #3: Total of 50 miles of canoeing along a series of lakes interrupted by 3 miles of 
portage. 

Leg #4 : Southwestern route of 72 miles on mountain bikes, which later are loaded 
on canoes for river crossing. 

Leg #5 : Second round of alpine hiking, mountaineering, and glacier traversal 
stretching 40 miles to the west then south. 

Leg #6 : Forty-four miles of white-water rafting down Eiaho River into the Squamish River. 

Leg #7: From city of Squamish, on the Howe Sound, 45-mile hike north-northeast 
through Cheakamus Pass to finish line in Whistler. 


In the lead was Team Life Extension 
International: three American veterans of 
the ’95 Eco-Challenge and two French vet¬ 
erans of the famous Raid Gauloises interna¬ 
tional event, on which the Eco-Challenge is 
based. Team Hewlett-Packard, an all- 
French team (also Raid vets), was a close 
second. Team Brigade Quartermasters, 
along with all the other military teams, did 
very well in the first leg. 

However, it would get steadily worse. 

Race organizers said the second leg was 
35 miles long - on the map, perhaps. In 
actuality, it was nearly twice that when con¬ 
sidering the gains and losses of elevation in 
the coastal mountain ranges. En route, 
teams started running out of food. Injuries 
mounted. Most were to legs from missteps 
while bushwhacking through miserably 
dense alder forests. Under the load of ruck¬ 
sacks, steps became agonizing. Knees buck¬ 
led and ached; feet swelled and bled. 


Dawn's Early Light 

The 70 teams had been studying maps of 
the Whistler, B.C., area, trying to intuit 
where the course might wind through the 
untamed land. The course had been kept 
secret until the day before the race, and then 
only the first leg of the race was revealed. 

At 0500, teams were issued two horses 
each for the first leg of the course: a 22-mile 
horseback ride/run. At 0700, the teams 
charged from the starting line, dust flying. 
Several people fell off their horses only 
minutes into the race. Otherwise, it was a 
relatively simple leg, ending several hours 
later at a river. 

During that crossing, the cold water’s 
violent current snatched a number of racers 
and carried them a short distance down¬ 
stream, to be fished out by rescue teams. 
One group, Team Pathfinder/Clarke’s, was 
disqualified when all of its gear was lost 
when a tow line snapped. 


MOUNTAIN 

ranges 


One team was disqualified when it lost a 
member who was stung in the back of the 
throat when a bee flew into his mouth. 

Burnett, aloft in one of the four heli¬ 
copters on constant patrol, radioed the 
teams: “Remember, no team has to do this.” 

Eco-Miseiy Loves Company 

“Coming out of TA1 [first transitional 
area], going into the mountaineering phase, 
we severely underestimated how much food 
to take,” recalled Green of Team U.S. Cav. 
“We realized our mistake at the end of the 
first day and started rationing food. That 
slowed us down because when you’re work¬ 
ing that hard you’re burning a lot of energy. 
When your output is greater than your 
intake, you get progressively weaker. 

“We heated water, cooked one Alpine 
meal, and everybody would sit around and 
share it,” he continued. “You might get two 
spoonfuls out of it and that was it. We’d 
split a Power Bar and keep going.” 

Like other first-timers, they soon real¬ 
ized their packs were too heavy. 

“It got to the point where ounces mat¬ 
tered,” Green said. Veteran teams from 
France and New Zealand were already wise 
to the weight factor; rumor had it they went 
to great lengths to lighten their loads: cutting 
off buckles or drilling holes in them, pulling 
fibers out of utility ropes, even foregoing the 
“required” sleeping bags and tents. 

On day 2, Team Brigade’s Grucella 
injured his knee. Reluctantly, he dropped 
out of the race. Devastated by the loss of the 
team captain, the four remaining members 
nevertheless chose to continue in the race 
unranked. Grucella was transported by his 
support crew to TA2, located in a large 
wooded clearing at the base of several 
looming mountains. 

On day 3 the top nine teams — most of 
them veteran foreign teams — struggled to 
get back on track after being missing in 
action for several hours in thick forest and 
darkness. After traveling most of the night 
without sleep, exhausted front-runners 
finally reached TA2 early in the morning. 

By now, the Eco-Challenge had whittled 
its 70 teams down to 59. Several were dis¬ 
qualified for rule infractions or injuries. 

Nearing Halfway 

Once past TA2, teams began the third 
leg: canoeing several hours down a huge, 
glacier-fed lake to a large log jam that 
marked the start of the portage section. 
Each team carried its two canoes, plus gear, 
up steep embankments and then several 
miles to return to the next lake. After pad¬ 
dling another 7 hours or more — for a total 
of some 50 miles — they would transition 
to a 72-mile ride on mountain bikes. 

Canoeing, Green recalled, “was kind of 
a break because you got to sit on your butt 
for 20 hours and just paddle, rather than 
being on our feet — and our feet were 
killing us by then.” 

By now, two more members of Team 

Continued on page 70 
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Professional Locksmithing Tools 


a **** lilMi *iwS)i» 


LOCKAID 

Specifically designed to pick ^ H 

tumbler locks. Designed over thirty “ 

years ago to aid law enforcement agencies. 
Consists of tension wrench, three needles and 
Lockaid “Gun." Prices include a copy of the book 
M Lockplcklng Simplified.” 

Lockaid $69.95 _ ] 111 1 111 


PIX MODEL 13 II IjSSu^ 

This deluxe yet compact kit 

features 11 of the most commonly 

used tools. Comes in a slim cowhide leather case 

for discreet undercover operatives. As a ^ 

special bonus, a 5-piece set of warded 

picks is included. A 1 6-piece set total. / l J J 

Also included, a copy of “Lockpicking 

Simplified.” Receive all this at a low price of 

Pix 13 $42.95 


PXP 8 A 

• Shirt Pocket Size. iK 

• Top Grain Cowhide 4k 

Leather. 

• Has 8 Picks, Tension . \ 

Wrenchs and Broken Key c\ 
Extractor. \\ 

• All Picks with Metal \ 

Handles. > 

• Copy of Lockpicking Simplified. 

PXP 8 $24.95 


pxp io 

• Shirt Pocket Size. 

• Top Grain Cowhide Leather. v 

• Has 13 Picks, Tension Wrenchs and Broken Key 
Extractor. 

• All Picks with Metal Handles. 

• Copy of Lockpicking Simplified. 

PXP 10 $34.95 


Lockpicking Simplified $8.50 

Complete Guide to Lockpicking $15.00 
Improvised Lock Picks $9.95 

Tubular Locks $8.95 

Lockout and forced entry $11.95 

Involuntary Repression $10.95 


/ 


Safe & Vault manipulation 
How to Pick Pins & Wafers 
Combination Locks 
Keys by Impressioning 
Key Casting Manual 
Locks, Picks, Clicks 


p| x- EZ i ////. 

All-In-One 

Pick-Set \ 94-T^ 

100% American Made! ^ \ 

As convenient to cany ™ 

and use as a pocket knife! ^ 

Only 4 inches long, half inch square, weighs under five 
ounces, works fast and opens pin and water tumbler 
locks quickly, with very little effort Six tempered spring 
steel picks, tension wrench. $34.95 


WKS PICKS Jit 

Made of the finest blue tempered /J I \\ 
spring steel, this 5-piece padlock * i | ) ' 
pick-set is a must in every lock¬ 
smiths’ tool box. This set will pick open most 
every warded padlock made today. $9.95 


MONTHLY SPECIAL 


RECEIVE A COMBINATION SET 


INCLUDES —5 ITEMS 

1-MD-16 DELUXE SET. 

.$29.95 

1-SCHALGE WAFER SET. 

1-SESAMEE DECODER . 

.$17.95 

1-WKS PICKS.. 

.$ 9.95 

1-DOUBLE SIDED TUMBLER PICKS. 

. $29.95 

1 A VALUE OF $147.75 

| AT A LOW PRICE OF $89.95 




w ^ 


SESAMEE DECODER 

This tool was designed to decode the exact 
combination of a sesamee padlock without 
damaging the lock. Detailed instruction included. 


ESP-13 VF*****// 1 1 y ' damaging the lock. Detailed instruction included. 

This handy new pick set is the most popular set among 

professional locksmiths today. This kit consists of 12 ( Sfl fi l ) _ _ 

different tools housed in a handsome black leather case $17.95 

designed for a shirt pocket. Included in the price, you 

receive a 5-plece warded key set and a copy of ^|P\ 

“Lockpicking Simplified.” 17-piece set total. 

ESP-13 $45.95 jj&nS&oSr 

MINI PICK TUBULAR 

The most effective tubular pick on the market, unKke the larger picks with long 
handles or screwdriver handles. The longer the tool, the more pressure needed 

which causes easy breakage The advantage of the Mini Pick is it is so short, $79.95 

you only use your thumb and index finger With a fittle practice this tool win open a tubular lock in less than a minute 
A Mour Choice: (1) Center (2) Offset left (3) Offset right; R "Segal” 8 pin tubular, G 5-pin Tubular; Q Spin Tubular; E. 8-Pin Pee. 


DOUBLE SIDED DISK TUMBLER PICKS 

Set of 4 picks designed to be used on the most popular double¬ 
sided disc tumbler, showcase, cam and padlocks. 

$29.95 SCHLAGE WAFER 

. The most fantastic tool you will 

Electric Picks ever use. This set consists of two 

base keys and pick. Complete in¬ 
structions included. 

$29.95 ^ 


The best single tool for most pin tumbler locks • Opens many locks in seconds 
High quality aluminum construction • Used by locksmiths worldwide 

El 00C (3 volt). $ 99.95 


MD16 

Shirt Pocket Size, Top Grain 
Cowhide Leather, Zippered 
Case, has 16 Picks, Tension 
Wrenches and Broken Key 
Extractor. 
$59.95 


MD32 

Hip Pocket Size, J 
Top Grain \ 

Cowhide Leather, j 
Zippered Case, 
has 32 picks, i 
Tension Wrenches^ 
Broken Key 
Extractor. 

$69.95 




MD60 

Top Grain Cowhide Leather, Zippered Case, 
has 60 picks, Tension Wrenches, Broken Key 
Extractor and Warded Master Keys. $109.95 


Catalog $3.00 — Free with order. I R^tm 

on Personal Check Orders. -J \ 

Money orders ship same day I ^^e°' 

All major credit cards 

ngn P.O. Box 68, Dept. SF5, Dexter, OR 97431; (541)726-6360 

mmm SJfc HHb it ’ Web Address: www.gun-room.com 


The law requires all 
purchases be 
made in good faith, 
without make 
believe or fraud by 
genuine persons 
within this industry 


Send to 
Steve Arnolds 
Gun Room 

Postage & handling 
$ 6.00 

Overseas postage add 
30% of total. 
Must be 18 years 
of age 
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SAFTA: NAVY SEAL FIGHTING SYSTEM 

New Navy SEAL Video Featuring Lew Hicks 

Fear No Man! Protect yourself in any situa¬ 
tion using the fighting system created by the 
Navy SEALS’ top hand-to-hand expert. Un¬ 
satisfied with Black Belts he holds in Okina¬ 
wan Shorin-Ryu, Aikido, Kung Fu-San Soo, 
and his mastery of Free style and Greco- 
Roman wrestling, Lew Hicks created for his 
Navy SEAL Teammates, SAFTA - Scientific¬ 
ally Applied Force Training of America. Learn how to command total control 
using the fighting skills developed for the world’s most elite commando force. 
“SAFTA: Navy SEAL Fighting System” features step by step instruction 
using fifty action-filled training lessons. Lew Hicks demonstrates over 150 
SAFTA movements that develop the physical skills and “Affirmative 
Mindset” needed to dominate any violent encounter. Once limited to the Navy 
SEALs’ secret training areas, this proven system has been filmed for the first 
time. Take an inside look as Navy SEALs train “full contact” using SAFTA, 
the unbeatable scientific approach to dynamic physical control. 

• Discover how special SEAL skills and ^giei^fic^principles combine to 
make SAFTA the most effective fighting system. 

• See the Navy SEALs’ premier unarmed tactics instructor expose the 
mysticism and false promises that surround all other fighting systems. 

• Train with the Navy SEALs’ best. Learn the “Weapons of the Body” 
Target Indexing” and “The Three Musts”. 

Join the SAFTA Team; develop the self- 
confidence and ability to fight like the 
legendary Navy SEALs. This training 
is not available from any other source. 
Don't miss this chance - SAFTA is the 
real thing! Meditation and psychology 
won’t dispel the fear of being attacked. 
Only knowledge can conquer fear - by 
understanding anatomy and how the 
body responds when the skeletal struc¬ 
ture is manipulated. This film is guar¬ 
anteed to arm you with this knowledge. 

Fear No Man! Two Hours VHS Only $79.95 + S&H 

Endorsed by top SEAL Commanders & Elite Law Enforcement Tactical Units 

Add $3.00 S&H. FL residents add 6% tax. Send check or MO to: LOTI GROUP 
15720 Sunset Drive Suite 305 Miami, FL 33193 (305) 386-1154 
Tape sales benefit UDT SEAL Museum. 




feA^iSOLMEK OF HiHHlKli 


^ Failed Commie Coup in Philippines 

Dr. Tom Marks' usual thorough analysis. 

^ Peru: Inside the Japanese Embassy Hostage Standoff 

Steve Salisbury reports. 

^ Bagwell on Bowies 

Bill looks at knife fighting in the 1800s - would you have survived? 

^ SOF Chief Foreign Correspondent in Jail in Cyprus 

Mark Milstein phones home. 

Kimber .45 Peter Kokalis looks at an out-of-the box 1911A1 
with lots of the good stuff. 
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NYET Problem! 


Continued from page 35 


device (AAD); I would activate it after the 
jumpmaster signaled that the plane had risen 
above 600 feet. One of the ex-Spetsnaz was 
putting on his gear: no helmet, no AAD. I 
asked him about this. 

“Nyet problem! I have over 2,000 
jumps,” he replied. “Besides, I am perfect!” 

The sturdy Antonov biplane cranked 
up. We walked out to the aircraft as the 
jumpmaster beckoned us to get our asses in 
gear. The wizened little jumpmaster looked 
to be in his late 50s; he also looked as if he 
ate nails and shat shrapnel. He was a little 
concerned that I might not know how to 
deactivate my reserve’s AAD after the 
main canopy opened. I nodded that, yes, I 
knew what to do. He didn’t look con¬ 
vinced. I think he was expecting the 
Amerikanski to screw up. 

As the An-2 gained altitude, Ivan stood 
up. He weaved back and forth down the 
short aisle, laughing. Then he turned and 
grinned at me with the cheek-to-cheek smile 
of a happy drunk. Two troopers held him up 
by the open doorway while the jumpmaster 
checked his static line. Then they threw him 
out: no reserve and out like a sack of dirty 
laundry at 500 feet. 

My exit was sweet as could be. I felt 
myself being stabilized and slowed by the 
drogue ’chute (a feature not found on 
American military parachutes). I didn’t 
pull my ripcord, just counted to five and 
waited for the opening shock. As soon as 
my main canopy opened I grabbed the 
steering toggles, gained control of the 
canopy, and then deactivated the AAD. (Of 
course, every Estonian trooper in the sky 
was yelling, reminding me to deactivate 
the AAD.) The landing fall was soft. Now I 
would have a vodka. 

I expected the rest of my week in 
Estonia to be fairly uneventful and planned 
on some sightseeing and shopping. I’d 
already been to the ballet (yeah, really) so I 
was going to spend some time one evening 
in my favorite Irish pub in Old Town. 

It was late that night when Petty Officer 
Ambros gave me the word: SOG was on 
standby for possible real-world action. 

He explained that a group of Kaitselite 
(Estonian reservists) had occupied a build¬ 
ing at the University of Tartu. The 
Kaitselite had used it for a headquarters in 
1938 and in the fervor of post-Soviet 
nationalism were now demanding it be 
returned to their organization. 

Fortunately the whole situation was 
eventually resolved through negotiation, 
not by dynamic entries, stun grenades, and 
automatic-weapons fire. Nyet problem. 


Senior Foreign Correspondent Rob 
Krott’s previous article from Estonia was 
“Sweden’s Blue-Water SappersNov. ’96 
SOF. ^ 
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Unholy Alliance 


Continued from page 43 


reached a border of sorts. An overwhelm¬ 
ingly Pushtun force from the southern vil¬ 
lages, they had arrived at an ethnically 
mixed city where Persian — not Pushto — 
is the language and locals are not used to 
having their womenfolk locked up. They 
were also now up against the battle-tested 
Tajik forces of Ahmad Shah Massood — 
who is no small-time warlord. Having 
defended Kabul against Hekmatyar’s 
attacks for three years, Massood, a universi¬ 
ty-educated modernist, was not about to 
step aside and surrender the city to provin¬ 
cials from the Pushtun south who believed 
in publicly hanging TV sets, closing girls’ 
schools and confining women to their 
homes. Aside from their medieval social 
and religious policies, Massood also dis¬ 
trusted the Taliban for another reason: They 
were now being supported logistically and 
financially not just by Babar but also by the 
Pakistani ISI. With its traditional protege 
Hekmatyar sidelined and the Taliban mak¬ 
ing a bid for national leadership, ISI had 
decided to switch horses. 

In March 1995, Massood repulsed the 
Taliban decisively from Kabul — and at the 
same time defeated the militia of the Iran- 
backed Shi’ite minority who had controlled 
much of the western part of the city since 
1992. The offensive dealt a black eye both 
to Tehran and Islamabad, leaving him mas¬ 
ter of Kabul for the first time since 1992. 
But neither the Taliban nor the Pakistanis 
were giving up that easily. 

Through the summer of 1995 the Taliban 
sat outside Kabul and consolidated their 
hold on the south. Then in September they 
struck again, making a lightning advance on 
the government-held western city of Herat. 
The city’s fall triggered the sacking of the 
Pakistani embassy in Kabul by a mob 
enraged over Pakistani backing for the 
Taliban. The battle lines between Islamabad 
and the Massood-Rabbani regime were now 
unmistakably drawn. 

Even Too Radical For Iran 

Growing Pakistani backing for the 
Taliban was pulling in other powers as well. 
Shi’ite Iran viewed the rise of the hard-line 
Taliban as part of a policy of strategic con¬ 
tainment logistically backed by Pakistan, 
financially supported by the Saudis, and 
diplomatically masterminded by Washing¬ 
ton. When in September 1995 the Taliban 
arrived on its eastern flank, Iran began fly¬ 
ing aid to Kabul. Russians were also 
alarmed by the prospect of Islamic funda¬ 
mentalists arriving on the border of Central 
Asia where 20,000 Russian troops are 
already tied down in a war Tajikistan. 
Moscow was more than happy to sell mili¬ 
tary hardware to Massood. 

In October and November that year the 
Taliban launched further offensives on 
Kabul’s southern and eastern perimeter. In 


the east they pushed as far as Pul-e-Charkhi 
before being halted in heavy battles. The 
conclusion that their Pakistani backers 
appeared to draw from the campaign was 
that the direct approach was not going to 
work. The result in the summer of 1996 
was an indirect strategy that proved devas- 
tatingly successful. 

The Taliban moved first in August into 
Paktia province on the Pakistani border, 
defeating the remnants of Gulbuddin 
Hekmatyar’s forces. After a brief period of 
political and financial “softening up,” they 
drove on into neighboring Nangarhar 
province to capture the city of Jalalabad on 
11 September with scarcely any resistance 
from a local mujahideen council. Then, 
without pausing for breath, they kept on 
moving north and east toward Sarobi. The 
eventual assault on Sarobi that most ana¬ 
lysts — and government commanders — 
thought would be weeks in preparation fol¬ 
lowed days later, a well-planned three¬ 
pronged attack on the night of 24 
September. And again, without a pause, 
they kept on moving toward Kabul in a 
multi-pronged blitzkrieg . 

There’s no doubt high morale among 
fresh Talib troops and battle-fatigue on the 
government side played a part in the dramat¬ 
ic eastern campaign and the fall of Kabul. 
But the key elements were meticulous plan¬ 
ning, unrelenting speed, unfailing logistics 
support and, not least, impressive command 
and control and coordination between sever¬ 
al fronts in a fluid tactical situation. It’s 
worth stressing that in the last 17 years of 
war in Afghanistan no Afghan force — gov¬ 
ernment or opposition — has ever pulled off 
such a swift and complex series of opera¬ 
tions over such a wide operational area. 

To expect semi-literate Afghan mullahs 
to be capable of this level of planning sim¬ 
ply defies belief. Nor is it any more credible 
to suggest — as some have done — that ex¬ 
officers of the former communist regime 
now in Taliban ranks could have put togeth¬ 
er such a plan. In the two years since they 
emerged, the Taliban had never achieved 
anything approaching this level of military 
sophistication. In short they had plenty of 
help — and not just in a war-room in 
Islamabad. On the ground, Pakistani nation¬ 
als were involved at two levels. First, ex- 
Frontier Corps personnel from Pakistan’s 
Pushtun belt who speak the same language 
as the Taliban were in key staff positions. 
Second, hundreds of Pakistani fundamental¬ 
ist volunteers were eager for some hands-on 
jihad in Afghanistan. 

Will Hie Dog Turn 
On Its Master? 

But since the fall of Kabul, the limita¬ 
tions of the Taliban — military, political and 
diplomatic — have become all too apparent. 
Clearly this crusade from the Middle Ages is 
neither going to sweep Afghanistan nor suc¬ 
ceed in putting together anything approach¬ 
ing a credible government in Kabul. 

Overwhelmingly Pushtun, their drive 
north from Kabul into the ethnically Tajik 
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region was a disastrous failure. Even as they 
consolidated their hold on the city, they pur¬ 
sued Massood north into his Panjshir Valley 
bastion. Given that during the early 1980s 
Massood’s men had mauled repeated com¬ 
munist offensives backed by a full range of 
Soviet air and armored and artillery assets, 
this was not a particularly smart move. 
Before they retreated, they moved a grand 
total of one klick and suffered scores of 
dead. By then they were already facing 
uprisings by Tajik townsfolk and a rash of 
guerrilla attacks in their rear. 

Their seizure of Kabul had also handed 
Massood a powerful new ally. This was 
Uzbek warlord Abdul Rashid Dostam, a for¬ 
mer communist militia boss who since 1992 
has run northwestern Afghanistan as a pri¬ 
vate fiefdom. Under heavy pressure from 
Moscow and Tehran, Dostam sealed a pact 
with Massood and the Iran-backed Shi’ites 
to stem the northern advance of the Taliban. 
In October the northern coalition succeeded 
in recapturing Bagram airbase and pushing 
the front line back toward Kabul where it 
remained this winter. 

Just where Afghanistan goes from here 
is a very open question. But it’s a fairly safe 
bet that the favored western scenario — rec¬ 
onciliation and a broad-based government 
comprising all the warring parties — is 
about the least likely outcome. Two other 
scenarios are far more probable: In the first, 
the present ethnic and geographic line-of- 
divide along the Hindu Kush mountain 
range becomes a de facto partition of the 
country. The Taliban rule the Pushtun 
provinces of the south, while in the north a 
more moderate coalition provides Central 
Asia with buffer-zones against the advance 
of Taliban fundamentalism. 

The alternative is that the Taliban, politi¬ 
cally inept, diplomatically shunned and 
administratively incompetent, fail to hold 
together. Incapable of running a government 
and divided by traditional Pushtun tribal loy¬ 
alties, they slowly (or rapidly) disintegrate. 

In both these scenarios the dangers to 
the stability of the region, particularly 
Pakistan, are considerable. For starters, 
partition or ongoing war will torpedo 
Pakistani hopes for trade routes and natur¬ 
al gas pipelines across Afghanistan. More 
seriously, if Taliban-style fundamentalism 
has the potential for export in any direction 
it’s surely toward the volatile Pushtun belt 
of Pakistan itself. Pakistan’s military has 
already been called in to put down one 
armed uprising in the tribal area of Maada 
that was demanding the imposition of 
Taliban-style Islamic law. Islamabad, 
moreover, has succeeded in making 
Massood an implacable foe. Pakistan, like 
Britain and the Soviet Union in their day, 
may yet discover that those who meddle in 
Afghan politics often end up getting their 
hands badly burned. 

Intrepid Brit photo journalist Mike 
Winchester is an old Afghanistan hand, hav¬ 
ing made innumerable tours therefor SOF 
during the past decade. ^ 
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Buy just six back issues of SOMR OF FORIUNF MAGAZINE for $30 and well throw in three FREE ISSUES of your choice. OR buy nine 
back issues for $45 and we'll send you THREE fREE ISSUES PLUS A BLACK SOf BINDER to keep all 12 in. That's a S70 value for just S45. 
And well still give you fREE DOMESTIC POSTAGE. (Foreign Orders: add S3 first issue, SI each additional.) Act Now! Single issues $5 each. 
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#138 April 1989: MIDDLE EAST - Olani Brigade's 
battle at Beaufort Castle; Beirut's forever war; 
DRUG WAR - SOF In Peru's cocaine valley; AF¬ 
GHANISTAN - Muj fighting to win the peace; 
WEAPONS - 10mm handguns; Demented Inven¬ 
tions; 021 caliber conversions. 

#139 May 1989: AFGHANISTAN - SOF corre¬ 
spondent inside Kabul; Interview with Abdul Haq, 
commander poised to take the city; VIETNAM - 
Downed American flyer in Hanoi prison camp; 
POW/MIA video "We Can Keep You Forever" 
review; WEAPONS - M60 quick fixes. 

#140 June 1989: DRUG WAR - Crack in America 
and L.A. gang warfare; AFGHANISTAN - Muj de¬ 
fend Safed Koh mountain passes; MILAN begin¬ 
ning to appear In Afghanistan; AFRICA — Mike 
Noare's Congo Mercs' masterpiece; WEAPONS 

- Applegate-Fairbairn classic smatchet; N&K's 
P7K3 pistol. 
#141 July 1989: 
SOUTHEAST 
ASIA - Escape 
and evasion in 
Cambodia; ELITE 
UNITS - Colom¬ 
bia's Lanceros; 
STATESIDE - 
Crack and drug 
gangs invade the 
heartland; AF¬ 
GHANISTAN - 
Congressman 
Wilson gets muj 
Stinger missiles; 
WEAPONS - New 
Detonics com¬ 
pact .45; Facts 
on gun ownership. 

#142 August 1989: ELITE UNITS - U.5. Marine 
snipers in Beirut; Oman's Cobra commandos; 
AFGHANISTAN - Muj attack Jalalabad; AFRICA— 
Angola's ambush alley; VIETNAM - Cav scouts 
prowl for POWs; WEAPONS - 5. Africa's 155mm 
artillery. 

#145 September 1989: VIETNAM TODAY - Ho 
Chi Minh City's ARVN vets; AFRICA - Combat 
tour to central Angola; Insider's account of Rho¬ 
desian Fire Force's air component; ELITE UNIT5 

- 5A5 ops in Northern Ireland; MERC WORK - 
CTU rescues American held overseas; WEAP¬ 
ONS — H-5 Precision's takedown sniper system. 
#144 October 1989: MIDDLE EAST - Delta/5EAL 
hostage rescue plan betrayed; AFGHANISTAN — 
SOF correspondent treks to Pbnjshir Valley, in¬ 
terviews commander Massoud; SOUTHEAST ASIA 

- American aids rescue after Cambodian mas¬ 
sacre; WEAPONS — U.5. Army's next combat 
rifle; U.5.-made hind helicopter clones. 

#145 November 1989: ELITE UNITS - What it 
takes to wear the green beret; British com¬ 
mando gunners; SWA/Namibia's Koevoet 
counterinsurgency police; AFRICA — SOF staffer 
again rescues westerners from Mozambique; 
WEAPON5 - Soviet LAW, RPG-22; North Ameri¬ 
can Arms' pint-sized ,22; Finally a knife de¬ 
signed for U.5. airborne. 

#146 December 1989: VIETNAM - MACV/50G 
spike team fights for its life; NVA general's 
pistol causes controversy; AFGHANISTAN — Muj 
fight each other before uniting against Reds; 
MIDDLE EAST - Lt. Coi. Oliver North's fight against 



terrorism; CENTRAL AMERICA - El Salvador's 
dying insurgency; WEAPONS - Casull's .454 cannon. 
#147 January 1990: AFGHANISTAN - Soviets 
leave military merchandise behind; SRI LANKA 
— Indian army leaves, but Sri Lankans are now 
better prepared; ELITE UNITS — Timber shep¬ 
herds: America's toughest K-9s; WEAPONS — 
French surplus military rifles. 

#148 February 1990: BURMA - Attempting to 
eliminate the Karen resistance; ELITE UNITS — 
Recce Commandos: 5outh Africa's best; SRI 
LANKA - Politics amidst a civil war; WEAPONS - 
The Israelis' .557 Magnum Carbine. 

#149 March 1990: PERU - The war against 
inflation, politicians, and the Maoist insurgency; 
EUTE UNITS - Britain's Pathfinders: First into 
hostile territory; DRUG WAR - U.5. Army Ranger 
Bill Foulk battles a crack house; WEAPONS - 
Walther's TPH with warp 3 sound suppressor. 
#150 April 1990: PANAMA - Operation Just 
Cause defeats Noriega; CONVENTION - Three- 
Gun Match's 10th birthday in Vegas; MERCS — 
Professional work on the Panamanian border. 
WEAPONS — Italy's 9mm Spectre submachine gun. 
#151 May 1990: PERU - The Shining Path, Peru's 
violent guerrillas. PROFESSIONALS - Patrick 
Chauvel, ace combat photographer. EL SALVA¬ 
DOR - The FMLN's version of the Tet Offen¬ 
sive; WEAPONS - Assassin's bullet from FMLN 
arsenal. 

#152 June 1990: USSR - Afghans strike back; 
PERU - Private sector's answer to the break¬ 
down of law and order. VIETNAM — Details of a 
5EAL rescue operation; WEAP0N5 — Clock's 
model 21. 

#153 July 1990: ROMANIA - Was the over¬ 
throw of Ceaucescu a puppet show? U.5. — 
Death of a bank robber; PERU — Are drug lords 
or guerrillas the real problem? CAMBODIA - The 
killing fields of Khmer Rouge. 

#154 August 1990: VIETNAM - A six-year night¬ 
mare in a Hanoi prison camp. THAILAND — A 
success story In southeast Asia; ANGOLA — 
UNITA and FAPLA troops battle for Mavinga; 
WEAPONS — Colt attempts to remake Browning's .45. 
#155 September 1990: DRUG WAR - The Coast 
Guard's 200-year legacy; PANAMA - Heroes of 
operation Just Cause; LA05 — Government again 



using chem/bio warfare on H'mongs; WEAPONS 
— Stallard Arms' new 9mm handgun. 

#156 October 1990: MERC WORK - Brit meres 
in Suriname's jungle; LIBERIA - American jour¬ 
nalist In African revolution; PROFILE IN COUR¬ 
AGE — 5EAL-turned-cop wins the Medal of Honor; 
WEAPONS - 15 years of weapons coups. 

#157 November 1990: TRINIDAD - RKB and 
others report on a coup; COLOMBIA - Drug 
dealers keep the bomb squad busy in Bogota; 
CUBA — Alpha 66 attempts to dethrone Castro; 
GEAR - Adventure Quartermaster surveys fall 
hunting gear. 

#158 December 
1990: MIDDLE 
EAST - Special 
Desert Shield 
coverage sec¬ 
tion; CANADA - 
Civil war pits 
Quebec vs. the 
Mohawk Indian 
Nation; WEAP¬ 
ONS - Smith & 

Wesson's Model 
640 Centennial. 

#159 January 
1991: MIDDLE 
EAST - On the 
front line with 
Desert Shield; 

EUTE UNITS - Top 
gun report on 
what makes the Navy's best the best; NICARA¬ 
GUA — Unearthing evidence of Daniel Ortega's 
brutal regime; WEAPONS — The Yugoslav 
CZ-99 9mm. 


#160 February 1991: MIDDLE EA5T - Kuwait's 
top guns; U.5. Marine attack helicopters; CON¬ 
VENTION — Best shooters come to Las Vegas; 
VIETNAM - Charlie Rangers "kill for fun"; WEAP¬ 
ONS - Smith & Wesson's Model 4516-1 com¬ 
pact .45 semiauto. 

#161 March 1991: DESERT STORM - Marine 
snipers, army tankers, and the French Cavalry; 
COSTA RICA — Ultra-triathlon; the Raid Gauloises; 
WEAPONS — East German survival knife/AKM 
bayonet combo. 
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Clock Powerhouse 


Continued from page 49 


biggest hole will do the most damage. 

It doesn’t take a rocket scientist to 
determine that that means we want a bullet 
in the largest caliber that can be controlled 
by the shooter. And, in addition, moderate 
velocities will usually provide better per¬ 
formance. Bullets traveling at excessive 
speeds will invariably over-expand and 
thus under-penetrate. In my experience, 
Homady’s line of XTP bullets generally 
expands somewhat less than competing 


designs, and thus penetrate more deeply. 

Black Hills .45 ACP 230-grain JHP 
round, pushing out of the muzzle at about 
880 fps, will expand to almost .70 caliber 
and penetrate in soft tissue well past the 
minimum 12 inches required. That’s exact¬ 
ly the performance we’re looking for and 
this is my daily carry round. 

I predict that the caliber .40 S&W dock 
Model 27 will continue to dominate as a 
backup piece in the law-enforcement arena, 
where so many agencies have standardized 
on this excellent cartridge. But, among 
civilians and those armed professionals not 
bound by departmental restrictions, the new 
.45 ACP dock Model 30 will immediately 


become the red-hot ticket to reliable and 
effective performance in a compact con¬ 
cealment pistol. 

Only the new Para-Ordnance ultra-com¬ 
pact P10.45 is any smaller (and just slightly). 
But, dock pistols can be stuffed into your 
holster right out of the factory box. It has 
been my experience that Para-Ordnance pis¬ 
tols usually require extensive and expensive 
gunsmithing before they will come even 
close to the dock’s record of reliability. ^ 
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New Gun Books & Videos 

Check Out Delta Press Online http://www.deltapress.com/ 


Heckler & Koch’s 
Handguns 

Here is another outstanding 
presentation by Duncan Long. 
It traces the history of Heckler 
and Koch from its beginning at 
the end of World War li to the 
present. The evolution of its pis¬ 
tols is revealed and every re¬ 
sultant model produced by 
this extraordinary company is 
discussed. 

The chapter on accessories 
includes all of the factory op¬ 
tional equipment as well as a 
horde of third party goodies. 
There is a wealth of information about sighting devices 
and firearm accessories to enhance the performance 
and appearance af the Heckler and Koch handguns. 
57/x67- } \ illus. 142 pp.. soft cover, 

Hem Mo. C-9263.518.95 

mochregun,' "in 

toaay From the US Army's newest infantry rifle to former 
Soviet weapons to World War II weapons still in the field. 
This book will help ycu identify them all. 5 x 772 . soft 
cover, illus., 512 pages. 

Item No. C-9261 .....$19.95 

STREET STOPPERS 
by Evan P. Marshall & 
Edwin J. Sanow 

Street Stoppers is the 
long-awaited sequel to the 
controversial best-seller 
Handgun Stopping Power 
Street Stoppers compiles the 
results of real-life shooting 
incidents involving every 
major handgun caliber and 
uses that information to pre¬ 
dict how the same loads 
might perform in future 
shootings. Not oniy does the 
new book provide the very latest results of actual 
shootings, it gives the first formal presentation in print of 
the Strasbourg Tests, where live goats were used as test 
subjects: and much more. 872 x 11 , softcover.photos, 
392 pages 

Item No. C-9248.$39.95 


Glock’s 
Handguns 

Duncan Long, noted fire¬ 
arms expert and renowned 
author, presents an out¬ 
standing volume on one of 
the world's newest and most 
successful firearms of the 
century. 

The Glock, brainchild af 
Gaston Glock. is covered 
extensively in this book be¬ 
ginning with the history of 
the man and the gun and 
concluding with detailed cc 
cedures, 

You will find a plethora of information about sight¬ 
ing devices and firearm accessories to enhance the 
performance and appearance of the various models 
of Glock. 572 ''x 8 V 2 *. illus. 179 pp., soft cover. 

Item No. C-9262.$18.95 


Videos 


gious Gunsight Training Center to learn the finer points 
of marksmanship: accurizing, match ammo, and gun- 
smithing. Then fire an arsenal of the most exciting new 
rifles in the world. Color, 60 min. 

Item No. VT-126.$24.95 

Concealed Carry 

Tips, Techniques and 
Secrets of the Pros 

This video is one of the best 
programs ever released on the 
subject of concealed carry. Cov¬ 
ers how ta draw and shoot from 
concealment as well as over 40 
different methods of conceal¬ 
ment. Also includes the fastest 
draw from concealment ever 
recorded on video. From con¬ 
cealment to 1st shot in .68 sec¬ 
onds. Color. 75 min. 

Item No. VT-122...$19.95 


Dealer inquiries invited. Call 501-862-4984 for more Information. 


tor” (sear) and a projection at the end of 
the striker to release the firing pin and 
fire the round. 

The firing pin is rectangular in cross- 
section with a chisel-shaped tip. 
Although primers are left with an 
instantly identifiable indentation, the 
striker’s unorthodox configuration pro¬ 
duces less drag on the primer (diminish¬ 
ing the possibility of firing pin breakage) 
and concentrates its momentum onto a 
smaller area to insure positive ignition. 
Fluted firing-pin cups, which permit the 
Glock pistol to be fired underwater, are 
available to legitimate government agen¬ 
cies only. A stamped, sheet-metal ejector 
is permanently attached to the polymer 
trigger housing. 

Further explanation of the connector 
is required. This sheet-metal component 
also serves as a disconnector. When the 
slide moves forward in counter-recoil, a 
hump above the rail on the right side 
pushes the connector away from the trig¬ 
ger bar to prevent another round from 
being fired until the trigger is released 
and the trigger bar moves forward. 

The angle between the connector’s 
upper face and its bottom face deter¬ 
mines the trigger-pull weight of the sec¬ 
ond stage. An angle of 90 degrees will 
produce the standard pull weight of 5.5 
pounds. A pull weight of 8 pounds is 
achieved by increasing the angle to 105 
degrees (stamped with a “+”). A pull 
weight of 3.5 pounds, available only with 
the Long Slide Target Models 17L, 24 
and 24C, is obtained when the angle is 
reduced to 75 degrees (stamped with a 
“-”). At the request of the New York 
State Police, a small polymer and steel 
component was designed to increase the 
trigger-pull weight. There are now two 
versions, both of which should be 
installed only with the 5.5-pound con¬ 
nector. The original version will produce 
a trigger pull of 7.5 to 8 pounds. The so- 
called New York component will 
provide a pull weight of 10 to 11 pounds. 
If the pistol is to be stored for any length 
of time, the trigger should remain in the 
retracted position to remove all tension 
on the firing pin spring. 

— P.G.K. 
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Crack Troops 


Continued from page 59 


behind a live-fire range. A volley of shots, 
some far over their intended targets, kept the 
troops in the prone through the tall grass 
before continuing toward their destination, a 
small clearing in a wooded area. They hur¬ 
ried down the steep mountainside, over the 
loose rocks with a quick agility that masked 
the ease with which a wrong step could 
knock one stone out of place, carrying them 
down the mountain in an avalanche of rocks. 
On the plateau at the path’s end, plumes of 
black smoke rose from a line of fires where 
instructors waited. One by one the soldiers 
jumped into a trench, just wide enough for a 
man, lined with barbed wire on all sides and 
bordered closely by fire. They crawled for¬ 
ward, prodded on by the searing heat of the 
flames and encouragement from a stick in 
the hands of instructors, as the sharpened 
steel points ripped their flesh and shredded 
their uniforms. Their deep voices repeated 
the chant, “ Lealtad . Valor : Sacrifico 

Loyalty, Valor, Sacrifice - 
For Victory 

“Loyalty, Valor, Sacrifice. It’s the motto 
of the Lanceros. At Tolemaida, they learn 
the Spirit of Lanceros: to be able to do more 
things than you think you can do,” 
explained Bahamun. The soldiers were 
going through the first part of a process 
designed in part to help them endure pain. 
Their course includes more than just inten¬ 
sive physical training combined with spe¬ 
cial weapons and tactics. Before a soldier 
earns the right to wear the black beret, he 
must also endure special tests of bravery 
and demonstrations of courage. Only about 
65% of the men will make it. 

The training is broken into five phases. 
The adaptation phase lasts three weeks and 
consists of physical conditioning, martial 
arts training, marching, obstacle courses, 
marksmanship, map reading and other basic 
infantry skills, as well as special tactics for 
airborne operations, infiltration methods 
and evasion and escape. On that foundation, 
the soldiers move on to the second two- 
week phase which focuses on patrolling 
techniques in a normal environment, and is 
followed by two weeks of training for 
mountain operations. 

The final three-week phase, the jungle 
course, covers patrolling in the Amazon. 
The physical requirements of the training are 
extreme, as the mountains and the jungle ter¬ 
rain have difficult access and are very 
sparsely populated. In such regions the guer¬ 
rilla groups have prospered, often control¬ 
ling large territories. “Because they have the 
advantages of surprise and mobility, the 
guerrillas almost always take the initiative. 
Most of the time, we can only react, and so 
we have a well-trained reaction force,” 
explained Bahamun. But recent improve¬ 
ments in intelligence gathering have 
increased the frequency with which the 
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sewn into the knuckles of each 
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Army has advance knowledge of planned 
Guerrilla actions, allowing the special oper¬ 
ations units to launch preemptive strikes. 
Bahamiin continued, “Since three years ago, 
we have been defeating the guerrillas 
because of better intelligence. In a typical 
operation, Lanceros and Special Forces 
infiltrate by chopper, airdrop or other means 
and engage the guerrillas directly, using reg¬ 
ular troops to cut off the escape routes.” 

The scarred hull of a helicopter with its 
insides tom out rests on concrete blocks in 
the middle of a green field at Tolemaida. On 
their company commander’s order, a group 
of soldiers scramble out of the gutted chop¬ 
per and assault in a zig-zag course toward 
an “objective” further along the range. Just 
behind them, other men are rotating through 
the stations of the special forces obstacle 
course. Once they finish their training, these 
Lanceros will be dispersed to battalions all 
over Colombia, spreading flexible small- 
unit special-operations capability across a 
country facing guerrillas on 55 geographi¬ 
cally dispersed fronts. “To survive is a ‘vic¬ 
tory’ for the guerrillas. They have no real 
hope of winning and taking over the coun¬ 
try. They are sure they can’t,” Bahamian 
stated with unwavering conviction. “For 40 
years they’ve been trying and they couldn’t. 
They know that while Lanceros exist they 
will never destroy our democracy.” 

A frequent contributor, New York-based 
photojoumalist JoMarie Feed has covered 
hotspots such as Bosnia for SOF. ^ 


Eca-Challenge '96 


Continued from page 62 


Brigade suffered injuries. The team decided to 
drop out of the race — a very difficult fate, 
having trained so long and hard. They rejoined 
Grucella and the support crew at TA2. 

Team U.S. Cav, meanwhile, was main¬ 
taining its standing in the top 20 along with 
Team Mountain Dew and Red Team. 
Although they had run out of food during 
the second leg, they gorged themselves on a 
patch of blueberries and made it to the next 
transitional area. 

Day 4 found Team Reebok at the end of 
the 50-mile canoeing leg. The five racers 
mounted the bikes provided by their support 
members and began a 3,000-foot climb in 
the first 3 miles. The teams biked along a 
road of steep climbs and descents, then ped¬ 
aled along the lake shores. To get to TA3, 
teams had to board canoes (with their bikes) 
to cross a river. 

Team Hewlett-Packard held a sturdy 
second place, with Team Southern Traverse- 
New Zealand close behind. Team Foxtel- 
Australia was close behind. Military teams 
continued to maintain their Top 20 posi¬ 
tions, although Team Faultless pulled out 
due to injuries. 

By day 5, only 41 teams remained in the 
running. The lead teams found themselves 
on the windswept glaciers. Team Reebok 
remained in the lead; Team Hewlett- 


Packard followed diligently. The moun¬ 
taineering and glacier traverse had been 
estimated to take even the top teams at least 
24 hours, putting them at the next transi¬ 
tional area early the next morning. 

Injuries, Errors, Isolation 

Injuries became the norm. As the days 
wore on, more team members would hob¬ 
ble into the transitional areas. It began to 
look like a combat zone: bloody bandages, 
crutches, medics carrying people in on 
stretchers. 

During the second phase of moun¬ 
taineering, members of Team U.S. Cav 
experienced many challenges, including 
crushing navigational errors and feelings of 
isolation. Team member Julie Dauphine fell 
on a log and cut her arm. Teammate Johnny 
Long, in the role of medic, sewed the 
wound to stop the bleeding. 

“We didn’t have scissors and he was 
using his mouth to bite off the thread,” 
Dauphine recalled. “Then we just kept on 
going.” 

The front-running teams spent most of 
days 5 and 6 on the mountaineering and 
glacier-traverse leg. The 40-mile route, 
across ice fields at an altitude of 7,000 feet 
above sea level, introduced life-threatening 
hazards: ice falls, crevasses, and thousand- 
foot cliffs requiring a tyrolean traverse and 
several arduous rope climbs along several 
miles of fixed ropes. 

Descending to the next leg, teams faced 
44 miles of river rafting. Teams rode “class 
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IV” rapids of the glacier-fed Elaho River, 
battling raging chutes and troughs. Ahead 
lay Devil’s Elbow, one of the most danger¬ 
ous river crossings in British Columbia. 
Where the Elaho meets the Squamish 
River, rapids changed to “class III” and 
teams navigated through towering canyons 
of sheer granite to reach the final transi¬ 
tional area and a final leg. 

Team Reebok/Eco-Intemet crossed the 
finish line first in an amazing 6 days, 17 
hours, 44 minutes. It captured the $10,000 
first-place prize and a free entry into 1997’s 
by-invitation-only race, to be held in August 
in the outback of Queensland, Australia. 
Team Hewlett-Packard and Team Hi-Tec 
Adventure, whose members became friends 
along the grueling course, finished together in 
second place at 7 days, 10 hours, 48 minutes. 

Team Mountain Dew — Marine captains 
Owen West and Paul Montanus and civilian 
adventurers Robyn Benincasa, Alex Hall, 
and Mitch Utterback — finished eighth, in 7 
days, 22 hours, 32 minutes. Team U.S. Cav 
finished 11th in 8 days, 8 hours, 7 minutes. 
In 13^ place was Red Team: East Coast 
SEALs Joe Bums, Jody McIntyre, Arthur 
Toehike and John Hoffman, and Navy per¬ 
sonnel officer Pamela Kunze. 

“It’s a challenge,” Team Brigade’s Blum 
commented, perhaps in understatement. 
“It’s satisfying. It might suck while you’re 
doing it but ... the more gratifying and sat¬ 
isfying it is after it’s all said and done.” 

With two successful Eco-Challenges 
under his belt, event founder Burnett 


emphasizes this competition is not neces¬ 
sarily won by the most physically fit, or 
even youngest, individuals. The average age 
of competitors is 35. 

“I’d like to make it more problem-solv¬ 
ing oriented,” he said. “I don’t want it to be 
that this is won by the fittest, strongest 
team; I want this to be won by the team who 
uses their wits very well, and their 
resources, and who thinks. Like how to get 
stuff across the river with the rope, the 
equipment available. 

“It’s not about cardiovascular strength,” 
Burnett added. 

Georgia-based freelance writer Robin 
Postell specializes in coverage of adventure 
sports. She accompanied the support ele¬ 
ment of Team Brigade Quartermasters in 
Eco-Challenge '96. 

For information about the 1998 event, con¬ 
tact Ec o-Challenge, 9899 Santa Monica Blvd, 
Suite 208, Beverly Hills, CA 90212; phone: 
310-553-8855. ^ 


Combat Weaponcraft 


Continued from page 20 


and are virtually useless when you get them 
damp with sweat. 

Your job is to be in a position undetected 
where you can provide detailed on-scene 
intelligence and be able to shoot to resolve 
the situation if necessary. In some situations 


this means you have to get fairly close while 
remain undetected. That means good camo 
as well as field craft. White clothing 
designed for coyote hunting is available. Do 
not forget your rifle and binoculars. I have 
found that white athletic tape is a durable, 
removable camo. Be sure, however, not to 
allow it to interfere with any operation of 
your rifle or scope. Do not wrap it tightly 
around your barrel and fore end, as the pres¬ 
sure will affect your point of impact. I run it 
lengthwise in strips, again being careful not 
to bind the barrel to the stock. 

One last tip: Remember that when you 
are looking through the scope and have a 
clean view of the target, that doesn’t neces¬ 
sarily mean you have a clear shot . Your bore 
is 1.5 inches below your scope. If you are 
prone in a snow drift and the bullet hits any¬ 
thing, including the snow drift, it will throw 
your shot off. Be sure you have sufficient 
clearance for the bore. Check this when you 
assume your position and again before the 
shot. I find the fully adjustable Harris bipod 
to be very useful aid, almost like a portable 
adjustable bench rest. In taking a high-prone 
shot, such as when you are in 4 inches of 
snow, it can make the difference between a 
successful shot or not being able to take it, or 
— worse — missing. 

Remember: To do it on demand, you 
must think ahead, prepare for it, and train for 
it. You then have the odds on your side. 

Jeff Hoffman is president of Black Hills 
Ammunition. ^ 




■ . » 

NAVY ARMS CO. ? Dept. SOF, 689 Bergen Blvd., Ridgefield 
Phone (201) 945-2500 *Fax (201) 945-685' 


Known for it's fine replica firearms, Navy Arms is also one of America's premier importers of military surplus. Ask 
your dealer to contact us regarding our inventory of .308 No.l MKIII Enfields, "Jungle Carbine" Replicas, 91/30 
Sniper rifles, W.W.I and W.W.II Mauser rifles.... just to name a few! A wide selection of surplus and commercial 
ammunition is also available. For the replica arms enthusiast, send $2.00 for our full color catalog packed with 
black powder and cartridge reproductions ranging from the 18th Century to the Old West era. Dealers send a copy 
of your F.F.L. for a FREE catalog and inclusion on our military surplus / wholesale specials mailing list. 


MAY 1997 * SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


71 































FREE Catalog! 




BUY 

DIRECT 

Save 

UP TO 

cn% 




#1 WORLD SUPPLIER 
BODY ARMOR 


Discover The Amazing 
Power Of Night Vision, 
The largest selection & 
guaranteed lowest price ( 
on top quality 
1st 2nd, & 3rd gen. 


This Class 11-A- 
Kevlar soft body 
armor will defeat the 
.45 ACP, .357 Mag., 

9mm. 00 Buck and 
knife attack. Tested 
at the Aberdeen 
Proving Grounds by 
the U.S. Government 
Edgewood Arsenal. 

Front and back pro¬ 
tectors: $220. Side 
Panels: $45 per set. Trauma plate $35. Sizes S, M, L, XL 

ALSO: Reloaded Ammunition: .38 spl. I58gr. FMJ 
$125/M, 9mm 115gr. FMJ $125/M, 40cal. 180 gr. FMJ 
$165/M, .45 ACP 230 gr. FMJ $165/M. Reloading since 1974. 


DEALER PRICED 


The best 1st, 2nd, & 3rd gen 
spotting & Tff1 f 


SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO: - 

IP Pa 1441 w - John St., Matthews, NC28106 
’Sill Phone: (704) 847-8793 Fax (704) 847-4447 

U UU. Established 1970 


The best 2nd & 3rd 
weapon sights 


Clip coupon and mail to address below. 

Please send me the FREE 
COb 64-Page Catalog! 


PROTECT YOUR PRIVACY 

ON YOUR PHONE, FAX & MODEM 
WITH AN INLINE INTRUDER ALERT 

MONEY BACK GUARANTEED ALLOW 4-6 WKS DELIVERY. SEND 
$149.95 + $10.00 POSTAGE & HANDLING, 
SAE. TO: TELEBUG DISTRIBUTORS INC. 
P.0. BOX 138, THORNHILL, 

ONT. L3T 3N1, CANADA 

1 -800-795-5BUG 


Call now toll-free for a lechnical 
^— 1 consultation, FREE full color i 

•2 Year Mananfll brochure, and price quote: 

•10 Doq Moneq-bach Guarantee 1-888-SEE‘NfTE ■ 
► *30 Day Store Credit 1-888-733-6483 

•emceed 1 Year Full Credit vuo, amex, Discover 
’ Touiard Oni] Higher End Unit tewm-hm mwim*™ 

Httek International • 484 El Cnmino Real • Redwood Gty, (A 94062 


Address 


Worldwide, Inc. 

P.O. Box 565 • Dept SD1 • Moultrie, GA 31776 


We Proudly Present the 


GHILLIE SUIT 


NOW YOU CAN GEL 


MADE 

IN 

THE 

U.S.A. 


NIJ Certified 
and 

U.S. Gov. 
Approved 


ID by MAIL 


20 S0URCES-FULLY ILLUSTRATED 
!• Birth and Baptismal Certificates 
!• Drivers Licenses (blank)— 50 States 

• Blank Social Security Cards 

• College Degrees—Bachelors, MA, PhD 

• High School Diplomas, also GED 

• Photo ID Cards—all 50 States 

• “Professional” ID Cards—over 200 Styles 
;• Job Reference Kits, Past W-2 Forms 

• Foreign & Camouflage Passports 

• Police/Military ID and Patches 

• Photographer ID, Press Credentials 

• Embossing Seals, Rubber Stamps 

• “Do-It-Yourself” ID Kits 

• Secured MasterCard at 2X Deposit 

ALL-NEW 64-PG. BOOK! _ __ 


COMPLETE LINE OF 
CONCEALABLE VEST 

AS LOW AS 


AND TACTICAL, 
INCLUDING FLAK JACKET, 
HTV, NATO ASSAULT 
AND DESERT STORM 

STARTING AT 

$ 499.95 

For Armor Catalogue send $4.00 
or $15.00 for 1500 page complete set 

Inter-American 
Security Products, Inc. 

13605 S . Dixie HwySuite 136-1 
Miami , Florida 33176-7252 
Ph.: (305) 256-0370 
FAX: (305) 256-9587 
E-Mail: interam @thenet.net 


ID by MAIL 


The Ghiliie Suit concept was born Tonf Sprfn the 
highlands of Scotland by game keepers who protected 
wildlife from poachers. The Ghiliie Suit provided 
unparalleled concealment then, and still does today. 

International Ghiliie Suits, Inc. offers over 20 models of 
suits as well as Ghiliie Covers for hunting rifles 
(Remington 700 etc.), Ghiliie Bands for assault 
weapons, scopes, bipods etc., drag bags and much 
more. Join the proud fraternity of hunters and profes¬ 
sionals using the ultimate camouflage system. For full 
color catalog and current price list, send $10 U.S., 
overseas $17, retundable with Ghiliie Suit purchase, to: 

International Ghiliie Suits., Inc. 


Cash, Check, Money Order, 
Visa/MC accepted, No CODs 

EDEN PRESS 

Box 8410-AD 
Fountain Valley, CA 92728 

P) Latest Book Catalog FREE 


Name. 


Address, 


RO. Box 505 

Hamptonville, NC 27070 
















































































Ill 

wfaw 

yihfeRiitsrfcffi&iPjxtel 




r&SSitl 




When calling 911 
just won't do... 


H?r7i5V- 

1 


IhnS^pail 


Now you can develop the hody you’ve always dreamed 
of in only 25 minutes a day! Safe, adjustable impulses 
work Abs, Pecs, Biceps, Quads, Lats, all muscles. Fully 
upgradeable up to 8 pads. Results guaranteed in 30 
days or your money back! (less a 15% restock fee). 

m'HNi L'A ur. m acA urns (XESMHKSP^b 

Wave Form : Bi-Phusic Mjujre pulse. 

Output : Constant current. 

Pads : 4.<Upgnideab1e M b or8) .jBL. II 

Intensity : Adjustable It-100 rnA peak into 

500 ohm load each channel 1 

Pulse Rate Adjustable 2 Hz-120 Hz. 

Pulse Width: 250 microseconds 

Ramp Time Adjustable 1-8 seconds. H 

ON Time Adjustable I-30 seconds. fj'U'frl'fM fl 

OFF Time Adjustable 1-30 seconds ^*T*Hi H 

Battery : One 9 volt battery. MM 

Si?c I X 2.5 X 3.75 inches! JH 


• Industry Leader Since 1991! 

• Biggest Selection in the USA! 

• Guaranteed Lowest Prices! 

• Super Specials: Now Save up to 40%! 

• 2-Year Warranty! 

• Optional Lifetime Warranty! 

• Iron-Clad Money-Back Guarantee! 


P<ra.fd.yu* 


piiS 

psgsipi 

pniiaw^l 


mm 

friKL-iaii-T 

?PP£H 

j£4jii|Sj3p 


This marvel of miniaturized elec¬ 
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l.a: law enforcers 

209 W. Walnut • Yakima, WA 98902 
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I Prices may vary depending on sizes. Please call for 

additional prices and items as well as a 1997 catalog. 


Crime Prevention is a 
Multi-million Dollar Business! 
Larry Anderson OUR DEVICES SELL LIKE CRAZY! 

President 

We carry the best line of security sprays, stun guns, 
personal sound alarms, burglar alarms and much more. 
We specialize in offering the best security products at 
the very best wholesale prices. 

We can meet or beat any price on the market. 


10% Pepper Sprays 


Electronic Stun Guns 

Security Plus® Security Plus® 

100,000 Volt |*4 Ay 300,000 Volt 
Straight or HjH j|B^ Curved Only 


Lifetime Warranty - G.l. Specs! 
ONLY __ 

$275.00 1 — 

t i»-7n i c un no rw ' \ 


NOW OR FAX 617-279-3215 

NO OBLIGATION • NO SALESMAN 


51/2 lbs., Folding Stock Extends From 21" to 32’ 
Prepaid-Add $7.00 for S&H COD $9.50 


GLOBAL SCHOOL OF INVESTIGATION 
171 S. PARK ST. STONEHAM, MA 02180 


Call today for FREE parts catalog! 

-|P.O. Box 367 

Q Q Avondale Estates, GA 30002 

D Order Line 1-800-858-0809 


_STATE _ ZIP 

• FREE INFORMATION 


CRYSTAL CONTROLLED 
VHF/FM TRANSMITTER 
W/ RECEIVER & RECORDER 

VOICE 

TRANSMITTER 


WORLD’S FINEST MILITARY AND ADVENTURE EQUIPMENT 

Our catalog , over 120 full color 
pages, has the equipment you 
need for your outdoor adventures! 

• Boots 

• GPS r s 

• Hi-Tech Optics 

• Night Vision 

• Collectibles 

• Memorabilia 

• Knives 

• Shooting Accessories 

• Official & Tactical Uniforms 
Gear for — 

• Camping & Survival 

• Military 

• Paintball 

• Climbing & Rappelling 


si mirrioNi 

a^fFMYONEH 

$ 33 95 s 35 95 * 


Size - 2"x 3" 

2000' range (line of sight) 
170 MHZ-range 
Sensitivity: 

85 db spt® ±7khz FM 
8 Channels available 
Freq. Response: 
100-10,000 hz 
Battery life: 

9V Alkalineoi2hrs. 

9V L'ithium«=20 hrs. 
Transmitter compatible 
with any programmable 
scanner. 


■MSS FIEIC JACKETS 

;i®jiwfoodiari^ Stive Drab, Tiger Stripe, 
(jUSTBlack, Navy, Khaki. Add $4.00 for xx 

pi® PULLOVER PARKA 

M jto/oodland, Olive Dfab* Tiger stripe, 
, t :-;|piack, Navy, Khaki*. Add $4.oo for xx 

f§|»LPHA MA-1 

SPsage or Blacker Navy.. 

m ALPHA CWU-45P 

Iffjjtf sage or Black... 

fSCOOPER USAF A-2 
^LEATHER JACKETS 

pM 36 - 46 Reg,. 

IlLc. L ALICE PACK 

fSjBoilve Med. 


FCC APPROVED 


Transmitter: $150.00 +$7 shipping 

MicroRecorder, 4hr. Voice Activated: $150.00 +$7 shipping 
Programmable Scanner: $150.00 +$7 shipping 

For comprehensive 50 page catalog of Micro 
Video, Telephone Surveillance Devices, Long 
Play Recorders, Surveillance and Counter- 
Surveillance and much more send $3.00. 
For more information call 407-725-1000. 

USI CORP 

P.O. Box SF2052 • Melbourne, FL 32902 
COD’S OK 


SATISFACTION GUARANTEED! 


Call For Your FREE Catalog 


Mail proper amount plus 6.75 (double for Canada), 

{TN residents add 8.25% sales tax) 
for shipping and handling to: 

GREENE MILITARY 

7215 Kingston Pike, Dept.. SF. Knoxville, TN 37919J 
Order Toll Free 1-800-521-7977 In TN (615) 588-5945 
satlsactlon Guaranteed or Your Money Bade 


1-502-351-1164 International 


See What’s New On Our Website! 
http://www.usca v. com 
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j Become a gun 
repair expert! 


This pro m i L _ L ;. o ~4| 

fessional 
level 

study course shows j ¥' 
you how to do expert 
work on firearms of all 
r,, ^ n ds. Send or call 24 hours a 
[§ .4J day for free career literature. 

; Call 800-223-4542 


WgM 


Battle Packs: Seated, Watertight package 
contains 10 boxes of 30 rds. each=300 Rds. 

Cases: Factory Sealed case contains 
3 Battle Packs=27Q0 Rds. 

BATTLE PACKS...#SA1...$55.00 
SPECIAL: 3 Battle Packs (900 rds.) $155.00 
CASES...#SA2...$427,00 

We accept checks, Money Orders and VISA & MC (Visa/MC 
Orders must add 3% to price) 

FREE SHIPPING in Continental US! 

Dealers call for Quantity Discount Prices 

Mill order & tax cuitomer* must Include photocopy of drivers license and a 
aigned statement to read: I certify that I am 21 years of age and no federal, state 
or local laws prohibit this purchase." 


THIS PRODUCT IS TO BE TAKEN Orally. 

100% Natural, No harmful side effects. 

S&K LABS Boron 

Can greatly Increase your muscle , mass, strength and 
sin j. Industry claims Testosterone levels up to 300%! 
Greatly enhance your physical appearance (iterally 
sculpting your own body with huge, healthy, HARD 
MUSCLEl 

Get that lean awesome tody builder physique now with 
one 3 month cycie for only SI4.95! 

If you are not completely satisfied with the growth you 
obtain withirt 15 days return it for a full refund. 

MONEY BACK GUARANTEE! 

To get your super anabolic growth cycle from: 

S&K LABS 


Phone (_)_ 


School of Gunsmithing, Dept GGF171 

PCDI, 6065 Roswell Rd., Atlanta, Georgia 30328 
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WEAPONSIGHTS 


SI 4.95 + S&H CODs WELCOME! 

Use your personal check over the phone or order by cash on delivery 


AFFORDABLE HIGH QUALITY NIGHT VISION - ' TNT CORP. 


C ORDER N0WM1-800-275-7822 
TO MONEY BACK GUARANTEE fgm 


One Bottle (3) Month Cycle 
314.95 +$5.00 S&H 

SPECIAL Buy (2) Bottles Get (1) FREE! 
$29.90 + $5.00 S&H 

Add $10.00 for Priority Mail 

International orders add 25%. c.o.d.'s U.S. only 
Yes, I would like a catalog with my order. 


Precision NigfiffStope 
•2nd Generation 

• Hard Case Included 
•Eicon mStary mount me. 

• 10 Day Money-Back Guar. 
•2 Year Warranty 4 


- V y Versatile Spotting Scope M ' yHfiflHF 

<* •2 W) or :v a Generation 

3 *|R Illuminator 

C ■ , uj •Hard Case Included 

I ^ •Camera and Heodmount Adapt. 

P 1 S fc—^ ♦2 Yoor Warranty 

rra Coflege BtvdSuife 221 Roseville CA 95661 (916-791-5255) FAX 916-791-6211 l(l 

L hbH mojiar credit cards acxxqptsd- 


Name 


mm mm m 

HiSiSSl 


Bill* 


* ‘NATO M193 SPEC *.55GR FMJ 
‘BRASS CASE ‘BERDAN PRIMED 
•WATERTIGHT PACKAGING ‘NON-CORROSIVE 
‘PERFECT FOR LONG TERM STORAGE 


WARNING! DON'T GET FOOLED BY FRAUDS' 

Olher companies claiming to have similar.' boiler aH irt one products 
can t compare because ot m g dosage.'Ask compare bewate' 


NIC, InC. Law Enforcement Supply 
500 Flournoy Lucas Rd. Bldg. #3-SOF1096 
Shreveport, LA 71106 

TOLL FREE 888-642-0007 FAX 318-688-1367 


S&K Labs, 2637 E. Atlantic Blvd.. Suite 101 
Pompano Beach, Florida 33062 


ADVERTISERS INDEX 


Automatic Knife Resource 


Guide.9 

Benchmade.22 

Bud K Worldwide.72 

Chase-Durer..Cover 4 

Computer Business 

Services.65 

Countermeasures.17 

David Steele Enterprises .... 73 

Delta Press ..68 

Direct Action Video..13 

Eden Press.,.72 

Excalibur Enterprises.8 

Freebooter.17 

Global School of 

Investigation.74 

Greene Military.74 

Hitek.........72 

Institute for Research 

on Small Arms.12 

Intelligence Inc.Cover 3 

Inter-American Security 
Products .. 72 


International Ghillie Suits .... 72 


Kel-Tec CNC Industries....... 11 

Kramer Handgun Leather.... 14 


L.A. Law Enforcers.74 

LOTI Group Productions 24,64 

LRRP K-9 Services.73 

Machine Gun News.20 

Matthews Police Supply Co. 72 

Maxsell Corp.15 

Medusa...Cover 2 

Michigan Body Armor.66 

Military Book Club.5 

Morovision.. 73 

Navy Arms Company.71 

NIC. Inc. Law Enforcement 

Supply... 75 

Paladin Press.7 

Pinnacle Books.23 

Police Supply Store.69,76 

Professional Career 

Development.74, 75 

RPB.74 

S&K Products..... 73 

S&K Labs.75 

Shotgun News.66 


Silver Creek... 73 

Silverman’s......73 

SOF Back Issues.67 

SOF Convention.25 

SOF Subscriptions.19 

SOF Three-Gun Match.70 

Southern Ordnance.. 69 

Sovietski Collection 

(Fulcrum) .65 

Special Services.21 

Steiner. 12 

Steve Arnold’s Gunroom.63 

STIP.64 

Tactical Night Technologies . 75 

Telebug......... 72 

Timothy’s Place.9 

U.S. Cavalry.74 

United Cutlery.20 

USI Corp.74 


ADVERTISING POLICY: Publication of 
any advertisement in Soldier Of Fortune 
Magazine is not an endorsement of the 
advertiser of the product(s) or service(s) 
advertised, either by SOF Magazine or 
by the Editor and Publisher. 
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The Hobbit’s Fang 

New for 1997 from Round Eye Knife & Tool Co. 


\ 


NOT JUST A NECK KNIFE. The Hobbit’s Fang has a unique complete carry system. With the Kydex 
belt/pocket attachment the Hobbit’s Fang can be earned in over 16 different modes to fit your needs. With the 
Hobbit’s Fang you have the choice of using either the Para Cord or 1/8 Premium Stainless Steel Ball Chain 
We use .093 Kydex in all our Sheaths and Cany' Systems not the flimsy .060 our competitors use. The Hobbit's 
Fang is available in High Carbon Steel and ATS-34 both models are coated in Black T®for total corrosion 


protection. 

The Hobbit Warrior 
Now in Three Different Steel Options 
ATS-34 and High Carbon Black T finish 
and Presentation Damascus 

To make the Hobbit more affordable we now offer it 
in High Carbon Steel, like our ATS-34 model we 
encapsulate the entire knife in Black T®giving our 
customers the best of everything. Low Price, High 
Carbon Steels Ductility, Edge Retention and Total 
Corrosion Resistance. All three Models come with 
our heavy duty .093 Kydex Sheath designed for 
multiple carry options. 


OAL 6.25" 
Blade 2.25" 
Weight 2 oz. 





High Carbon 

$149.95 

ATS-34 

$224.95 

Damascus 

$424.95 


Steel Hobbit 
Trainer 

Designed to 
Closely Duplicate 
the Hobbit's 
Weight and 
Balance With a 
Safe Rubber 
Butt Cap 
S35.95 




High Carbon S49.95 ATS-34 S84.95 
Included with Knife, Kydex Sheath, 28 inch Ball Chain, 30 
inch Para Cord, Belt/Pocket Attachment & 2 Screw' Posts 

Why do we use the most expensive protectant coating in the 
industry? Simply because Black T®is the best. It has over 400 times 
the resistance to saltwater corrosion than it’s closest competitor. Black 
T®is the only subsurface finish. Meaning it won’t capillary' action like 
surface coatings. Utilizing Black T®we can offer our knives in high 
carbon steel which has excellent ductility, edge holding abilities and 
ease of sharpening with out the corrosion associated with these steels. 
Even ATS-34 (which isn’t very stainless) benefits when coated with 
Black T® The reason Americas premiere folding knife manufacturer 
Benchmade Knives Inc. specifies Black T®on a number of their ATS- 
34 models. Powder Coat, Robar, Kal Guard, Hard Chrome. Nothing 
can hold a candle to Black T®when it comes to protecting your Blade. 


Coming Soon the Full Sized “Gijan Warrior” in mid 1997 The Way It Was Meant to Be 
Late 1997 the Folding Pocket Hobbit with the revolutionary 
“Round Eye Rolling Lock” (Patent Pending) 

the STRONGEST LOCKING MECHANISM in existence with over 2200 lbs of holding strength, 
(and you thought 145 lbs was something to cheer about.) 


EAST COAST DISTRIBUTOR 
PRIME ACCESSORIES 
COMPANY 
1160 Gallatin Suite 109 
Nashville, TN 37115 
Phone (615) 868-4663 
FAX (615)865-6198 


MANUFACTURED BY 
ROUND EYE KNIFE & TOOL 
COMPANY 
P.O. BOX 818 
SAGLE, ID 83860 
Phone (208)265-8858 
FAX(208)263-0848 
email: roundeye@nitllink.com 


WEST COAST DISTRIBUTOR 


THE POUCE SUPPLY STORE 
www.pulicesupply.com 


phone (800) 998-7007 
Fax (800) 998-7006 
email: sales@polieesupply.com 
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CLASSIFIED 


Soldier of Fortune Advertising Rates And Requirements 

Classified Advertising: S3 per word per insertion, $60 minimum. 

You may prepay two months for 10% discount; six months for 20% 
discount; or take 30% off for 12 months prepaid ($2.10/word). filNEB™ 
INTERNET ADs are just $20 extra. See below for details. Repeat 
your same ad in another section for half price. $10 charge for copy 
changes on long-term ads (new address, Dept. #/key code, etc.). 
“Dingbats” ( ✓, #: ■ ), bold words (other than first 3-4): $5.00/each 
extra. Computer word count of grammatically correct copy. EXAMPLE: 
PO Box 693 = 3 words; 80306 and 303-449-3750, Dl, 20mm, etc. 
each = 1 word; abbreviations such as DI, SGT, 20mm = 1 word. No 
ads accepted by telephone. Ad copy must be typed. If you cannot 
type it, include an additional $10, and print clearly. Include 
authorizing signature, mailing address, telephone or fax number 
(for our files) and e-mail address if available. Mail classified ads 
with payment to Omega Group Advertising, ATTN: Classified Dept., 
at address below. E-mail your ad for 5 free words. We also accept 
display ads by e-mail. 


Notice To Advertisers: 

We reserve the right to refuse any ad for any reason and to delete or 
change any copy that we consider objectionable, false or in poor 
taste. It is our policy not to accept advertisements for: 

• Personal services, including ‘will do anything* or ‘go anywhere* type ads. 

• Nazi memorabilia and racist, misogynist or anti-Semitic materials, and any 

material which in our opinion may encourage illegal acts. 

• Sexually oriented material such as pornography and explicit telephone 

services. 

• Drug oriented material, stimulants, poisons and paraphernalia, except for 

legal pharmaceuticals. 

• Matchmaking, introduction and ‘mail-order bride* services. 

• Illegal and counterfeit documentation, identification papers and military 

certificates. 

• Locksmilhing tools and materials, except for ads from bonded schools of 

locksmithing. 

• Explosives and related materiel, except for recognized military and civil 

contractors. 

• Any materials in conflict with U.S. law and the mission and desired 

perception of Soldier of Fortune and Omega Group. 

We accept no ads without signed authorization or an insertion order. 
Advertisers offering information packets for a fee must send sample 
(non-returnable). 

All ads must be prepaid (check, wire transfer, money order or Visa/MC). 


Display Advertising: Rates start at $l40/month for 1” (2.5 cm) 
boxed text ads in our classified section. We will typeset such ads (up 
to 2Vi x 4” size) for a 1-rime charge of $10, and we will include 
appropriate clip art for an additional $20. Supply Depot rates start at 
$296/month for a 1/12 ,h page ad and $407/month for 1/6* * page. 
Regular display rates start at $519/month for 1/6* page B&W ads; 
$1245 for full color. Rates quoted here are based on a 12x contract. We 
give generous discounts for digital materials and offer professional graphic 
design services at reasonable prices. We will give any display advertiser 
30% off on classified advertising ($2.10/word). We will do anything we 
can to reduce your rates if you work with us on holding down our costs. 

ft WEB™ INTERNET ADs are now available on the Soldier of Fortune 
web site (www.sofinag.com) at special introductory prices. Classified 
advertisers: Pay $20/month in addition to your print ad cost for each text 
ad; $30/month for small display ads. Free fiWEB™ tag for your print text 
ad included. Display advertisers: $ 50/month surcharge for B&W ads, 
$ 100/month color. Limited availability; some restrictions apply. Prices 
subject to change. Inquire for rates on hypertext links to your site. 


Hold Harmless Agreement: 

By authorizing placement of advertisement in Soldier of Fortune, 
advertiser agrees to abide by all applicable local, state, national and 
international laws governing his product or service. Advertiser further 
agrees that Soldier of Fortune and Omega Group shall have no liability 
beyond the price charged for the advertisement in the event of any 
losses incurred by him due to his ad running (or not running) in 
Soldier of Fortune. 

Notice To Readers 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE is an adult magazine of national and 
international distribution. There may be products advertised or 
described herein for which sale, possession or interstate transportation 
is restricted, prohibited or subject to special licensing requirements. 
Soldier Of Fortune does not verify validity of every advertisement and/ 
or the legality of every product offered. Purchasers should consult 
their local law enforcement authorities. Soldier Of Fortune does not 
intend for any product or service advertised to be used illegally. 
Should any reader have a problem with an advertiser, he should seek 
assistance from his nearest postal inspector and also contact our 
advertising department. Soldier of Fortune and Omega Group assume 
no responsibility nor liability for any losses incurred by purchasers 
due to non-compliance with applicable laws or for any other reasons. 
Caveat emptor : buyer beware. 


Contact us at: Omega Group Advertising, 5735 Arapahoe Ave., Boulder, CO 80303-1340 
tel. 1-303-449-3750 ext. 4; fax 1-303-444-5617; e-mail advert@sofrnag.com 



U.S. MILITARY INSIGNIA 

1940 through Current 
Large Catalog, $3.00 
SAUNDERS 

Box 3133 »SF * Naples, FL 33939-3133 





TEFLON COATED BULLETS, Do-it- yourself kit, 
super velocity, penetration, accuracy, cooler auto-fire, 
eliminates jamming. Send $9.95: Compuline Corp., 2 
Carlton Ave., East Rutherford, NJ 07073 




SIS,00+ $3.00 Stripping & Handling 

Atlas Enterprises * r.D. box 355-sf 
E rifif:mom. PA I9Q28»(010)325-7746 


mmsmmnm 

QWEB 1 " MEN OF ACTION AND ADVENTURE - 
Paladin Press has been described as u the most dangerous 
press in America.'’ Millions of satisfied readers disagree. 
Outrageous and controversial books and videos on 
firearms, exotic weaponry, new identity, creative 
revenge, espionage and investigation, privacy, action 
careers, and more! Our 72-page catalog describing over 
750 titles is *2.00. PALADIN PRESS, Box 1307-7GST, 
Boulder, CO 80306, 1-800-392-2400. E-mail: 

pala@nniii.com. Web site: www.paladtn-press.com 


✓SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine Binder. Holds 12 
issues, $12.00 plus $4.00 P&H. VISA/MC accepted. No 
CODs. SOF BINDER, PO Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306. 



Order 2 knives & get FREE! Swiss Army Knifej 
Check or M O to PERFORMANCE KNIVESI 

1202 Lexington Ave (Rm 192 Dept SA-5), New York, NY 10028 | 


^Limited offer, ACT NOW 1-800-324-4371J 


WHO KILLED KENNEDY? Assassination research 
materials; Videocassettcs, photographs, books, 
unpublished manuscripts. Catalogue: $3.00. 
COLLECTOR’S ARCHIVES; Box 2, Beaconsfield, Quebec. 
H9W 5T6 (Canada). 
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'SKELETON KEY- 

Works With Most Locks 

Amaze Your Friends 

With A Lock Picking Demonstration. 

You get 3 sized tension keys, the slide pick, 
precise instructions, & More. Note: this device 
is to be used for demonstration purposes only! 
Satisfaction Guaranteed or Full Refund; 2 weeks delivery. Visit 
us on the internet at http://www.imall.com/stores/safemarket 
Get Nsecttig device, Send NOW OdySa.95 + $2 S&H to: Safe Marketing, 
-113 N. Washington St. No.366SF, Rockville Md 20350 — 
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Men: 
Move to 
Paradisel 

Want to live in 
paradise? 

You can! 

In this exciting new 
book you’ll discover 
ways that you can 
enjoy a fabulous 
tropical lifestyle! 

Contains EVERYTHING YOU NEED including; 

A “Female" informal loo — "Can’t miss” paradises for 
sizzling romance. Enjoy hot romance with beautiliil 


foreign women- regardless of your age, income or looks! 
Business informaflon — Best business opportunities 

* ~.. ... ' 

Job Information - 


f 
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and sources of financing. Get rich wlule having fun! 

Great jobs and how to get them, No 
degree or foreign language required! 

Passport A Visa Information — Insiders’ secrets to 
getting visas and keeping them current! 

Others are doi/sg it and so can you — Order now! 

Mention this ad & save 55 off the regular price of 524.95 
Now only $19.95 + $£.00 Shipping & Handling 
Visa/MC/Amex/Discova orders Call (800)460-5056 
or Mail check or money order to; Alexander & Watson, 
P.O. Box 330155 * Suite 7051, Ft. Worth TX 76163. 
FAST SHIPPING • MONEY BACK GUARANTEE! 
* Cannot be found In book stores. • 
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^Outdoor Careers! 

I Home study. Train for a career in conser- 

i vation, forestry, wildlife, parks, zoos, more. 

Free Literature: 800-223-4542 


| PTy/Stat* _ 


*( ) 


. The School of Conservation, Dept. NNF171 

|^CD1^6M^sw^RtLAilama L GA20328^ 





These different schools 
are scattered all over the 
entire U.S. For a com¬ 
plete listing, send $49.95 
to: Johnson & Bailey 
Productions, P.O. Box 
4545, Cary, NC 27511 


BOUNTY HUNTER] 
TRAINING I 
SCHOOLS ! 


✓MILITARY/INFO PUBLISHING. Twenty unique 
books on Military Science and 1200+ manuals. Catalog 
15.00: Miliraiy/Info, P.O. Box 27640-SF, Golden Valley, 
MN 55427 


QWEB™ SOLDIER OF FORTUNE RUSSIA! Collectors 
item, published in Moscow. Various months. Invaluable 
resource for researchers, military and intelligence 
professionals. Printed in Russian only. $5.00 cach/3 for 
$12. Overseas, add $10 for Priority Mail. SOF Back 
Issues, 5735 Arapahoe Ave., Boulder, CO 80303-1340. 
Www.sofmag.com 


SURVEILLANCE 

COUNTERSURVEILLANCE 
Electronic Devices 


• Hidden Video Cameras / Systems 

• "Smallest" Pinhole Board Cameras 

• Transmitter Kits • Voice Changers 

• Bug and Phone Tap Detectors 

• Shotgun Mies • Micro Recorders 

• Vehicle Tracking • Locksmithing 

• Telephone Recording Systems 

• Telephone Scramblers 
• Much More... 


Catalog $5.00 

Shy Cutlet 

P.O. Box 337, Buffalo NY 14226 
(716) 691-3476 / 695-8660 


Need NEW ID O 

CREDIT • PRIVACY • 


OUR BOOKS HELP YOU GET: New identity & credit. 

• Jobs in 48 hours. College degrees. ID by mail. 

* Cash income. Private loans. Foreign passports. 
FREE 40 pg. PRIVACY CATALOG: 800-338-8484 
EDEN PRESS ♦ Box8410-HB* Fountain Valley, CA 92728 



TELEPHONE 
SURVEILLANCE DEVICE 

W/12 HR. RECORDER 

Autorralicalfy record all incoming and outgoing 
calls! $99.95+ 5.00 sh. Telephone surveillance 
device $19.95 +12 sh (seperatety) 

VERY POWERFUL FM TRANSMITTER 

Transmits voice lo any FM radio up to H mi. Easy to 
assemble kit. Up to 9V (not inct.) $19.95 + $2 sh. 

For comprehensive £0 page catalog of Micro Video, 
VHF Transmitters, Surveillance & Counter- 
Surveillance and much more! Send $3.00. 

Call 407-725-1000 

USI CORP 

P.O. Box SF2052 ■ Melbourne, FL 32902 

COD'S OK 



1x1* 


Colony News — A National Independent, Patriotic 
monthly newsmagazine featuring articles on and from 
patriotic America. Domestic: $24,95 p/yr. Foreign; S75 
p/yr. - 12 Issues. Check, Money Order to- Colony Press 
1977 N. Olden Ave. Suite 230 Trenton NJ 08618. Visa, 
MC Phone 609-882-4490 


TRAVEL GUIDE FOR SINGLE MEN. Meet the 
beautiful women of Thailand, the Philippines, and 
Vietnam. Free catalog. 310-393-8596. 

✓KNOWLEDGE IS POWER! The Feds have a file on 
you! Use the FOIA to get that file! Send $10 for complete 
kit to: A.L. Rapier, 3647 Sunset Ave. #130, Rocky Mount, 
NC 27804. 


“Trauma Code” contains over 130 gripping and 
graphic photographs depicting Fire and Rescue in action 
on air, rail, auto crashes, extrications, body recoveries, 
fires, and more! $27.95 Postpaid to: Raven 
Entertainment, Dept. S30, P.O. Box 2130, Germantown, 
MD 20875 


R€GIM€NTAL INSIGNIA & UJCAPONAV 

• SAS • RAF . BLACK WATCH 

• PAAA • AM • CAMERONS 

• RSDG • RN • GUARDS etc. 



45 Page Illustrated Import Catalog $6.00 

BRITISH RCGAUfl IMPORTS 

Deportment-6 

P.O. Box 37 • Polm Harbor, FL 34683 



20 big acres in WESTERN MONTANA, starting at $19,950.00. 
Trout fishing, backpacking, camping. Elk, deer, moose, 
bear. ADJACENT to National Forest, near established 
towns. Yellowstone and Glacier National Parks nearby. 

GUARANTEED ACCESS, INSURED TITLE, WARRANTY 
DEED. FREE color brochure, photos, maps. 

FULL MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 
*Wteo Avafctte* 

CALL TOLL FREE 1-000-592-5990 

TREASURE STATE RANCHES 

210 Mhm*» Street. Dept S 
Deer Lodge, Montana 50722 — (406) 646-1000 


UNITED STATES SPECIAL FIELD FORCES 
National militia/well regulated. 
Chartered, accredited. Fed. tax 
exempt. Seeks leaders as volunteer 
officers in hometown. 25 & older, 
courageous and self-reliant. $5 brings 
information and Commission 
application. General Khan, 

Rt. 4 Box 34, Branford, FL 32008 



CLOTHING & FIELD GEAR 


MILITARY & OUTDOOR GEAR: Exciting new catalog, 
clothing, night vision equipment, hunting, camping, 
backpacking, military & outdoor equipment. Mail $1.00 
for catalog: M.O.G., Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 211667, 
Augusta, GA 30917. 



MILITARY COLLECTIBLES CATALOG 1900 TO 
PRESENT, LEE-JACKSON MILITARXA, P.O. Box 8663, 
San Jose, CA 95155. CaU 408-295-1136 or fax 408-288- 
6350 (mailing charges: foreign $8.00, domestic $5.00) 
credit cards accepted, U. S. Militaria wanted! 

BRITISH/SCOTTISH MILITARIA COLLECTORS. 

Regimental insignia and accessories of elite Regiments; 
including SAS; Paratroops; Royal Marines; Black Watch; 
Guards, etc. 45-page illustrated Import Catalog $6.00. 
BRITISH REGALIA IMPORTS, PO Box 37, Palm Harbor, 
FL 34683 

VIETNAM WAR INSIGNIA and Uniform List. I mail a 
list of Vietnam War Militaria six times per year. Lists are 
$4.00 each. Insignia arc pictured so you know what 
you are buying-1 always have a nice collection of original 
patches, insignia, books, maps, uniforms, field gear etc. 
Both U.S. and VC/NVA. I also buy singles and collections 
of Vietnam War souvenirs. 100% guarantee from me. 
Buy with confidence. BILL BROOKS, P.O. Box 230832. 
Montgomery, AL 36123. 

WWII RELICS! German, Japanese and American WW1I 
relics! Flags, daggers, uniforms, medals, helmets, 
insignia. Four bi-weekly illustrated catalogs, $10. 
Telephone: 612-689-1146. MILITARIA, Box 261-D, 
Cambridge, MN 55008. 


RHODESIAN AND SOUTH AFRICAN badges, medals, 
and uniforms to sale. For a list send $2 to KAPLANS, 
Box 890638, Lyndhurst 2106, South Africa. 


; T s 



■JiLLuiirM 


MULTI-MILLION DOLLAR BUSINESS Owner Finally 
Reveals Secrets! How you can start your own profitable 
homebased business today! From ideas to profits. 1- 
800-730-5240, ext,HB7770, (232) 


HIGH TECH COMMUNICATIONS! Earn $500+ daily! 
Video plus more, $30. ZJL, PO Box 2244, Ft. Campbell, 
KY 42223. 


✓MILITARY PRINTS. Ancient, Roman, Medieval, 
Revolutionary, Napoleonic, Civil, World Wars thru 
Desert Storm. Over 1,000 available. Free color flyers. 
WELLINGTON MILITARY ART, Dept. F, 9508 Sappington 
Rd, St. Louis, Mo. 63126 1-800-889-4978 


COMPUTERS, SOFTWARE 
ETC. 


✓New Category! Keep checking this section for the 
latest special purpose hardware and software. 
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BADGES 


YOUR CHOICE! 


$39,00 


• CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
•CONCEALED WEAPON PERMIT 
■ORGANIZED CRIME BUREAU 
•FEDERAL FIREARMS DEALER 
•U.S. BAIL RECOVERY AGENT 
•FUGITIVE ENFORCEMENT AGENT 

• COMMUNITY OBSERVER PATROL 

• REGISTERED EXECUTIVE BOOYGUARO 
•METRO VICE TASK FORCE 
•METROPOLITAN POLICE OFFICER 

All Badges As Described - No Special Engraving 
Add $3.00 USA Shpg $10 Foreign 
Color Catalog $1 (Free W/Order) 

WE SHIP WORLDWIDE 

MflXSELL CORPORATION 

4038 POWERLINE RD. • OEPTSOF 
FT. LAUDERDALE, FL 33309, USA 

(954) 568-1480 

http://www.maxsell.com 


IS YOUR PHONE TAPPED? 


Don't Let 'Em Bug You - Clean Your Lines! 

Intelligence Agencies Secret Revealed. Use this simple 
method to 'Clean" your phone lines. Every business and 
every household needs to know how. To receive this 
valuable information, send $3 and a self-addressed stamped 
envelope to: Horvath, Box 4916, Glen Allen, VA 23058 


PONDEROSA PRODUCTS 

• MRE’S (Meals Ready to Eat) with heaters 

• $55/12 assorted $53/12 (10 cases or more) 

• MRE Chocolate Covered Cookies $75/100 

• MRE Oatmeal Cookie Bars $75/100 

• USGI SS Mess Kit (new in box) $12 

• INFIATABLE KAYAK 30 guage pvc $100 

• CHEMUGHTS (Red/green/yeUow) $15/10 

• 120 HOUR STTRVTVAL CANDLE $15 

• USGI 1992 SURVIVAL MANUAL $18 

• WILDERNESS MEDICINE Manual $18 
Free shipping (USA) 25 page Catalog $1 

PONDEROSA SPORTS & MERCANTILE 
6854 Highway 55 (208-793-3121) 
_ Rend, Idaho 8J6Z9 _ 



TERMPAPER ASSISTANCE. 19,278 topics available! 
306-page catalog—rush <2.00. Research, 11322 Idaho, 
#206EX, Los Angeles, CA 90025. TOLL-FREE HOTLINE: 
800-351-0222 (or 310-477-8226). 


ACCREDITED CORRESPONDENCE Bachelor - Ph.D.: 
Business, Criminal Justice, Police Science, Security, etc. 
Free Catalog. St. John’s University, 31916SF University 
Circle, Springfield, Louisiana 70462. 

QWEB r “ Internet ads are now avallahle on the 
Soldier of Fortune web site Www.sofmag.com 
Classified advertisers: Pay $20/ month in addition to 
your print ad charge. Free QWE8™ tag for your print ad 
included. Display advertisers: $50/ month surcharge 
for B&W ads, $100/ month color. Limited availability; 
some restrictions apply. Prices subject to change. 


ELECTRONICS it 


CABLE DESCRAMBLER! Build for $12 with only 7 
Radio Shack pans. Instructions $8: F.A.S.T., Box 369* 
FS75, Pt. Salerno, FL 34992-0369- 


CABLE DESCRAMBLER KIT. Only $12.95 if you 
mention this magazine with your order. That’s $2.00 
off! I-800-752-1389- 


WORLD’S SMALLEST VIDEO TRANSMITTER $165, 
Pinhole video camera $195- Transmitter, camera and 
9V hattery fit into a cigarette pack!! Call 423-573-3311 



OVERSEAS, STATESIDE. $100-1000 daily. Now 
hiring. FREE list. ZINK’S 117, Box 587, Marshall, MI 
49068-0587. 


POLICE OFFICER EXAMINATION Score #1. Learn 
How! Test successfully with any law enforcement agency 
in the country. Free Information (702) 334-8605 


SEE OUR CATALOG ON COLOR VIDEO • We have the most 
complete stock of WWII German badges, caps, etc, in the U.S. 

^ GERMAN M-43 CAP (postpaid w/ video) 
(TAKE DOWN) Grey-Green 
wool with proper patch and 
buttons. State S, M or L 
Eniisted-$38, Officers-$42 
(same cap for S.S. 

BLACK- same prices) 
W.W.#2 LTD. Box 2063-F, ST. LOUIS, MO 63158 



MA-1 STYLE JACKETS 


Designed by SSG Hall, Vietnam Vet 

Longer and fuller than issue version. 
1st quality materials* workmanship, 
U.S.A. made. Reduced rates for 
SOF readers. Green/Orange lining. 

XL, XXL.... $34.95 


AVI REX™ MA-1 also available in 
gold, silver and navy blue. 

S,M,L.. ..$27.95 XL...$29.95 

Add $6.50 S&H, $1.50 for MC/Visa, 
TN residents add 8.25% sales tax. Please 
allow 2-4 weeks for delivery. Toll Free 
1-888-MA1-4MA1 (1-888-621-4621) or 
send check/MO order to: 

SSG Hall Outerwear 
101 Deer Lodge Hwy 
Sunbright, TN 37872 


O-^ 628 ISAOrojyr 

-BEWARE- 

The World’s Most Powerful Bkrwgooi 
■re DOWN A DIRTY! 

Write or Call For Immediate Info. 

J.W. McFARLIN COMPANY 

P.O. Box 209. Lake Havasu City, AZ 86405-0209 

_ Tel. (520) 855-8095 



GET A MERCHANT MARINER’S DOCUMENT. Ticket 
to the world. Issued by U.S. Coast Guard, certifies you 
as a Merchant Seaman. Complete kit. All forms, 
instructions, employment guide, included. Guaranteed. 
Only $19 to: Green River, POB 177, Princeton, LA 71067- 
0177. 


1 ESPIONAGE/ 





50,000 MAPS: topographic, Tactical Quads, Travel, 
Political. Vietnam, Bosnia, Ohio, Anyplace! 7700 Air 
Photos. Catalog $3 00 (refundable). MONARCH, Box 
42003-203F, Phoenix, AZ 85080. 



MONEY AVAILABLE NOW! Let the Government 
Finance your business idea. Satisfaction Guaranteed. 
CaU Toll Free: 1-800-226-3601, Extension BF7770. 


IREAR 

IGCESI 


✓ Ml Garands for sale by U.S. Government! 
Shipped from Federal arsenals. Information, $5.00. 
Centurion Services, 608 Stonewall Lane, Fredericksburg, 
VA 22407. 



LOST DOCUMENTS REPLACED. Birth Certificates, 
College/University degrees. Diplomas. Fast delivery. 
High quality Low price. Free info: (954) 568-1480 24 
hrs, http./Avww.maxsell.com 


r FS BOOK COMPANY ^ 

P.O. BOX 417457, DEPT. SF 
SACRAMENTO, CA 95841-7457 
Free Shipping! Fast Service! 

How to Get Anything on Anybody.$30 

The Whole Spy Catalog, 448 pages. 

Screw the Bitch, Divorce Tactics lor Men...E2fl 

The Anarchist Cookfr&ofc..,^. rr ., r ..53fl 

Get Even: Complete Book of Dirty Trlcks...$20 
Homemade Guns & Homemade Ammo........$15 

The Poor Man’s James Bond #1, or #2..$3D 

Privacy, How to Get IE, How to Enjoy H.,$1& 

Counterfeit I.D. Made Easy.,-,,,,.,,,.,-E1G 

The Rip-off Book..$15 New ID In America .S t? 
The Outlaw's Bible..$20 The Paper Trip 
Reborn in The U.S.A..$16 Armed Defense..$17 

Ditching Your Debts.$15 Free Space-, $15 

How to Buy Land Cheap..S15 Silent Death..$t7 
WE SPECIALIZE IN DRUG EDUCATION BOOKS 
MANY CENSORED TITLES WE CAN'T USTt 

FAX 1 -916-771 -4201 FS Cata log. 

Adults Only! CA Res. Add 7.75% 
Air Mail Delivery (USA) Add $3 Per Book. 
All Orders Are Shipped In A Plain Package. 

$3 Pro. Fee on Credit Card Orders 
Credit Card Orders 1-800-635-8883 
Customer Service 1-916-771-4203 
24,000 Titles www.fsbookco.com 

.SERVING YOU SINCE 1985j 



BE A PARALEGAL! 

• Attorney-instructed home study course. Train 

I now for one of America's fastest growing careers. 

Free literature: 800-223-4542 

I Name__ Age 

_PTiooa ( ) _ 


I 

I^PCdT, 6065 Roswe”Road" AtiantZ^GA30328 


School of Paralegal Studies, Dept. LLF171 
-- .l, GA 3 


New Surveillance Devices! 


Smoke Alarm Ultra miniature video cameras hidden in smoke 
and Table Clock alarm or alarm dock - ^our choice. Wide field of view 
Vkie^Cameras and super .1 lux low light sensitivity! Undetectable! 
SC-600 TC-70 High quality B/W with 420 lines of 

m resolution for ultra sharp images. 


I 3EH2SL $189.95- 

Best price on surveillance cameras anywhere! 

Telephone Transmitter Kil hidden in dual modular adaptor 

Transmits both sides of conversation to any FM radio up to 1/4 
mite.-SnapKit" technology. Uses phone line for power and 
antenn^Goes completely unnoticed. MA-100 5 95| 

High quality cassette d°ck plugs 
, directly into telephone jack! Records’ 1 up to 
12 hours of conversations on a single cassette. 
Recording starts and stops automatically when 

^ Phone is used! V lsa/MC (800)594-1047 

Recorder 6 4>99.95 Bee shppng! Check/M0QuestonOne (972) 255-7490 

Seymor-Radix Inc. Box 166055-SF Irving.TX 75016 

Now you can visit us on the internet at http://www,why.net/home/sr/ 




• 8 PAGE CATALOG IS FREE - Shipping is $2.00 
Military,'Education Diplomas, Certificates, Awards any 
High School, College, University, Gov’t Dept., Euro. 
Coat Arms. COUCH POTATO PUBLISHING, 9646 
Cavendish Court, New Port Richey, FL 34655. 


BEST QUALITY UNIVERSITY DIPLOMAS, CERTIFICATES 
OF TRADE SCHOOL, MILITARY, LAW. FREE CATALOG. 
PO BOX 6188, HUNTINGTON BEACH, CA 92646 



ACCREDITED CORRESPONDENCE Bachelor-Ph.D.: 
Business, Criminal Justice, Police Science, Security, etc. 
Free Catalog. St. John’s University, 31916SF University 
Circle, Springfield, Louisiana 70462 


KNIVES - RAYONETS 


COLD STEEL, Spyderco, Gerber, SOG, Benchmade, 
Smith & Wesson and more. Huge discounts! Free List. 
KNIVES PLUS MAIL ORDER, (800) 687-6202. 


MAY 1997 * SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


79 

















































































Everything you have heard about this book is 
true: the one-mile microphone, the FM laserbug. 
even the duster bombs. Throw in a dozen free¬ 
bies (infrared bugging systems, amps, etc.), 
blow the lid oft clandestine escapades, add the 
only declassified copy of Spybov ™ maga¬ 
zine. use fine print for more than half tne 210 pag¬ 
es. jam them with photos and schematics, sell 
the works for $38.50. domestic PPD. Buk Book 
Sales, 200 Union Blvd. Suite 425-Y, Denver, CO. 
! 80228. Unusual content-sold only to entertain. 


WE HAVE IT ALL! 

Surveillance 


Infinity Transmitters 
FM Wireless Transmitter Kits 
Vehicle Tracking Systems 
Bug Detectors * Caller I.D. 
Telephone Register with Printer 
Long-play Recorders 
Wired Mikes • Shotgun Mikes 
Telephone Recording Adapters 
Alcohol Testers • Drug Testers 
Telephone Scramblers 
Hidden Video Cameras 
Telephone Tap Detectors 
MUCH, MUCH, MUCH MORE. 
Our 27th Year! 

Small catalog FREE. Larger catalog send $5. 
Mail Order only. Visa, MasterCard and 
C.O.D. accepted for equipment only. 
Inquire for dealers’prices. 

A.M.C. SALES, INC. 

193 Vaquero Dr. • Boulder, CO 80303 
Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Mtn. Time 

800 - 926-2488 

(303) 499-5405 • Fax (303) 494-4924 
Internet: http://www.siteleader.com/ 
catalogdepot/AMCSC-home.html 
E-mail; arrc-sales^sit&ieaJer.com 



r SuperhN 

20* J a 
Poster Print 
$19.95 plus 
.53.50 SSHj 


CAMOUFLAGE 

PASSPORT 


COMPLETE 2ND IDENTITY for 

Travelers C oncerned with Terrorist s/Hijackers 

Send $2 Cash for Catalog ^ 

I.D. WORLD 

4038 N.W. 9th Avenue 
Oakland Park, FL 33309 

http://www.id-world.com 

100 NEW LD. CARDS We Ship Worldwide) 

Photo & Data Sealed in 10 Mil Plastic Complete 


PROFESSIONAL PHOTO 

IDENTIFICATION 




Be a DETECTIVE 

Explore a secret world! Fascinating 
new career. Experience a new 
adventure every day. 

Dynamic home stuay course. 

Diploma, Badge. State approved. 

FREE DETECTIVE CAREER KH 

1 - 800 - 742-9007 exlmi 

DETECTiVE TRAINING Box 25750»SANTA ANA. C* 92799 



Information Services 
Know who you are dealing 
with? 


State and County Criminal Records 
Checks, Identity Verification, 
Background Checks. Military — 
Marriage and Death Index Searches. 
Motor Vehicle Reports, Consumer 
Credit Reports. More. Contact: 

JGS Inc. 

718-984-9012. P.O. Box 120176 
Staten Island, NY 10312 


NUDISM LIFESTYLE: 

FAMILY RECREATION 

Publications • Videos 

S3 for details: 
LIFESTYLES-SF 

Box 661268. Los Angeles. CA 90066 


CHANGE YOUR IDENTITY! Birth Certificates $4, ID 
card $10. Info: Public Image 4201 Neshaminy Blvd. 
Suite #274, Bensaiem, PA 19020. 


VS 
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HAT PINS•MEDALS• 



FREE COLOR CATALOG 

2500+ Military Designs 
Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines 

Call now! Toll-free! 
1 - 888 - 223-1159 


• Custom pins & patches available. 
Dealer inquiries welcome. 


HONORS 

by Hoover’s Mfg., Co. 

P.O.Box 547SF, Peru, IL 61354 
Fax: 1-815-223-1499 


ID 

> 



w U.S. GOVERNMENT LAND tfj? 


Federally owned land currently available in AK. A Z. AR, CA, 
CO. ID. MT. NV. NM. OR, UT, WA, WY for $2.50 per acre 
U S. citizens entitled to purchase up to 160 acres per 
person For complete information package including maps, 
telephone helpline, filing forms, etc. send $20 check or 
money order to FEDERAL LAND CO., Dept L, Box 21598, 
Washington, DC 20009. (Note: this is not homestead¬ 
ing—landsaresoldo^ 


✓ “FREE CATALOG OF THROWING KNIVES" and 
Tomahawks at Discount Prices. Toll free 1-888-556-2672 
or write to: Sunshine Knife Outlet, 2665 Montego Bay 
Blvd, Kissimmee, FL 34746 


MARTIAL ARTS 


✓ STREET TACTICS COURSE. Police And Civilian 
Classes. Taught By Former IAPD Gang Unit officer and 
4Th. Degree Taekwondo Blackbelt. Free Brochure. 
Florida Keys Taekwondo. 305-453-4200 Fax: 305-451- 
0640 


• LEARN AMERICAN COMBATIVES. Fully illustrated, 
100 page new book by Marine Corps vet John Kary 
teaches you the devastating self-defense system proven 
in actual combat. Learn the original and best techniques 
of close quarter combat. ORDER YOUR COPY OF 
AMERICAN COMBATIVES FOR A SPECIAL EDITION 
PRICE OF $17 (includes S&H). AMERICAN COMBATIVES, 
Inc., 5 Heritage Park, Huntington, WV 25704 


MILITARY EVENTS, AIR 
SHRWS, REUNIONS 


QWEB™ Attention Military, Veterans: SOLD1E11 OF 
F011TI1IVE will run a notice here and on our Internet 
site, half-price, space available, for any legitimate 
reunion, military base open-house, air show, battle re¬ 
enactment, firepower demonstration or similar military 
event. Non-commercial events only; standard rate 
applies to for-profit events. WWW.SOFMACJ.COM 



LET THE GOVERNMENT PAY for your new or existing 
home. Over 100 different programs available. Free 
recorded message: 707-448-3210. (8KW5). 

✓ INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY OF MERCENARIES 
Membership Coin. Free registration with order. $12. 
ea. plus $3. S&H. John Langley, Box 804, Nokomis FL 
34274. 


■ Did this get your attention? It's a “Dingbat." So is ✓ 
and •. Add them to your SOF classified ad for $5/each. 


Cl WEB™ PHOTO I.D. 100 DIFFERENT CARDS. Your 
photo and data permanently plastic sealed $25.00. 
Second identity passport with two backup ID’s $199.00. 
High quality, low price, fast delivery. Catalog $2.00 
cash. I.D. World, 4038 NW 9 Ave., Oakland Park, FL 
33309 hup:/Avww.id-world.com 


✓ GO EXTREME SPORTS Rucksacks, boots, trekking 
sandals. South African gear. Credit card sized solar radio, 
more. For serious outdoor enthusiasts. Free catalog. 
Toll-free 1-888-5-xtreme (24 hours). 


HOW TO BUILD A BACKYARD STILL illustrated 
instructions. $3 cash/SASE to: STILL, PO Box 191391, 
Sacramento, CA 95819 


OWED™ Internet ads are now available on the Soldier 
of Fortune web site Www.sofmag.com Classified 
advertisers: Pay $20/ month in addition to your print ad 
charge, Free QWEB™ tag for your print ad included. 
Display advertisers: $50/ month surcharge for B&W 
ads, $100/ month color. Limited availability; some 
restrictions apply. Prices subject to change. 


H J 7 , M 111 ! I i-H J TFTTTTT^— 

PRIVACY, CONFIDENTIAL MAIL RECEIVING/ 
Forwarding, Since 1981 Single ReMails $1.00, Phone, 
Fax, Box, Street Address available, Maildrop, Box 
608039-SOF12, Orlando, FL 32860-8039,Website -http:/ 
/www.orlandomaildrop.com 

QWEB™ CONFIDENTIAL ADDRESS. Mail received 
here, then forwarded to you worldwide. Voicemail, 
too! Website address - www.netcom.com/~mailpost. 
MAILPOST, 2421SOF Pratt, Chicago, IL 60645. 773- 

764-0100. 800-890-3199- 


PROTECT YOUR PRIVACY! P.O. Boxes and mail 
drops leave a trail. We have the answer! Not a standard 
remailing. 501-785-3424 (237) 

QWEB™ Internet ads are now available on the Soldier 
of Fortune web site Www.sofmag.com Classified 
advertisers: Pay $20/ month in addition to your print ad 
charge. Free QWEB™ tag for your print ad included. 
Display advertisers: $50/ month surcharge for B&W 
ads, $100/ month color. Limited availability; some 
restrictions apply. Prices subject to change. 



NEW DIRECTIONS FOR SURVIVAL: Get 12 big 
monthly newsletters packed with information on 
survival, self-reliance, preparedness and freedom plus a 
free one year membership in America’s most respected 
survival advocacy organization only $20.00. Sample issue 
$2.00. Live Free, P.O. Box 1743, Harvey, IL 60426 
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BLACK ARTS SOCIETY 


presents Enemy Neutralization: Special 
Forces Unarmed Combat Tactics . “One 
of the finest and most comprehensive in¬ 
structional manuals I’ve studied on Close 
Quarters Combat!” says Warrant Officer Rob 
Veary, organizer of the military unarmed 
combat instructor’s course within the Royal 
Canadian Regiment Battle School. 

$30 U.S. Check or money order to 
Black Arts Military Unarmed Combat 
Federation, P.O. Box 35132, Nelson Park 
Postal Outlet, 159 Clark Side Road, 
London, Ont. N5W-5MO, Canada. 


EXCEPTIONAL ;■ 

VIDEOS! 

For the Jf X 

evnenrintiAi uaii WCGm^N-- m 


Empmmm 

FREE 

CATALOG 

with order 




□ 10 VIDEOS $5 

□ 20 VIDEOS $10 

0 30 VIDEOS $15 
CATALOG plus 
3 FREE VIDEO New 
Customer Bonus 
Offer, S3 Shipping 

mumas oe P t sfs? 

Box 85311. Hollywood, CA 90072 



tech tips, rally listings, 
and news about jeeps, 
military trucks, tanks, 
Humvees, and much moreI 


MILITARY (0) VEHICLES 

TrrrT.vjrra 

1 Year (six BIG 92-page issues) 

USA $18, Canada $28, All Others $31 

12-L1 Indianhead, Morristown, NJ 07960 

THIS MARKETPLACE FOR 
MILITARY VEHICLES 


******* * ** ir **★*’*'* * 


TACTICS & WARFARE 


QWEB ,M Check out the new “Military Events, Air 
Shows and Reunions" section in the Soldier of 
Fortune classifieds for military base open-houses, air 
shows, battle re-enactments, firepower demonstrations 
etc. 


✓Bougainville Revolutionary Army, Republic of 
Bougainville explained. President Ona audio cassette 
139. Sam Voron, 2 Griffith Ave., Roseville, NSW 2069, 
Australia. 



DRIVER'S LICENSE 


SUSPENDED? ! 1 

LEARN HOW YOU CAN GET A LEG AL I 
DRIVER'S LICENSE FAST AND EASY. ■ 
NEW ANO UNIQUE METHOD WORKS ■ 
EVERTTIME REGARDLESS OF YOUR 
PAST RECORD. 100% GUARANTEED. 

> EOS SOW VERY MEALING INFQRMAT1QN! , 
QUALITY RESEARCH DEPT. S5 J 
P.O.BOX 192, LINCOLN PARK, MICHIGAN 48146 f 



\Men & Women! Be A ... 


PRIVATE EYE 


Amazing one-of-a-kind home 
study course tells all! Want 
a life of intrigue, excitement, 
adventure?! Quickly learn from 
the experts: 

• How To Earn $100,000 A Year As Your Own Boss! 

• How To Conduct All Types Of Private Investigations, 
Skiptracing & Surveillance! 

• How To Start Your Own Private Detective Agency! 

• How To Work From Home, Part-Time or FulITime! 

• No Experience Necessary, No Investment Required! 


STATE APPROVED 


Located in the Ente rtainment Capitol 
Of the World! [(213) 879-116s[ 


FREE 

DETAILS 


UNITED STATES ACADEMY 
OF PRIVATE INVESTIGATION 
P.O. BOX 2133 (SF) 
BEVERLY HILLS, CA 90213| 


PHOTO LD. CARDS 

Birth Certificates 
High School Diplomas 
College Degrees 
Trade School Diplomas 
Martial Arts Certificates 
Investigator, Security Certificates 
Marriage, Divorce Certificates 
Much More! 

Call Now! FREE BROCHURE! 

1-702-471-4444 

M.P.C. 


QWEB'" Internet ads are now available on the Soldier 
of Fortune web site Www.sofmag.com Classified 
advertisers: Pay $20/ month in addition to your print 
ad charge. Free CWEB*" tag for your print ad included. 
Display advertisers: $50/ month surcharge for B&W 
ads, $100/ month color. Limited availability; some 
restrictions apply. Prices subject to change. 



✓ New category - available to any firm offering 
legitimate telephone information services, answering 
services, voicemail, e-mail, etc. 


CONFIDENTIAL ADDRESS. Mail received here, then 
forwarded to you worldwide. Voicemail, too! Website 
address - www.neicom.com/--mailpost. MAILPOST, 
2421SOF Pratt, Chicago, IL 60645. 773-764-0100. 800- 
890-3199. 



BOUNTY HUNTER TRAINING by professionals; on¬ 
site in Arizona or at country-wide seminars. Details. 
NABEA, P.O. Box 32230, Tucson, AZ 85751. 1-520*290- 
8051. 



BACHELORS BANGKOK TOUR - steamy nightlife, 
great marriage possibilities. Also pen pal, Asian videos, 
guide books, etc. Brochure 1-800-669-7020. 



“WORSE THAN TAILHOOK”, screamed “American 
Journal" about “lewdness and debauchery" outside our 
former Philippines bases. We offer full-length, 
uncensored videos of these actual parties. For catalog, 
send $3 to: B.A.O. Video, 47 Raymond Ave. (SOF), 
Poughkeepsie, NY 12603- 


BUSTY BIKINI BIMBOS, STRIPPERS, NUDE 
DANCERS, AMATEURS, biker babes & most nude 
pay-TV events. 1000 videos, B-movies, adult cards 
& photos. 10‘ h anniversary catalog & 30-min. 
preview video: $10 to Perfect 10, 12880 Hidalgo 
St, Desert Hot Springs CA 92240; fax 619-329-0817; 
(800) GIRL-USA; www.perfectl0.com. 



EXECUTIVE PROTECTION & INVESTIGATION 
PROFESSIONALS, join the foremost exclusive 
international NETWORKING Association available. We 
need your expertise - you need our contacts! Guaranteed 
professional development and opportunities. Send 
$15.00 for Infopak to: BASECA, PO Box 1031, Andover 
NJ 07821. (240) 


"New 1997 Military Awards 
& Patches Color Catalog!" 



All Services, WWII, 
Korea, Vietnam, SWA^iaJ 

- All Full Size Medals 
•• All Miniatures & Ribbon 
••All Badges & Patches 
•• Fine Display Cases 
•• Flag & Sword Cases 
•• Mounting & Engraving 
•* 100% Guaranteed 
Service by Veterans 


“Send $2.00 Today for ALL NEW 1997 Color 
Catalog with Color MEDAL CHART!" 


Write : MEDALS of AMERICA 
1929S6Fairview Fid., Fountain Inn 
S.C. 29644 Telephone 1 -864-862- 6425 


lVISIT US @ http://WWW.USMEDALS.COM_ j 


Learn computer programming! 

Hands-on home study. Learn career-level program¬ 
ming in Visual Basic for Windows. Eam good money! 

Free career literature: 800-223-4542 


I 
I 

^ The School of Computer Training, Dept. CPF171 

6065 Roswell Road, Atlanta. Georgia 3Q328 


*L 


Age 

J 




LEATHERWOOD 


ART II 

niper Scopes 




W$R retffS HI 
jPMTS, JM 


msm 


Please send $1.00 
for our new catalog 


13983 Industry Avenue • Becker, MN 55308 
PHONE 1-612-261-5600 FAX 1-612-261-5599 


Street Lethal 

I SPEED KILL I 

| 0* Can you Ml i man tl Units or more la ona sacond or last? I 

1 0* Can you drop a man to his Imaas with ona blow? 

0* Can you win a fight la 3 stands or toss? 

| WE TRAIN PEOPLE WHO CAN! FREE DETAILS | 

L 6252 Dark Hollow (503) 535-3188 | 

CUT OUT AND MAIL THIS AD TODAY! 


■ Did this get your attention? It's a “Dingbat.” So is ✓ 
and #. Add them to your SOF classified ad for $5/each. 

EAGLE INDUSTRIES offers a full on-line catalog of 
military and tactical gear for the professional, http:// 
www.eagleindustries.com 

OWES ™ NEW CATEGORY - For only $25/month (2- 
month/$50 minimum), you can list your Website or 
Internet URL + 10 words right here. This Is a great 
way to get out the word on your site. $10/month 
more gets it listed on the SOF website 
(www.sofinag.com). Limited time offer; prepay up 
to 12 months at this low rate. 
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Sound Off 


by Col. David H. Hackworth (Ret.) 


Women As Weapons Of War 


T here’s a hard-core group of women in 
America that wants its younger sisters 
to do the worst thing that a man has to 
do, and that’s to be a grunt in combat. 

The proponents for integration now want 
to go all out. They say the only way to stop 
sexual harassment, break the glass ceiling 
and give women full equality and opportuni¬ 
ty is to knock down all the barriers. 

Few of the advocates know from being 
there what a grunt’s life is about, or how we 
even got the term grunt — the sound a war¬ 
rior makes as he lifts himself off the ground 
with a full rucksack, ammo, water, rations, 
rifle, flakjacket, and other gear. 

The infantryman in combat is not only a 
beast of burden, he’s a moving target who 
lives an existence so horrible the American 
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals would have outlawed the same con¬ 
ditions for pets years ago. 

Having spent almost eight years as a 
grunt in combat, and covered nine wars as a 
correspondent, I know that even profession¬ 
al football is kid stuff when compared to the 
violence and terror grunts have endured, 
from the shores of Tripoli to the mean 
streets of Mogadishu. Even on womenless 
Super Bowl teams, limbs aren’t ripped off or 
body bags filled. 

There are millions of “been there, done 
that” grunts who say that putting women in 
direct combat won’t work, and will cost lives 
just as it did in Israel’s 1948 war. But for 
leaders on active duty to say this publicly is a 
total job terminator. When the grunts do 
sound off they are viciously attacked by the militants, who call 
them cavemen from the dinosaur period. 

The feminists ignore this battle savvy while sanitizing future 
war, insisting it will be push-button easy. Yet, would they take a 
similar stance if their dead daughters were being dragged naked 
down a Somalian street as our Special Ops warriors were in 1993, 
or raped and sodomized by Iraqi soldiers as American female 
POWs were during the Gulf War? 

I’m convinced that if the advocates had their way, women sol¬ 
diers would soon be walking point, slitting throats, fighting hand- 
to-hand, and doing the meanest job in the world. Sure. 

Female low-rankers, who do the dirty work, aren’t hot to be 
mud soldiers. In 1992,1 interviewed hundreds of women vets, fresh 
from the Iraqi desert. Ninety-five percent said, “Hell no,’ ? when 
asked if they wanted grunt duty. A recent Harvard University sur¬ 
vey reveals that 90% of women soldiers interviewed did not want 
direct combat jobs. 

The main pushers for 100% integration of our armed forces 
seem to be senior women officers looking for a better shot at top 


jobs and biased sociologists, reporters, and 
members of women’s equality groups bent on 
ignoring the facts for their own agenda. 

Women soldiers I’ve talked with hold that 
the female brass want stars at their expense. 
Many say that most of the feminists don’t 
know what they are talking about. 


The main pushers for 100% 
integration of our armed forces 
seem to be senior women officers 
looking for a better shot at top jobs 
and biased sociologists, reporters, 
and members of women’s 
equality groups.... 


Sadly, the top Pentagon brass, especially 
the civilian leadership, refuse to tell the truth 
about the serious problems integration of 
women in the military has already caused. 

The way to find the truth is for Congress 
to order that fully integrated combat units 
composed of infantry, tank, artillery, SEALs, 
Green Berets, aviation and direct-support 
elements be fielded. Its skipper should be a 
seasoned combat leader, recalled from the 
retired ranks, the type of leader who would 
not be one of the president’s men and who 
could be trusted to conduct a fair test and put 
truthfulness and the mission of defending 
America before political correctness. 

These test units should train for an exten¬ 
sive period under the most demanding simulated combat condi¬ 
tions. During these tests, there would be no gender-bending or dou¬ 
ble standards such as exist in all services today. 

There would be one standard. Everyone would be treated equal¬ 
ly. Women would be required to march, run, climb, throw grenades, 
fly, swim, tote that 100-pound rucksack, and live in the filth just as 
the grunts do now. 

Let’s test during peacetime, not take a chance of failing in bat¬ 
tle. If it works. I’ll be the first to demand 100% integration. 


Http://www.hackworth.com is the address of 
David Hackworth’s home page. 

Copyright 1997 David H. Hackworth 
Distributed by King Features Syndicate, Inc. 

Hackworth’s best-selling book, Hazardous Duty , has topped 
90,000 copies in worldwide sales, 



Col. David Hackworth (Ret.) also 
writes a syndicated weekly column 
titled “Defending America“Hack” 
doesn't pull any punches and many lib¬ 
eral rags won't carry his writing. If 
your local paper falls into that catego¬ 
ry, call the editor and let him know 
you'd like to see “Defending America” 
on the Op-Ed page. It's syndicated by 
King Features, 235 E. 45 ^ St., New 
York, NY 10017 . 
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ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ALTERED 
AND FALSE IDENTIFICATION 

John Q. Newman & Trent Sands. Different aspects of false and 
counterfeit identity documents including state ID's driver's li¬ 
censes, Green cards, military documents, passports birth 
records and social security numbers. State-by-state verifica¬ 
tion procedures, who checks what, why some ID's pass and 
others fail, how fake papers are manufactured. A very good 
treatise for anyone concerned with ID scams, $19.95 


BIRTH CERTIFICATE 
& SSN FRAUD 

—Anonymous. A timely update to the old concept of adopting 
someone else’s identity. Where the system still works, updates 
in the birth certificate issuing process, how to tell if an SS card 
is valid, and other inside information. $19.95. 


THE COVERT 
CATALOG 

Surreptitious Supplies? Sur¬ 
veillance, counter surveillance, 
audio surveillance, video surveil¬ 
lance, people trackers, covert 
entry equipment, night vision, 
cellular interception, covert video 
cameras, and scramblers. CC is 
THE MASTER list of information 
suppliers, specialized newslet¬ 
ters, OEM lock picks, reverse engineers, Spy Shops, alternate 
ID’s, program crackers, and much more. The Covert Catalog 
provides hundreds of addresses, sample pages, catalog prices 
and recommendations that will save you money on everything 
from break-in books to undetectable bugs. $34.95. 


Don’t mistake us for another "spy shop." Get our product cata¬ 
log of the world’s most amazing surveillance, countermeasures, 
and investigative resources absolutely FREE. 

Please include $6.00 shipping on all orders. California resi¬ 
dents 8% sales tax. 

Cal It -415-513-5549 Credit cards accepted for all books and 
videos. Check or money order for other products. Catalog FREE 

INTELLIGENCE INCORPORATED 
2228 S EL CAMINO, #3490 
SAN MATEO, CA 94403 

+ $6 shipping. CA residents include 8% tax. 

(Checks held for clearance.) 


THE COVERT 
CATALOG 


* ; 


BLACKTRACKING 
—THE VIDEO 

How to follow anyone, anywhere. 

The first hands-on, hard and 
fast guide to the black arts 
of physical surveillance 
and counter surveillance. 

Includes: Side-by- 
side comparisons of 6 of the 
world's best electronic automobile nam¬ 
ing systems, including the latest FBI unit. 

Covert black bumper beepers that graphically dis¬ 
play—exactly, instantly—where the target vehicle is, or where 
it has been, in the past few days, where it stopped, how long it 
was parked in any given location anywhere in the United States. 
Low cost, computerized tracking units for cars, packages, 
people, or your favorite animal. Which, where, why, and how 
much. Amazing unseen optical systems, infrared vs. thermal 
viewers... 

Simple countermeasures to keep your car or body tracker- 
free, plus a conversation with MOSSAD—an agent shows ex¬ 
actly how to tell if you are under surveillance and how to lose 
the watchers. $59.95 


VIDEO II 
B AND E A TO Z 

It's been exactly 10 years since 
the best selling lock opening 
and entry tape ever was pro¬ 
duced. About time for the 
follow-up, donlyou think? 

VIDEO II—B and E 
A to Z. Brand new, state of the 
art tools, tricks, and technique 
picking, bypassing, and opening buildings, 
locks, and automobiles. Technology so new you 
will think it's part magic. 

Smart Opens—fantastic tools that open most doors regard¬ 
less of the type of lock, on-site tests of three automatic garage 
door openers, comparisons of 5 electronic picks, a new pick 
set that lets you go where no man has gone before, latest tips 
to improveyotyrpicking hit rate, how to pick Ace (tubular) locks, 
nitty new automobile openers, alarm defeaters, security bar 
opening tricks, plus much more! 

Swat Openings—Speed vs. damage, from bombs to pad¬ 
lock poppers—getting in with speed and a degree of finesse. 

What's New, What's Hot. Where to Get It and How to Use ft. 
VIDEO II B AND E A TO Z. Graphics, cutaway views, good 
stuff. 1 hr 10 min. $59.95 


THE STING 

The Sting Disappearing Ink. Reverse engineered from a 
Russian formula by an American chemist this “magic” ink van¬ 
ishes completely from bank grade paper several hours after 
it is applied. The higher the grade of paper the better it works 
(not tor use on recycled, cheap paper or on cardboard). Don’t 
leave a paper trail on hotel registers or other tracking docu¬ 
ments. Disappearing ink comes in an attractive designer roller 
ball-type pen that will provide up to an entire year of tun. Sold 
for entertainment purposes only. $69.95 


FIRST TIME 
OFFERED TO THE 
PUBLIC! HOW TO 
GET ANYTHING 
ON ANYBODY— 

THE NEWSLETTER 
Written by Lee Lapin. People/asset 
tracking, surveillance, ID changing, 
secrets, sources, too timely for a book. 

Best $89.00 you'll ever spend (1 year subscription). 


OUR BEST BOOK EVER! 

How To Locate And: Research Anyone - Research Anyone’s 
Assets - Bug Anyone - Tap Any Phone - Conduct Video Sur¬ 
veillance-install The Latest Counter Measures-Hire ex-CIA/ 
KGB Agents - Real Inside Secrets... 

Plus the latest in Night Vision, how to order satellite photo¬ 
graphs of anywhere on earth, find best book sources from CIA 
publications to ID changing, private detective schools, best 
newsletters, courses and associations, latest B & E tricks. “Rec¬ 
ommended" (or hated) by CIA directors and station heads, the 
world's most famous private detective, KGB officers. Lee Lapin 
does it again! The Whole Spy Catalog, 440 pages $44.95. 


PAGER 1 

These are the same units em¬ 
ployed by government agencies 
and damn near every Television 
network around. Next time you 
watch an “undercover" TV show 
impress your date by explaining 
which hidden camera they are 
using... 

Pager 1 puts a sub minia¬ 
ture video camera inside a per¬ 
fectly normal pager. Clip it on your belt, jacket, briefcase or lay 
it on the desk, run the tiny output cable to a recorder or trans¬ 
mitter and you'll capture any scene in real time and TV quality. 

380 lines, 5 lux, 12 VDC, existing on/off switch controls 
power and activates any compatible recorder. 12 gauge, flex¬ 
ible cable for easy hiding. $495.00 — audio + $150.00, color 
+ $300.00 


Watch Cam , Video Sunglasses, and 
Mini Video Recorder also available. 
See our new catalog!! 


Receive a copy 
of the video B&E-2 
FREE with every 
Cobra order! 


COBRA PRO 

Cobra Pro electronic lock pick. We’ve sold them all and the 
Cobra is still the best by far. Over the past 10 years we've sold 
Cobras to police agencies, locksmiths, intelligence agents and 
other professionals. Designed by the inventor of electronic lock 
picking the Cobra Pro features a more powerful motor, 
replaceable/rechargeable hot packs, Halogen light to illumi¬ 
nate the key way, rubber grips, improved picks, sturdy case, 
instructional video. Opens 90% of all locks in seconds. The 
Cobra Pro is simply the best pick ever. Comes with a lifetime 
warranty. $699.00 
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Made for military pilots: 

• Solid stainless steel case and band 

• Security double lock clasp 

• Rotating 360° bezel • Twin push buttons 

• Split second and elapsed time 

• Luminescent hands • Calendar date window 

• Flat, distortion free mineral lens 

• Water resistant to 330 feet. • And more. 

A $350 VALUE, 

NOW ONLY $159 PLUS $6 S&H. 

CREDIT CARDS CALL 
1 -800-544-4365 

Task FOR OPERATOR 242 | 

» PHONE 1-310-550-7280 
FAX 1-310-550-0830 

f Send check or M O to CHASE-DURER 270 No Canon Dr., Dpt 1402-242, Beverly Hills, CA 9021o"j 

I I have enclosed_. Please send the PILOT COMMANDER Chronograph to: 

I Name: _ _ i 

| Address: _ j 

I City:__ State:_Zip:_ I 


ifjnrT'l l "l "‘rtftwm mt mpcrnf ir product 


Phg nej ^ - _ 

Canada, Alaska, Puerto Rico, Hawaii add $10; International add $30_ 
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